Bushy Point Restoration Project

Annual Report 2010/11
(1 April 2010 — 31 March 2011)




Summary of Progress

Community planting of over 1000 native plants
Maintained the previous 10 years plantings

Managed major pest control operation (6km of trap
network over 90 hectares)

Replaced estuary fence with netting in a number cdreas
Maintained entrance area and public walkway
Continued weed control (particularly gorse)

Continued grazing, fertiliser and baleage managemén
Public Opening of the third Bushy Point Interpretation
Sign (40 people attended)

Continued school visits and Otatara School plant prject
Successful application to become a “Living Legendsite
for 2011 and planning for that event.

Lizard Survey conducted in Jan-Feb 2011
Commenced shrub willow trial

Natural Otatara Booklet published 2011

1. Aim of the Bushy Point Restoration Project

The aim of the Bushy Point Restoration Projecbisestore a 14 hectare area of rough
exotic pasture between two remnants of nationaigiicant native totara forest to
provide a habitat linkage for native birds andhbance existing forest remnants and
other ecosystems. Also, to raise public awarenedseamportance of native forest
remnants and to provide a practical long term egofd project for residents of Otatara
and Otatara and Invercargill School children tonwelved in.

The project will progressively turn the area of xgrasses into a functioning, self-
sustaining native ecosystem with features and éuned opportunities that can be
enjoyed by the public of Otatara and Invercargitlthe future.

The project is managed by the Committee of thedbddtandcare Group, an
Incorporated Society established in 1999.

The Mission Statement of the Otatara Landcare Gisiup

To focus attention of Otatara residents and otberihe natural features and
ecological values of the Otatara environment, daflgmative forest and wetland
flora and fauna.



To promote and, where possible, facilitate thequotdn, restoration and creation
of such features in the interests of scientificraption and intrinsic worth and
to encourage community appreciation of these values

2. Administration
Annual Plan completed for 2009/10
Funding applications continue to be submitted wiBiodiversity Communities
fund grant successful for 2008/9, 2009/10, 2018H4dsons. Funding reports and
accounting reports produced.

Annual accounts separate Bushy Point income anenehfure. Audited accounts
to 31 March 2011 presented to the OLG AGM on 26 12ay1.

3. Caretaker
Caretaker Barry Smith spent 235 hours working at§uPoint during the year
Main jobs included: fencing, plant area maintenaneleasing and weed control,
tree planting, entrance track creation, track nesance, liaison with landowners,
grazers, Invercargill Rifle Range, DOC, Local Autlies, schools and report
writing.
Continued work with Department of Corrections.
The caretaker has been a key figure in ensuringeheinitiatives have been
successful and key ongoing management tasks asdnis undertaken.

4. Restoration
Plant maintenance and weed control continued.
Two public planting days Sunday 2 May 2010 and SyriZB May 2010 with
1000 native plants planted.
Group of midwives and students helped with planErigay 2010
Southland Girls High School year 7 two day visitllOMarch 2011.
Preparation spraying of the gorse block for plaptmMay 2010.
Photopoints retaken to compare progress with eantietos.
Preparation work for Living Legends 5000 plant®¢oplanted on 11September
2011.
A comprehensive lizard survey was undertaken byCalildy in February/March
2011 and various artificial covers were left outfiarther monitoring by
Environment Southland.
Bird Surveys by Lloyd Esler undertaken every 3 rhent
Environment Southland established insect monitonitg weta motels.

5. Pest Control

Continued intensive pest control operation takimghe whole of Bushy Point area. The
rat, mustelid and possum control at Bushy Poiatnsed at protecting the nesting
fernbirds, kereru, tui and bellbirds as well aseothirds, lizards and insects and plants.



Maintained 8 trap lines through Bushy Point covgiwer 6 kilometres of track,
containing - 90 rat bait stations 49 possum trapd, 14 stoat traps. Bait stations
are set at 50 metre intervals along each traclerieddd traplines - created by
chainsawing to the east side of Grant Road to giteal of 6 km of traplines.
Approximately 200 voluntary hours spent on pestmbin 2010/11 by lan
Gamble, Len Diack and Chris Rance.

Trap lines continue to be serviced every seconkwgesolunteers with the
following result since start of trapping. Althoughssums have been markedly
reduced stoats continually reinvade and rat paigke continues to be taken. See
maps for visual representation of pest control.

Possum Stoat Weasel Ferret
2007 77 13 1
2008 57 13 3
2009 25 18 0
2010 27 12 1
2011 to Marclh 13 1 1

Statistics and maps can now use 4 years of dastablish trends in bait take and
trap catch at Bushy Point.



Bushy Point Stoat totals caught 2007-2011 by month
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Bushy Point rat bait take totals 2007-2011 by month
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Bird count stations have been set up and are nreditoy Lloyd Esler for
Environment Southland every 3 months. These canetslone in association
with Mores Reserve, Bluff Hill, and Omaui Reserve.

Species|Fernbird

Average Five Minute Bird Counts - All bird species at All sites
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Although the results will take years to show meghihtrends there have been
some interesting observations by a number of people

o Bittern seen at Gambles on a number of occasions.

Fernbirds abundant and appear to be extendingoiees — regularly seen
on Rances pond and in the Bushy Point restoratiea. a

Spoonbill and kingfishers seen at Bushy Point Pond.

Juvenile tui observed on a number of occasionsaaat& and Gambles
Female bellbirds feeding chicks at Rances and Gasnbl

Flock of brown creepers regularly seen on JKL lines

Morepork heard in May 2011, first heard in 18 yestrRances
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Thanks to Tim Riding Smith Environment Southland &vlin Bishop and Paul Jacques
Department of Conservation for ongoing support asce with pest control.

Wider Otatara Pest Control — Otatara Pestbusters

Otatara Pestbusters (encouraging pest controligatprdand by their owners), was
established throughout 2010/11. This project (agralip of the Otatara Landcare
Group) steered by Russell and May Evans has nowed&0 email members of which 60
are actively doing pest control. The project buidsthe 90 hectares of control at Bushy
Point and has been supported by Environment Sowtldad Invercargill City Council
funding which has enabled the group to supply teapsbait at a subsidised price. Each
person actively engaged in pest control receiMett@box sign and regular newsletters.



6. Weed Control
- Gorse, broom and blackberry control continued..
Weed control of entranceway continued.
Release spraying of planted plants.
Hand weeding of plants by volunteers
Blanket spraying of areas in preparation for plagptnd for willow trial.

7. Infrastructure
Some damage to DOC entrance sign to Bushy Poiatrezpin May 2010
Investigated the options for a toilet at Bushy Pbut decided not to proceed.
Bushy Point Track mowed each month, track improvemmade.

Replace netting on estuary fence in October 2010.
Removal of fencing in preparation for Living Legermlanting project

8. Interpretation and public access
- The Bushy Point walkway continues to be used bividdals and groups.
Two public planting days were held in May 2010.

A public walk held December 2010 and various grdugnge been guided through
the area throughout the year.

A third Interpretation sign was erected in Aprill20 Official opening at a public
planting day May 2010.

Natural Otatara Booklet produced, includes a casgyson Bushy Point.

General Information and Advocacy

Natural History of Otatara Booklet also featuringsBy Point completed and
launched 28 January 2011.

“Caution Kereru” signs produced and erected ons@dund Otatara

“Otatara Pestbusters letterbox signs given to 9Gébolds participating in pest
busting on their own private properties.

9. Volunteers and Public Involvement
- Number of hours for the year — 884 hours (over 33&1rs in total for the
project).
Public walks — 1 event December 2010.
2 Two public planting days 2/05/2010, 24/05/20089.
School visits — Southland Girls High School, Otat8chool.



Community Service workers through Department ofr€ciions helped the Bushy
Point project.

Assisting with Otatara School Native Plant saleilAiz011

Comprehensive Lizard Survey conducted by studein€adidy from November

to February using artificial covers.

10. Grazing
- Horse grazing has continued in 2010/11.
No sheep grazing in 2010/11 but fertilizer appledrazing areas for future
grazing or balage. Balage was taken off in 2011.
Income from horse grazing and baleage was $5060
Estuary fencing maintenance and new fence erected.

11. Funding
Successful funding applications were submitted to:

Biodiversity Condition Fund — $ 12944 - third ingtzent.
Living Legends Project for 2011

ES Pest Control funding $1000

ICC Pest Control funding $1000

12. Expenditure and Income
Total expenditure for Bushy Point 2010/11 was $B66
Total grazing and baleage income for Bushy Poid0201 was $5060.
Total grant income for Bushy Point 2010/11 was $44
Audited accounts attached.

13. Key Tasks for 2011/12

Preparation for Living Legends Event - PlantingéatSunday 11
September 2011 — 5000 plants.

Provide a permanent but changing children’s agtiagisociated with the
pond interpretation sign (as part of Living Legends

Release spraying previous 10 years of plantings

Continued track maintenance

Continue to work with schools at Bushy Point, imtjgalar Southland
Girls High School and Otatara School.

Continuing replacement/upgrading of fencing witltting on the estuary
edge and fencing along edges of waterways to ptesteck access.
Weed control particularly gorse paddock and broonba@undaries

Cut remaining pest control lines in remaining D@@d block

Maintain all pest lines every 2 weeks from spribgi{ costing $1000 pa)



Continue work to extend pest control over widerr@a area

Work with Invercargill City Council on extendingelestuary bikeway to
the Otatara side of the estuary.

Find solution to the Rifle Range danger zone issgiie Department of
Conservation, Invercargill City Council and Riflafge Club.
Production of an education package with the Depamtrof Conservation
that involves Bushy Point.

Investigate on pest control interpretation at BuBbint.

Continue Otatara Pestbusters initiative as thisretluce pest invasion
into Bushy Point.

14. Acknowledgements

Thanks to the Department of Conservation, Enviramrns®uthland, Funding Agencies
(particularly DOC Biodiversity Community ConsenatiFund), surrounding landowners
and volunteers for their efforts in making 2010&tbther very busy and successful year
for the Bushy Point Restoration Project.

Barry Smith

Chair

Otatara Landcare Group
June 2011



Annual planting May 2010




Infrastructure - new interpretation panel
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Living Legends Event Site Plan (Replace Map)
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Bushy Point Pest Control — lan Gamble and Len Diaclour volunteer
trappers and some of the target species (includingst ferret)




Pest Control Maps









Research - Bird Monitoring every three months, Lizad Survey,

Shrub Willow Trial
Species|Fernbird
Fernbird
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Shrub willow trial commenced to se¢
if restoration can be speeded up in
comparison to conventional planting
in the adjacent block.
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Bushy Point Reptile Monitoring 2010/11



Photopoints 2006, 2009, 2011

19 September 2006 21 September 2006
18 August 2009 April 2011

19 September 2006 18 August 2009
April 2011

April 2011



General Information and Advocacy — Natural OtataraBooklet, Kereru
Road Signs, Otatara Pestbusters



