Bushy Point Restoration Project
Annual Report 2013/14
(1 April 2013 – 31 March 2014)

2013/2014 - Summary of Progress
 Planned and managed with DOC and Environment Southland the
Living Legends planting days – 83 people on the schools planting
day and 150 people on the public planting day –– Friday 23
August 2013 and Saturday 24 August 2013.
 Planted 1200 locally grown native plants and covered with combiguards for rabbit control.
 Maintained the previous 13 years plantings
 Managed major pest control operation (6km of trap network over
90 hectares)
 Maintained entrance area and public walkway
 Continued weed control (particularly gorse)
 Continued grazing horses and balage management.
 Managed with Environment Southland the Southland Girls High
School break out days with year 7 students – 11-12 March 2014.
 Reformatted and printed the self-guided brochure to reflect the
changes to track and Living Legends planting area.
 Completed work on an Otatara Landcare Group website with
linked Bushy Point educational activities funded by Biodiversity
Advice Fund – www.otataralandcare.org
 Managed a calendar of monthly working afternoons for weeding,
putting combi-guards on, track work, planting.
 New events – orienteering and geocaching were held at Bushy
Point.

1. Aim of the Bushy Point Restoration Project
The aim of the Bushy Point Restoration Project is to restore a 14 hectare area of rough
exotic pasture between two remnants of nationally significant native totara forest to
provide a habitat linkage for native birds and to enhance existing forest remnants and
other ecosystems. Also, to raise public awareness of the importance of native forest
remnants and to provide a practical long term ecological project for residents of Otatara
and Otatara and Invercargill schoolchildren to be involved in.
The project will progressively turn the area of exotic grasses into a functioning, selfsustaining native ecosystem with features and educational opportunities that can be
enjoyed by the public of Otatara and Invercargill for the future.
The project is managed by the Committee of the Otatara Landcare Group, an
Incorporated Society established in 1999.
The Mission Statement of the Otatara Landcare Group is:


To focus attention of Otatara residents and others on the natural features
and ecological values of the Otatara environment, especially native forest and
wetland flora and fauna.

 To promote and, where possible, facilitate the protection, restoration and
creation of such features in the interests of scientific appreciation and
intrinsic worth and to encourage community appreciation of these values.

2. Administration






Annual Plan completed for 2012/13
Annual accounts separate Bushy Point income and expenditure. Audited accounts
to 31 March 2013 presented to the OLG AGM on 23 May 2013.
Funding application submitted to Fonterra, as well as submissions to Invercargill
City Council and Environment Southland.
Landcare Groups Networking Day – 50 people, hosted by Otatara Landcare
Group and Southland Community Nursery – 15 March 2014.
Continued dialogue with Invercargill Rifle range, DOC and ICC over the “No
Danger Zone” initiative.

3. Caretaker





Caretaker Barry Smith spent 193 hours working at Bushy Point during the year
Main jobs included: plant area maintenance, releasing and weed control, tree
planting, supervising balage and fertiliser application, track maintenance,
preparation for Living Legends planting – positioning plants, track preparation,
post hole digging, toilet arrangement and activity on the day etc
Liaison with landowners, grazers, Invercargill Rifle Range, DOC, Local
Authorities, schools, report writing and funding for lawn tractor.

 Caretaker Barry has been a key figure in ensuring the new initiatives have been
successful and key ongoing management tasks and liaison is undertaken.

4. Restoration












Plant maintenance and weed control continued.
Schools Planting day for Living Legends 23 August 2013 - Otatara School 29
children & 9 Adults. James Hargest High School 10 children & 1 Adult. St
Theresa's School Bluff 25 Children & 10 adults.
Living Legends main planting public day – Saturday 24 August 2014 - 150 people
attended.
Preparation blanket spraying of Living Legends 2013 area by contractor and
release spraying of the previous years plants.
Maintenance of the Living Legends 2012 area plants planted in September 2013.
Growing of 1000 Living Legends plants by Linda and Ray Jackson at the
Community Nursery
Combi-guard plant covers bought and used to cover plants for rabbit control.
Five Minute Bird Surveys by Lloyd Esler undertaken every 3 months
Environment Southland continued insect monitoring with weta motels.
Rat and Mustelid monitoring continued at Bushy Point.
A monthly calendar of working bees and events was instigated by Sally Duston
and has successfully introduced new people to Bushy Point.

5. Animal Pest Control and Monitoring
Continued intensive pest control operation continues taking in the whole of Bushy Point
area (90 hectares). The rat, mustelid and possum control at Bushy Point is aimed at
protecting the nesting fernbirds, kereru, tui and bellbirds as well as other birds, lizards
and insects and plants.


Maintained 8 trap lines through Bushy Point covering over 6 kilometres of track,
containing - 90 rat bait stations 49 possum traps, and 14 stoat traps. Bait stations
are set at 50 metre intervals along each track.

.
Approximately 400 voluntary hours spent on pest control in 2013/14 by Ian
Gamble, Sally and Gordon Duston, Kirsten, Kennedy Family, and Darren May.


Trap lines continue to be serviced on average every second week by volunteers
with the following result since start of trapping. Although possums have been
markedly reduced, stoats continually reinvade and rat poison continues to be
taken.

Possums caught by calendar year were as follows (note 2014 up to March 2014):
Possum Count of Catch

Year
2007
99

Total

2008
74

2009
26

2010
17

2011
17

2012
10

2013
6

2014
7

Grand
Total
256

Mustelids caught by calendar year were as follows (note 2014 up to March 2014):
Count of Catch

Ferret
Stoat Adult Female
Stoat Adult Male
Stoat Juvenile Female
Stoat Unknown
Weasel
Grand Total

Year
2007

2008

2009

2010

1
2

1
3

5
2

2

10
1
14

9
3
16

11

8
1
11

18

2011
1
2
3

2012

2013

2014

1
1

4
6

1

1
1
8

9
1
12

6
2
18



Statistics and maps can now use 7 years of data to establish trends in bait take and
trap catch at Bushy Point. Information on trapping is collected in the form of
spreadsheets and this information is available for further analysis.



Rat, mouse and stoat monitoring by Environment Southland continued with the
results below.

2
2
5

Grand
Total
1
17
17
2
56
9
102



Lizard artificial covers, weta motels and seedfall traps are still in place but
monitoring by Environment Southland has ceased.



Bird count stations have been set up and are monitored by Lloyd Esler for
Environment Southland every 3 months. These counts are done in association
with Mores Reserve, Bluff Hill, and Omaui Reserve.

“Bushy Point”
Native bird numbers have not shown much change during the first six years of
monitoring but have sharply increased from an average of around 5 birds per listening
station to 13.5 in summer 2012 (Fig. 3). Last summer’s count was significant lower but
with an average of around 7.5 birds per listening station still higher in the first six years.
The total number of native bird species recorded has been between 7 and 9 since five
minute bird counts commenced (Ref Annual Report – Five Minute Bird Count
monitoring 2013/14 Robert Schadewinkel).”


Although the bird results will take years to show meaningful trends there have
again been some interesting observations by a number of people:
o Bittern seen at Gambles on a number of occasions.
o Fernbirds abundant and appear to be extending territories – regularly seen
on Rances pond and in the Bushy Point restoration area (it would be good

o
o
o
o

to establish bird count stations in the restoration area as there were none
set up in this area at establishment)..
Spoonbill and kingfishers seen at Bushy Point Pond.
Flock of brown creepers regularly seen on JKL lines and at Rances
Morepork heard May 2013 at Rances
Scaup nesting at Rances 2013 for the first time in 20 years

Thanks to Derek Richards, Amy Rush and Robert Schadewinkel and Richard Bowman
Environment Southland and Colin Bishop Department of Conservation for ongoing
support and advice with pest control.
Wider Otatara Pest Control – Otatara Pestbusters
Otatara Pestbusters (encouraging pest control on private land by their owners), was
continued throughout 2013/14. This project (a sub-group of the Otatara Landcare Group)
steered by Russell and May Evans has now gained 128 email members doing pest
control. The project builds on the 90 hectares of control at Bushy Point and has been
supported by Environment Southland and Invercargill City Council funding which has
enabled the group to supply traps and bait at a subsidised price. Each person actively
engaged in pest control receives a letterbox sign and regular newsletters.
In 2013/14 Invercargill City Council Reserves have been brought into the Pestbusters and
traps are being serviced by volunteers in those locations.
In 2012 negotiations began to include Otatara South Scenic Reserve into intensive pest
control. Department of Conservation funding has ensured that this reserve has been
intensively trapped for possums, stoats and rats in 2013/14. Thanks go to local resident
Peter Simpson for spearheading the pest control in Otatara South Scenic Reserve –
supported by Pestbusters, in particular Russell and May Evans.

6. Weed Control








Gorse, broom and blackberry control continued.
Weed control of entranceway continued.
Release spraying of Living Legends 2011, 2012 and 2013 plants – by contractors.
Hand weeding of plants by volunteers each month – organised by Sally Duston.
Organisation of 2013 Living Legends planting in a grid to be “mowed” to enable
weed control between plantings.
Blanket spraying of areas in preparation for Living Legends 2014 planting – by
contractor.
Broom gall mites (Aceria genistae) were released as a biocontrol for broom
at Bushy Point in March 2012. They have established but are not present in
high numbers yet. One mite infested bush is clearly affected by the gall
mites feeding on it - the most infested side has few leaves and almost no
flowers, while the side of the bush with no galls is still relatively
healthy (although another biocontrol agent, the twig miner moth has caused
some damage). It is still early days yet for this site, but mites at older
sites in Southland have already succeeded in killing substantial broom

bushes (one over 2m tall and 10cm in diameter).
Other broom biocontrol agents present at Bushy Point are broom psyllids,
twig miner moths and broom seed beetles. All of these agents have been
carefully tested to ensure they have a very specific host, exotic broom
(Cytisus scoparius).
In addition to the broom agents, gorse soft shoot moths were released at
Bushy Point last summer and will be monitored for the first time in
December. The larvae of this moth feed on new the growth produced in early
summer, helping to stunt the gorse's development and reducing the amount of
flowers produced on the damaged shoots.
Additional information about biocontrol can be found here on the Landcare
Research website:
http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/books/biocontrol-of-weeds-book


Bushy Point is a national “Weedbusters” site.

7. Infrastructure





Bushy Point Track mowed as required, track improvements made.
Track around pond created.
Posts and track markers for self-guided activity trail
Posts for new track alignment and interpretation

8. Interpretation and public access
 The Bushy Point walkway continues to be used by individuals and groups.
 Living Legends planting with 83 people at the schools event and 150 people





attending main public planting day 23-24 August 2013.
New nature track and educational activities completed 2013.
Doggy do bags provided at the entrance to the Bushy Point Track.
Public walkways were maintained and used.
Geocaches including a multi geocache were placed in Bushy Point in 2014

General Information and Advocacy
 Otatara Pigeon Post Newsletter published
 Welcome to Otatara packs delivered to new residents
 Hosted Tacoma School, Washington State 17 February 2014, Southland Girls
High School year 7 two day visit 11-12 March 2014.

9. Volunteers and Public Involvement











Number of hours for the year – 1593 hours (over 9725 hours in total for the
project).
School visits – Southland Girls High School and Tacoma School USA. School
planting day for Living Legends 23 August 2013 attended by pupils from Otatara
School, James Hargest and St Teresas Bluff .
Southland Girls High School Break out days 11-12 March 2014.
Average of 10 people per monthly working afternoon
8 Pest lines (over a 90 hectare area) maintained every 2 weeks by a group of
dedicated volunteers.
A range of “small jobs” (tool sharpening, track work, weed control) put out on
email for people to do in their own time, with good results.
A Family Day was organised on 2 March 2014 but was poorly attended due to
very bad weather.
Geocaching event – September 2013 – 10 people
Orienteering event February 2014 – 60 people

10. Grazing/pasture management




Horse grazing has continued in 2013/14.
No sheep grazing but balage taken off.
Income from horse grazing and balage was $4340.90

11. Funding
Successful funding applications were submitted to:





Living Legends Project for 2013/14 – $13,312.50 for plants at Bushy Point
ES Pest Control funding $1500 including Pestbusters Otatara South.
ICC Pest Control funding $2000 including Pestbusters Otatara South
Fonterra Grassroots Grant of $1500

12. Expenditure and Income









General expenditure for Bushy Point 2013/4 was $9942.99
Public Liability Insurance was $664
Living Legends paid $13768 for plants for 2013 planting year 3
Weed control expenses were paid directly by Living Legends
Pest Control Expenses were $7172.63
Total grazing and balage income for Bushy Point 2013/4 was $4340.92
Total grant income for Bushy Point 2013/14 was $5000 plus $13312 Living
Legends.
A grant of $4833 was gained for Pest Control Otatara South Scenic Reserve.

13. Key Tasks for 2014/15



Preparation for Living Legends Event - Planting Date – August 2015 –
1000 plants.
 Release spraying 2012 Living Legends plantings
 Release spraying 2013 Living Legends plantings
 Release spraying 2014 Living Legends plantings
 Preparation spraying for 2015 Living Legends plantings
 Release spraying previous 13 years of plantings
 Continued track maintenance
 Continue to work with schools at Bushy Point, in particular Southland
Girls High School, Otatara School, James Hargest and other schools for
Living Legends School planting.
 Weed control particularly gorse paddock and broom on boundaries
 Maintain all pest lines every 2 weeks from spring, employ pulsing of bait.
 Continue work to extend pest control over wider Otarara area
 Work with Invercargill City Council on extending the estuary bikeway to
the Otatara side of the estuary.
 Pursue the “No Danger Zone” Rifle Range initiative with Department of
Conservation, Invercargill City Council and Rifle Range Club.
 Continue Otatara Pestbusters initiative as this will reduce pest invasion
into Bushy Point.
 Submit funding application to DOC’s new Community Conservation
Partnership Fund.
 Continue with the monthly calendar of events

14. Acknowledgements
Thanks to the Department of Conservation, Environment Southland, Invercargill City
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making 2013/14 another very busy and successful year for the Bushy Point Restoration
Project.

Barry Smith
Chair
Otatara Landcare Group
3 November 2014

Living Legends Planting August 2013

Living Legends 2013

Living Legends Planting Area 2013

Landcare Groups Networking Day

Orienteering


An exciting new chapter opened for Bushy Point Reserve in February 2014
when the OLG joined forces with the Southland Orienteering Club to hold an
event there. A new map was drawn up for the occasion with co-operation from a
member of the OLG, ICC and SOC and a Score Event was planned. This
involved the placing of about 30 'controls', each allotted points, and which
competitors had 60 minutes to find using sportIdent, the electronic equipment
and programme used to record which controls have been visited.



At least 60 people, local and from further afield, turned up - along with a very
generous sprinkling of dogs. It was a perfect way to introduce people, outside of
the immediate Bushy Point area, to the delights of our lovely reserve. More
events are planned for the future.

Map

Rodent Monitoring lines at Bushy Point

Map of Bird Count Locations at Bushy Point 2013/2014

Weed Control - Broom Gall Mite
Images (by Jesse Bythell):

BGM_Bushy_Point_2014_1 - gall mite
infested bush at Bushy point - note the
lack of leaves and small newly developing
gall in the centre.

BGM_Bushy_Point_2014_2 - the healthier
side of the same bush (with some twig
miner moth scarring from last summer's
larval feeding)

Gorse soft shoot moth damage

GSSM_Mossburn_Gallagher Rd - gorse soft
shoot moth larva

Large gall
containing
multiple
generations
at Nokomai Station

New Colour Bushy Point Track Leaflet

Bushy Point Educational Trail leaflet

General Advocacy - Natural Otatara Booklet, Kereru Road Signs,
Otatara Pestbusters, Otatara Pigeon Post Newsletter

