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Otatara Landcare Group Events
Evening walk or bike ride around the Sutton Boardwalk
Thursday 11 December 2008
Joint trip with Otatara Landcare Group, Forest and Bird and Fieldclub. Meet at the
carpark by the Jellicoe Sea Scouts den at the Stead Street Wharf at 6.30pm or meet
along the walkway. Bring a flask and finger food to share if you wish.

Sunset over Invercargill from Otatara
31 December 2008
A farewell to 2008. This is an annual Landcare Group family activity. It’s a short
walk around Bushy Point. Meet 7:30pm at the Bryson Road entranceway. More
information phone Barry Smith, 213 1500.

Beach Walk
Sunday 1 March 2009
Twice a year the Fieldclub has a walk along Oreti Beach from Riverton to the Main Entrance. Next walk is Sunday 1 March. It takes about five hours at a leisurely pace. Good
exercise and the possibility of finding interesting stuff washed ashore. We do a count
of dead seabirds along the way. If you are keen contact Lloyd Esler, ph 213 0404.
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Mission Statement
To focus attention of Otatara residents and others on the natural features and ecological values of the Otatara environment, especially native forest and wetland flora
and fauna. To promote and where possible facilitate the protection, restoration
and creation of such features in the interests of scientific appreciation and intrinsic
worth and to encourage community appreciation of these values.

Objectives
• To act as a liaison forum for Otatara landowners, with the ICC, SRC, DOC and
other agencies, in issues of land use and management of natural resources.

• To provide information to Otatara residents and other landowners on how best
to manage and enhance natural areas, including weed and pest management.

• To advocate for the preservation and enhancement of forest remnants and other
natural values of the Otatara area (including New River Estuary, Sandy Point and
Oreti Beach).

• To promote increased use of native plants in gardens and on properties in Otatara.
• To improve the habitat for native wildlife in the Otatara area.
• To run a programme of activities which will include bush walks, field days and
talks to improve knowledge of the local environment, and working bees to help
individuals and organisations with their environmental projects.

• To promote Otatara’s natural areas to local people and visitors through publicity
(newsletter, leaflets, e.g., Gamble’s Educational Boardwalk).

Your Committee
Please contact any of the committee members if you have questions, ideas or problems relating to the Otatara/Sandy Point area.
Elected Committee Members 2008 – 2009
Barry Smith – Chairperson (ph. 213-1500)
Chris Rance – Secretary (ph. 213-1161)
Tracey Langmuir – Treasurer (ph. 213-0790) Lloyd Esler (ph. 213-0404)
Linda Jackson (ph. 213-1271)	Brian Rance (ph. 213-1161)
Randall Milne (ph. 213-0851)
Cathy MacFie (ph. 213-1267)
Jill Warhurst (ph. 216-6234)
Clair Leith (ph. 213-1148)
Deidre Francis (ph 213-0957)
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Chairspeak - A Message From the Chairperson
This has been a really good year for the Otatara Landcare Group. In April we
opened the entranceway to the Bushy Point Restoration Site with some planting
and landscaping and since then there have been a lot of people passing through the
area on walks. Occasionally I am working in the area when people pass through
and I take the opportunity to talk with them and see whether this was their first
time or whether they are regular users. It is quite clear from these conversations
that there are a lot of first-time users and that they appreciate the open spaces
afforded by Bushy Point and we would hope that numbers continue to increase.
The really good thing about this place, apart from being on your back doorstep, is
that it doesn’t cost anything to get in.
Recently we had another case of dogs bothering sheep. Two were spotted and
thanks to local residents in the Bryson Road and Marama Avenue area, one of these
dogs was caught. There are several unfortunate things with this though. Firstly
there were two sheep that were killed by the dogs and two others were injured
(but should recover). As well, three lambs were killed. Secondly, when dogs start
this sort of thing then they are always going to continue so as a result the dog that
was caught was put down. Should the other dog be caught then the same thing
will likely happen to it too. I believe the owners were somewhat stunned to find
that their dog was responsible for such damage and this should serve as a reminder
to all dog owners to be aware that this could happen and that if it does they are
responsible for the damage caused. As well, council may fine the dog owners and if
the dog is put down this can be very difficult for younger members of the family as
they come to grips with the loss of a much loved pet. We would, however, like to
take this opportunity to tell people that dogs are most certainly welcome with their
owners within Bushy Point but there are two stipulations. One, the ‘Dog Control
Act 1996’ empowers local authorities to make bylaws and one such by-law requires
every dog to be on a lead when not on the owners’ section or in their car. The
second requires that no dogs be taken into the area between the 1st of September
and the 31st of October. This is due to the fact that there are sheep lambing and
this can be quite a stressful time for them as they juggle having a new lamb or two,
the bonding with those lambs and also having to eat enough to build up reserves
coming out of the winter and to make enough milk to feed their lambs.
This newsletter has been produced by Lloyd Esler, Julie Campbell and Chris Rance
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I’ve walked the Bushy Point area reasonably often and it is great to see that the
plantings from early August are now starting to show signs of spring growth with
new leaves shooting forth. Another thing - this is the first year I’ve noticed a family of
wild ducks bring up a family in and around the pond we created in September two
years ago. With a little bit of luck they will breed again before the summer is out and
with the growth of the plants in the area providing more shelter it shouldn’t be too
many years before we see quite a population of wildlife established in the area.
This has really been another great year, we have had a lot of help from members and
other individuals and also the Southland Girls’ High School year 7 “Break Out”. In two
days these girls did about 25% of the voluntary hours that we have done this year.
Finally, the Otatara Landcare Group would like to take this opportunity to wish all
Otatara residents the very best for this coming Christmas season. May you enjoy
your time with your family and friends.
Barry Smith, Chairperson. (03) 213-1500 email: brsmith@callsouth.net.nz

More Otatara Street Names...
Fosbender Road
The road is named after Frank Fosbender who farmed in the New River Ferry area. He married in
1911 and died in 1965.

France Road
This is named after George France, an Invercargill builder, who bought half the shares of the Otatara
Land Proprietary Ltd and the Oreti Tramway Co. in 1916/17. Old maps show France Road linking
Oreti Road and Matua Road but only a small part of it was developed.

Grant Road
John Grant who was a blacksmith, and his wife Andrewetta, lived in this area.

Greig Road

The road is possibly named after Peter Greig who farmed at Otatara.

The Green Flash
Yes it’s real. If you are fortunate you may observe the green flash, and what better place to see it
than Oreti Beach on a late summer evening as the sun sets over the sea. The final rim of the setting
sun turns green for that last second – not always but sometimes. Those interested in the physics of
optical phenomena can find the explanation online. It is said that anyone witnessing the green flash
will never again make mistakes in matters of love so if your love-life is full of dead ends, disasters
and unrequited passion then head to the beach.
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Send Money Now!!
A reminder to those
With subs past their due
Please hasten to post
A donation from you.
We need the cashflow
For Otatara’s green spaces
And to keep up the smiles
On everyone’s faces!
To those not yet members
How about digging deep?
It’s only ten dollars a year
That’s really so cheap!
To help Bushy Point
Get the Pigeon Post
To run fun events
For Otatara’s bush and coast.

Thanks to the Invercargill City Council for funding the printing of this
newsletter for every household in Otatara.
To receive the Pigeon Post throughout the year please complete the form
over the page.
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I Want to Help Care for the Birds, the Bush and Wetlands at Otatara
and see them Prosper for Future Generations to Enjoy. I can Help by
Joining the OTATARA LANDCARE GROUP.
Membership
First Name/s

..........................................................................................................

Last name/s

...........................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................
		

...........................................................................................................

		

...........................................................................................................

		

...........................................................................................................

Contact phone/email
.

.............................................................................................

I enclose an annual membership fee $10 per household		

$....................

Ten year membership $50 per household				

$....................

Lifetime membership $100 per household			

$....................

I wish to make a donation 					

$....................

Enclosed Total Payment of					

$....................

Tick if receipt required ( )
Activities
I want to (please tick):
( ) help with restoration, weed control or growing plants
( ) help with or attend local Otatara walks
( ) help with bird surveys
( ) help with liaison with local councils
Send to:
Otatara Landcare Group
32 Taiepa Road
Otatara. Phone 213-0790
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Molly on the Shore
The changing seasons are reflected in the bird population of Foveaux Strait. In
spring – August and September – juvenile Buller’s mollymawks leave their chimneypot nests on the Snares and Hautere or Solander Island. That first day they have
to learn to fly, to swim, find their own food, dodge predators and adjust their
compasses to north, south, east and west. Most make it but many don’t. A dozen
or more end up on Oreti Beach and all over Southland young mollies crash-land
in paddocks, become road casualties or even fall into forests. There was one in
Otatara Bush Reserve last year. A few are rescued, fed up and sent aloft again but
for most it’s the end of a brief life. Mason Bay gets many of the youngsters. Too
weak to fly they swim ashore and within a couple of days have died of exhaustion
and starvation, gulls, skuas and cats pick the bodies down to the bone and a
recent visitor to Stewart Island counted
68 skeletons on the beach. Adult mollies
follow fishing boats hoping for fish
scraps and frequently a boat entering
Bluff Harbour brings a wheeling mass of
mollymawks, Sooty shearwaters, nellies,
gulls and Cape pigeons with it. The Bullers
mollymawk has a wingspan of over two
metres and it glides more than it flaps
its wings. The adult has a black bill with
orange on top. The juvenile has a pinkishgrey bill. This photo shows a youngster on
Oreti Beach in October.
Buller’s mollymork

Bananas
What colour is a ripe banana? Black of course. A banana is ripe when you can
cut the end off and tip it into a cup. In order to prove that black is the natural
colour of the banana a collection of toy and model bananas is being made
in hopes that the black ones will outnumber the yellows. So far the score is
twelve to three in favour of yellow. The aim is to collect 100 bananas. If you
have an unwanted banana, yellow, black, pink or anything else, phone Lloyd
Esler 213 0404 or poke it into the letterbox at 15 Mahuri Road.
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Fieldclub Information
Southland Natural History Field Club welcomes new members. We meet monthly
and have periodic fieldtrips. The main focus seems to be on birds but we also
take an interest in botany, geology, bush and the coast. January will provide the
opportunity to get up some hills and do some long walks. We have a wader count
and a grebe count in February.
The annual Birds at Borland weekend will be held in the September holiday, based
at Borland Lodge.
Lloyd Esler

Notes From Bush Haven
Since about 2002 May and Russell Evans at 49 Bryson Road, Otatara [BUSH HAVEN]
have been treating injured native birds - mainly kereru and tui - and rehabilitating
many of them back to the wild. This can be for varying periods of a few days to
several months.
During the special DOC project 2003-2006 there was a large number of birds due
to conservation officers catching kereru for tagging/banding with some ‘sulking’
birds that weren’t injured but needed fed and housed for a few days, some a few
weeks. Since this project was completed a steady stream of birds has been brought
to us - some from DOC, some from SPCA and some from local residents as the word
has spread of the Bryson Road sanctuary.
We have found that of the kereru brought to us in the last two years, about half
were as a result of birds flying into/through windows, and the remainder were
‘found on the roadside’ most of them probably as a result of being hit by cars.
Most of the birds from car incidents survive initially but often have injuries too
serious to repair, bearing in mind that the birds are hopefully to be released later
on, so some are euthanased to prevent suffering, and some later die even though
they appear to be improving.
Of the tuis found, those hit by cars don’t have much chance of survival and they
also have the misfortune of being caught by cats which invariably inflict quite
severe wounds, although these can be very hard to find as they can be deep and
don’t always bleed.
8

We have found that the main reason
birds fly into windows is because
of the size of the window, with the
angle of the sun shining into them
reflecting the bush surrounds, the
birds believe they are flying into
clear space. To alleviate this home
owners should put something in the
window i.e. a transfer or mobile of
a bird, or even a decoration of some
other kind - and don’t clean the
windows too often!

Tui feeding on kowhai flowers

We believe that the problem of birds being hit by cars could be alleviated mainly
by motorists slowing down around the bush areas as the birds do swoop down low
across and along roadways. There should be some signage on all our Otatara roads
to advise motorists that this is a bush bird [kereru/tui] area and to watch for them.
Ideally this should be a large square sign with something like ‘You are entering
kereru/tui habitat - please drive slowly and watch for them flying low’; however
this would probably be too big and some smaller combination of words would still
help prevent fatalities.
Another worry is that some residents still let off fireworks in November - we believe
these should be banned in bush areas - apart from the obvious risk of fire they disturb
birds from their nests in a vital part of the breeding season. A bird which leaves the
nest from stress is often too unsettled to return and chicks or eggs can be lost.

Garden Design
Over the page are two garden designs! Most gardens are somewhere between the
two extremes – beautifully illustrated by Gwen Challoner. But with the price of
petrol and food going up why not try and turn your garden into a productive and
living place – there is lots of information available to learn about some of the things
illustrated in the second garden – email or phone the Invercargill Environment
Centre to get further details – iec@paradise.net.nz or phone Clair on 218-2100
Chris Rance
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Try a New Track!
Petries Track
One of the more popular Sandy Point Tracks is Petrie’s Track which goes between
Daffodil Bay and McLennan’s Flat. It takes about an hour to do the loop and the
walker will enjoy the changing views, vegetation and birdlife. Starting at Daffodil
Bay you pass the frogless Frog Pond and encounter a sign advising No Cyclists.
Perhaps it really means No Bicycles. This is actually the Rover Track, a loop of
Petrie’s Track which was formed as a community project by rovers attending the
National Rover Moot in 1989. Across Daffodil Bay you can see the transition in
vegetation from the flax down through the Leptocarpus to the sedge Three-square.
Birdlife includes pukekos, plovers, Paradise ducks, stilts and herons. Tree-felling
operations change the landscape every couple
Explorers Club
of decades and the formerly easy access to
The
Southland
Explorers Club has
West’s Point is now cut off by a fierce growth
started up again. This is a nature club
of gorse - council please note! At other points
for children 9-13 who are keen on birds,
plants, fossils, beaches etc. Meetings
you can get down to the water’s edge and
are held weekly on Thursdays 4-5 with
at low tide there is an abundance of crabs,
one evening meeting each month.
Fieldtrips are frequent, especially in the
mudsnails and wading birds. Look for rocks
warmer months. For more information
surrounded by broken snail shells. These are the
contact Lloyd Esler, ph 213 0404.
anvils used by thrushes and kingfishers to break
Below – Club members doing a fernbird
open their lunches.
watch on Gamble’s boardwalk.
A fine viewing platform gives views across the
lower Oreti River to the Otatara South Scenic
Reserve, and ten minutes further walk through
pines brings you to the carpark at McLennan’s
Flat. Return to Daffodil Bay along Petrie’s Track
which is the vehicle track passing through lofty
pines. There is a good bird population here,
especially finches and the native Grey warblers
and Brown creepers. The undulating terrain,
scenery, shade and soft ground make this loop
a popular running track so expect to encounter
numbers of fit people enjoying Sandy Point in
their own way.
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Native Plant Profiles – Climbers
I am going to start a series of articles on our native climber and vine species. Did
you know there are at least 12 different native climber or vine species recorded
from Otatara? In addition there are many other native vines found elsewhere in
Southland or New Zealand. However some our most well known climbers are the
introduced weedy ones that are a problem in the bush and in our gardens. Because
of the problem that some of these introduced vines cause sometimes even the good
vines are removed as all vines are thought to be a problem. This is why I thought I
should raise the profile of some of our native vines and climbers.

Clematis
There are many species of clematis both native and introduced. There are three
native species found in Otatara and there are also several introduced garden
species. Our native clematis generally flowers in September or October and they
can put on a prolific flowering display. The best known of our local clematis is
Clematis paniculata, puawananga or white
flowered clematis. To me its spectacular
flowering with masses of bold white flowers,
heralds the arrival of spring. I have recently
seen a few plants flowering around Otatara.
It is a strong-growing climber that can reach
the top of the forest canopy however seems
to be most conspicuous in moderate stature
regenerating bush. It has leathery, trifoliate
(three parts), dull green leaves as an adult. The
foliage of young plants tend to be more lobed
and they sometimes exhibit a long, narrow
form. Each plant is either male or female, the
technical term for this trait is ‘dioecious’. The
only easy way to tell the sex of the plant is
when it is flowering as the male flowers are
larger than female flowers. Once the flowering
has finished it develops silvery, plumed seed
clusters, which when ripe break apart and are
dispersed by the wind.
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The second of our clematis is Clematis foetida. This name is a misnomer as it
has a lovely sweet scented flower. It has yellow flowers, which, though not as
conspicuous in size, can be much more abundant than those of its white-flowered
cousin. It has thinner, smaller and brighter green leaves and does not tend to grow
as tall as C. paniculata, but is often more vigorous having a mass of foliage. It is
much more common further inland than the coast or Otatara. It is quite similar to
the very weedy Old mans beard (C. vitalba) and has similar-sized, cream flowers.
Therefore you need to be sure of your identification before you start removing it!
Both occur in Otatara. A good character to tell these apart is that C. foetida flowers
in spring and Old mans beard not until after Christmas. Also, Old mans beard is
deciduous and has striped stems; C. foetida is evergreen without striped stems. If
not sure, contact Department of Conservation or Environment Southland.
The third native clematis is C. marata. This clematis is much smaller, generally
climbing through shrubs in more open areas. It has small, inconspicuous divided
leaves that are brown in colour. It has small (1cm +) flowers. Because of its colour,
sparse growth and habitat it can be easily missed.
All three native clematis are attractive plants that should be encouraged. They
could even be added into your garden!
Brian Rance

Elderflower Cordial
Weed control that’s fun and produces a delicious
drink too!

Recipe
1.5 kg sugar
1.5 litres boiled water
50g citric acid
25 elderflower heads
2 washed and sliced lemons

Method
Dissolve sugar in boiling water and cool. Wash and
shake dry elderflower heads and infuse (in muslin
bag) with lemons and acid for two days in the syrup
(in a non-metallic bucket). Strain and fill bottles and
store in a cool place. Keeps well but can be drunk
immediately. Enjoy!
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Spring into the Community Nursery!
In October/November a combination of wild weather, sunny
spring days and good amounts of rain has been challenging
for the grower. Now, confident that frosts are over, we are
furiously potting native seedlings in the nursery to get the
most out of the shorter Southland growing season.
Before winter we sowed all our native seeds, potted last
year’s seedlings into tiny pots and in July’s propagation
workshops put in over 1000 native cuttings.
We are now in full production mode and before Christmas is the best time to come
and visit the nursery to help with potting, weeding and take home some plants to
plant out (for free!).
We recently had a visit from Verdon College students (50 of them!). In about one
hour they potted up 283 red tussock plants – a great effort. Tussocks and other
native plants are being planted in the school grounds as part of a native landscape
plan – along with vegetable growing. Although the weather was not ideal, the
children seemed to enjoy being out (in the very fresh air!) and learning about
growing their own plants. Once acquired, it is a skill you can use for life!
Teresa Jackson, DOC’s environmental teacher, came too and took groups round
our ponds to go ‘bug hunting’. Teresa is taking a year off to travel and she will be
sorely missed by all the children
in Southland as well as ourselves
– thanks for all your help at the
nursery Teresa and happy travels.
If you have a native planting
project in mind, or want advice,
come to the nursery on Fridays.
We welcome groups and
schools at other times by prior
arrangement.
Chris Rance
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Native Birds Benefit From Pest Control at
Bushy Point
Over the last year animal pest control has increased so that nearly 90 hectares of
the Bushy Point area is under intensive pest control. Pest control traps for stoats,
weasels and possums and rat bait stations have been set up every 50 metres along
lines and are serviced every two weeks by keen Landcare Group volunteers. The
traps are humane, killing animals quickly, and are housed in tunnels or mounted on
trees, so domestic animals are in no danger.
In 2007/08 77 Possums, 14 stoats and two weasels were killed and this can only be
good for the birds nesting at this time of year. In the 2008/9 season five possums
and 4 stoats have been caught. The majority of stoats were caught in the months
of May, June and December. Most possums were caught in February and March,
November and December and if we make an effort while birds are nesting then the
benefits are greatest.
Possums, stoats and rats are all known to climb trees, eating birds eggs and chicks
and there is documented evidence of tui chicks in Otatara being predated on
the nest by a rat. Without help it is only a matter of time before birds decline to
levels where we notice less and less birdsong (which is
apparent in many other areas). The project is being
monitored by bird counts which are undertaken
for Environment Southland every three
months, along with Mores
Reserve, Omaui and Bluff Hill.
If you would like to take
some action on your own
property and want advice, contact Sherman
Smith at Environment Southland and he will be pleased to advise you. Sherman
and Colin Bishop from DOC have been invaluable helping the Landcare Group
design and set up its pest control operation. Thanks also to our main volunteers Ian
Gamble and Len Diack who service over 4 kilometres of Bushy Point pest control
lines every two weeks.
Chris Rance
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The Taste of Summer
Fancy the idea of biting into a sweet juicy apple, a mouth-watering crumble or
sipping on a crisp cold cider on a summer afternoon, all sourced from organic apples
locally grown here in Southland? The Open Orchard is here to get you started.
Twenty people keen to learn how to graft and maintain their own heritage
apples recently attended workshops run by Robert and Robyn Guyton held at the
Community Nursery in Grant Road. After years hunting down heritage varieties
in fast-disappearing orchards throughout the Southland Region, the Guytons and
other interested members of the South Coast Environment Society formed the
Open Orchard Project to promote the benefits of historic apples brought into New
Zealand over 150 years ago. Genetic diversity in heritage varieties brings individual
traits including taste, long keeping qualities, special purpose varieties and superior
levels of antioxidants. Some of the species are now extinct in the UK.
The Guytons have a collection of rootstocks with scions (cuttings) chosen for a
wide range of types and characters suitable for our local conditions and climate.
Wonderful poetically named varieties such as ‘Peasgood Non Such’, ‘Lady Suddley’,
‘Beauty of Bath’ and ‘Kentish Fillibasket’ are available to everyone enthusiastic about
picking fruit from their own trees. Pruning and grafting workshops are held around
Southland periodically, with grafted trees available for sale. For more information visit
or phone the South Coast Environment Centre in Riverton (154 Palmerston St - 03
2348717) or email office@sces.org.nz or visit the website www.sces.org.nz
Linda Jackson

Goosey Goosey Gander...
Whither shall you wander?
Beware a grey/brown farmyard goose with an identity crisis!
I first saw it flying in formation with Black swans down the Oreti River. Two days
later it was in a sheep race on Oreti Road in the company of a solitary ewe. For the
next two days it was in an adjacent paddock sitting on the ewe’s back. Can anyone
add to the story of this poor confused bird? Do we blame the parents or the system?
Cathy Macfie
17

Why Worry About Weeds in Otatara?
In the first Pigeon Post the Otatara Landcare Group published in 1999, we came up
with a list of 11 of the worst weeds for the Otatara and Sandy Point area. These are:
1. Sycamore				

7. Ivy

2. Chilean flame creeper		

8. Cotoneaster

3. Darwin’s barberry			

9. Elderberry

4. Old man’s beard			

10. Green daphne

5. Blackberry				

11. European spindleberry

6. Holly

Why is the Landcare Group worried about these weeds?
These weeds are found around people’s houses, in their bush sections or in reserve areas in Otatara and Sandy Point. Once they get into the bush, they are faster
growing than native plant species, smother seedlings and ground cover plants;
they thrive on disturbance and alter their environment so they favour the growth
of themselves or other weeds over our native vegetation. Combined, these factors
threaten the long-term survival of Otatara bush - one of the reasons many people
choose to live here.

So what can you do?
The first step is to learn what these weeds look like. There are three free guides
that can help with this. The Otatara - Sandy Point Bushcare guide published by
Invercargill City Council is an excellent guide to help identify weeds and look after
the bush. Copies are available from Invercargill City Council. Weedbusters have
produced a guide to recognizing and controlling invasive weeds in New Zealand.
The guide is available from Weedbusters through the website www.weedbusters.
org.nz, or from Environment Southland. The Weedbusters website also has lots
of useful information about weeds and how to get involved in weedbusting activities. The Regional Pest Management Strategy for Southland lists the weeds that
have been classified as pest plants in the region. It includes the 11 weeds as well
as quite a few others that are a problem in Otatara. The strategy is available online
from Environment Southland’s website (www.es.govt.nz), or as a hard copy on
request.
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The next step is to do something about the weeds. This is where it gets tough.
Controlling weeds takes time - firstly to do the job itself, then to keep going back
to make sure there aren’t more weeds growing where you’ve got rid of them in the
first place. All this takes time, which seems to be in short supply these days.
There are three main ways of controlling weeds. Physical control involves pulling, digging or cutting weeds. Chemical control is using herbicides to kill weeds,
and habitat management involves altering the conditions so the weeds are not as
vigorous and don’t cause as much damage. One of the best things you can do is to
plant fast-growing native species in your bush and garden to make it less suitable
for weeds. The Otatara - Sandy Point bushcare guide lists suitable native plant species for this. The Southland Community Nursery website http://homepages.ihug.
co.nz/~rances/index.htm has lots of good information about native plants - how to
grow them, which ones are fast growing, which ones attract birds etc. The Community Nursery also provides free materials and facilities for people to grow native
plants for their own use.
The right method to control weeds depends upon the type of weed you dealing
with, how much there is, and where it is found. Seedlings and small plants can be
pulled or dug out. However, some weeds will re-sprout if the roots are left in the
ground, or the stems are cut and not treated with herbicide. Controlling weeds
with herbicides can be appropriate, but care is needed to make sure desirable
plants are not harmed. Large areas cleared of weeds may just grow more if they are
left bare. It can be frustrating to spend precious time controlling weeds, simply to
find you’re back to square one in a few months.
Choosing the best method to control weeds in a bush or garden situation may seem
daunting at first, but there is help at hand. Recognizing what the weed looks like
is a good first step. The next step is learning the appropriate control method for a
particular weed in a particular situation. The final step is taking action to control
the weeds, and manage the area so it is less favourable for their growth.
If you want to know more about the 11 worst weeds in Otatara and Sandy Point
and what you can do about them, feel free to contact me. I’m happy to talk or arrange a visit to discuss what to do about these and other weeds in the Otatara and
Sandy Point area.
Randall Milne, Biosecurity Officer (Pest Plants), Environment Southland,
Ph 0800 76 88 45, randall.milne@es.govt.nz
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