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Kiwi Conservation Club kids having fun learning about the environment in which they live
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Services and Organisations
Tim Frampton Professionals Real Estate, 027 2545955, tim.f@prored.co.nz
Timpany S J (Steve) Contracting, 34 Marama Ave S, 03-213 0609
Venluree Curtains Blinds and Shutters, Ingrid Scott, 80E Black Rd, 021 881 120

CARPENTERS, BUILDERS, PAINTERS, PLUMBERS & ELECTRICIANS
Darren Scott Design, 359 Oreti Rd, 027 244 5351, www.darrenscott.co.nz
David Russell Master Painter, 66 Vyner Rd, 03-213 0556
Paul Clay Builder, 7 Vyner Rd, 03-213 0722
Richard Affleck Building Ltd, 236 Oreti Rd, 027 637 4530
Telepower, Gerard Wyering, 35 Raeburn Ave, 03-213 1184, telepower@xtra.co.nz
Ultra Gas Plumbing & Drainage, 214/222 Otatara Rd, 03-213 1507, www.ultragas.co.nz
Wayne Robertson Builders, 39 France Rd, 021 999 593, 03-213 0407 (AH)
All listings in this booklet are based on information available at the time of print.
OLG takes no responsibility for any errors or omissions, if you would like to update or add to our listings,
please send your information to otataralg@gmail.com and we’ll include it in our next publication.

Welcome to Otatara
COUNTRY LIVING IN THE CITY
The suburb of Otatara, only minutes away from the city of Invercargill,
has a distinctly rural feel to it. Nestled in the midst of some spectacular
native bush, the community which is an appealing mix of small farms,
residential areas, lifestyle blocks, parks and reserves, is home to some
2,600 residents.

“My kids love it here,” commented Bronwyn Graham, a resident of
Otatara and Play Centre teacher. “It has that semi-rural feel with the
bush and it’s a great lifestyle.” An ex-DOC employee, Mrs. Graham is
also the KCC coordinator for the area (see article on Page 6) and a
frequent volunteer at the Southland Community Nursery. When
pressed as to whether she would prefer to live anywhere else, Mrs. Graham replied: “I’m not
originally from Southland, but I’ve found my place here.”

Photos by Barry Smith

In colonial days, Otatara was a bush community and while less than 20% of the original forest
remains, what is left is now protected and cared for and contributes significantly to Otatara’s special
character. Remnants of coastal totara forest growing on ancient sand-dunes have national importance
because of their rarity. Small as they are, these forest remnants support a wide range of native birds,
notably kereru (wood pigeon), tui, korimako (bellbird), piwakawaka (fantail) and, more recently,
kakariki and kaka. Sightings are commonplace and many take up residence in backyards and in the
bush blocks adjoining properties.
It was to preserve the unique qualities of Otatara and the hidden treasures found here, that the
Otatara Landcare Group was formed. You’ll find more about our activities in the pages that follow.

Welcome to Otatara.
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Services and Organisations

Protecting the Bush
Native trees take hundreds of years to mature and the ones
in Otatara are protected by Invercargill City Council’s District
Plan.
The District Plan identifies areas of significant native bush
throughout Invercargill. In Otatara, these areas are subject
to a number of rules controlling what can and cannot be
done to the bush in order to preserve its ecological, intrinsic
and amenity values. In most cases, the removal of native
trees will require resource consent.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Beauty
Kerry’s Hair Design, Kerry McLean, 63 Aicken Rd, 03-213 0907, 027 300 5720
NV Beauty Salon, Natasha Voorkamp, 19 Vyner Rd, 021 0208 4899,
natasha.voorkamp@xtra.co.nz , https://nvbeauty.gettimely.com/book
Zenn Beauty Therapy, Katy Cheyne, Kakariki Way, 03-213 1001, 027 230 5060
Rance’s Bush, Otatara

If you wish to modify or remove any native trees on your property,
please consult first with an ICC Resource Consents Officer.

Weedbusting
A number of garden plants have invaded the bush and become serious pests.
Information on these weeds and practical tips on controlling their spread is
available from Environment Southland or the Otatara Landcare Group.
A booklet published by Weedbusters in 2007, and sponsored by the Department of Conservation
and all four of the Southland Councils, “PLANT ME INSTEAD! SOUTHLAND”, details in pictorial form
many of these garden escapees and provides recommendations for alternative plants that are not
so invasive. In every case it offers a native alternative (look for the kiwi) and a popular exotic that is
a much better choice than its weed-behaving counterpart.
The booklet is available from the Southland Community Nursery (185 Grant Road) or from
Environment Southland.
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Health
Otatara Infrared Detoxing Sauna, Oreti Road, 027 533 3600
Rife Frequency Therapy, Robyn Dennis, 169 Marama Ave N, 027 230 5060
Massage
Fern and Feather Retreat, Gretchen Ledington, 106 Ariki Ave, 021 512 147,
www.facebook.com/fernandfeatherretreat/
Otatara Retreat, Julie Anderson, 116 Marama Ave S, 027 486 2376
Fitness and Wellbeing
Otatara Fitness, Melissa Aitken, 027 533 3600, www.melissafitness.co.nz
Yoga and Qoya Studio, Heather Hubber, 10 Ariki Ave, 027 470 1039,
heartfulexperience@gmail.com

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES
All Pest Southland Pest Control, 40 Dunns Rd, 03-213 1252
BioActive Soils, 123 Black Rd, 03-230 4286
Chris McMillan Tree Wrangler, 03-213 1165, 021 241 6236, treewranglernz@outlook.com,
facebook@treewranglernz
Crest Commercial Cleaning Invercargill, 106 Grant Rd, 03-214 4655
DH Caravan Repairs, 222 Otatara Rd, 03-213 0202, 027 632 8226
Doug Bath, Southland Real Estate, 027 213 0688, doug@sre.co.nz
Forest Grove K9 Academy, Lesley Catterall, KPA-CTP, 96 Black Rd, 021 916 124
Geoff Timpany Contracting Ltd, 110 Ariki Ave, 03-213 1061, 027 263 5796,
geoff@geofftimpany.co.nz
J Robson Ltd, Concreting Contractor, Black Rd, 027 651 0249, 03-213 1312 (AH)
Panda Boarding Cattery, 9 Tui Pl, 03-213 0183
Safeway Spraying Services, 84 Aiken Rd, 03-213 0138
Sherry Elton Ray White Real Estate, 027 213 1156, sherry.elton@raywhite.com
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Services and Organisations
Scott’s Cut Comb Honey, Gemma Scott, beekeeping, 9 Aicken Rd, 027 323 2204
The Cabbage Tree Restaurant, 379 Dunns Rd, 03-213 1443
Wetlands Bottle-O, 1 Marama Ave S, 03-213 1490
Ziff’s Café & Bar, 143 Dunns Rd, 03-213 0501

CONSERVATION GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS
Otatara Landcare Group, Chairman: Barry Smith, 03-213 1500
Otatara Pestbusters, Coordinator: Dallas Bradley, 03-213 0234, 021-784 962
Southland Community Nursery, Chris and Brian Rance, 185 Grant Rd, Phone first: 03-213 1161
Native Bird Hospital, Kathy Morrison and Douglas Black, 33 Oreti Rd, 03-213 0530, 027 786 5365

RECREATION
Boating: Southland Power Boat Club, 83 Sandy Point Rd, 03-213 0412
Bowls: Otatara Bowling Club, Stevie Crichton, 027 602 3823, 03-213 1025
Equestrian:
Rakiura Rides, 5 Sandy Point Rd, 03-213 1081, 021 234 0322, bspie@xtra.co.nz
Southland Riding for the Disabled, 184 Erskine Rd, 03-213 0464, www.rdasouthland.org.nz
Flying Horse Ltd, 79 Erskine Rd, 03-213 1200
Golf: Invercargill Golf Club, 190 Dunns Rd, 03-213 1133, www.invercargillgolf.co.nz
Orienteering: Southland Orienteering Club, Sally Duston, 03-213 1403, 027 354 8209
Rowing:
Invercargill Rowing Club, 89 Sandy Pt Rd, 03-213 1211, 03-216 5602
Waihopai Rowing Club Inc, Evan France, 97 Sandy Pt Rd, 03-213 0413

The Otatara Landcare Group, an Incorporated Society
formed in 1999, celebrated its 20th anniversary in March
2019. The group was formed because people who live in
Otatara believe that the special natural features of this
area deserve the best care possible.
Landcare Groups operate throughout New Zealand and
promote sustainable land management. The Otatara
Landcare Group covers Otatara west to Sandy Point and
east to the New River Estuary.
The group organises local walks, conservation projects and
planting days, and produces “Pigeon Post”—a newsletter
for residents. The Post reports on local events and issues in
the community, informs residents of aspects of the area’s
natural history and offers practical advice on a range of
topics pertinent to the preservation of our unique
environment.

To join the Otatara Landcare Group, for just $50 Life Membership, complete the membership
form at www.otataralandcare.org.nz/about-us/ or email otataralg@gmail.com.
Sunset over Bushy Point, Barry Smith
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Services and Organisations
ACCOMMODATION
"I will love and care for my natural world—the native plants, the animals and the places where
they live. I CAN make a difference."

Kiwi Conservation Club
Know a young person who loves to get out in nature? Let them know that they too can join the Kiwi
Conservation Club and receive the excellent children’s magazine “Wild Things” four times a year.
KCC membership makes a great gift. It's easy to join.
Go to www.kcc.org.nz or phone 0800 200 064.
Periodically throughout the year, groups of children from the local Kiwi Conservation Club head
outdoors on one of their regular adventures. Often it is to discover more about Bushy Point in
Otatara and the efforts of the Otatara Landcare Group in restoring this area. Every year in
September the group joins in the Otatara Landcare Group’s annual planting day, helping plant 1000
plants, and enjoying the sausage sizzle afterwards.
KCC is Forest and Bird’s kids’ club, and is New Zealand’s only conservation group for children. The
Southland branch of KCC is led by Bronwyn Graham who’s been running KCC since 2015. “The Kiwi
Conservation Club is a marvellous way for kids and their families to get out and explore nature, and
discover their personal connection to the natural world,” explains Bronwyn. “KCC is all about
exploring the outdoors and having fun. As well as regular trips and nature based adventures,
members receive a magazine four times a year, and get to write for their own fantastic website.”
Research shows that being involved in nature is important for children’s emotional and physical
development. It also helps them understand the connections between themselves and the natural
world, and the role that they can play in helping to look after it.
The Kiwi Conservation Club has been running for 30 years, and has over 5,000 members over 30
active branches around the country. Clubs typically spend time exploring local beaches or forests,
helping with projects like habitat restoration, creating lizard gardens, or making hotels for insects.

A Bush Retreat, 31 Bryson Rd , 03-213 0319
Beach Road Holiday Park, 375 Dunns Rd, 03-213 0400, www.beachroadholidaypark.co.nz
Hayes Retreat, 187 Erskine Rd
Marama Lodge Otatara, Ron & Judy Jeffcoat, 81 Marama Ave S, book online
Oreti Beach House, 9 Foveaux St
Tui Hideaway, 52 Awarua Rd, 0274 448 722

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Community Hall, Dunns Rd, Booking through Otatara School, 03-213 1009
Kids Pace Education, 13 Allan St, 0800GO KIDS / 027 KIDS PACE
Otatara Community Church, Community Hall, Dunns Rd, 03-213 1202
Otatara Kindergarten, Dunns Rd, 03-213 0737
Otatara Community Noticeboard—find us on Facebook and sign up
Otatara Preschool, Petrina Frampton, 6 Marama Ave N, 027 253 0957,
03-213 0456 (9am – 1:30pm), info@otatarapreschool.co.nz
Otatara School, 146 Dunns Rd, 03-213 1009

ART AND CRAFT
Ange M Design, Jewellery, 223 Oreti St, 03-213 0806
Debbie Brown Jewellery, Black Rd, 021 141 2192
Gordon Duston, watercolour artist, 24 Rata Rd, 03-213 1403
Gemma Scott, potter, 9 Aicken Rd, 027 323 2204
Marie Washbourn, potter, 130 Grant Rd, 03-213 0968
Michael Scheele, watercolour artist, 12 Bryson Rd, 021 372 700
Otatara Leadlight, Norris Johnston, craftsman, 155 Black Rd, 03-213 0858
Rata Koning, painter, 28 Rata Rd, 03-213 0207
Taut Art / Wooden Heart Art and Craft, 14 Marama Ave N, 03-213 0566

FOOD, BEVERAGES, CAFES, AND RESTAURANTS
Southland KCC holds regular events
Kiwi Conservation Club is active in Southland with Otatara resident
Bronwyn Graham the KCC Coordinator.
Contact KCC Southland at southland@kcc.org.nz.
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Four Square Supermarket, 99 Dunns Rd, 03-213 1334
Mr Kool Ice Cream, Paul Strudwicke, 44 Marama Ave, 027 289 8404
My Darling Daisy Tearooms, 62 Vyner Rd, 03-213 0984
Otatara Chinese Takeaway, Dunns Rd, 03-213 0300
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Bushy Point Restoration Project
In 2000 the Otatara Landcare Group began an
ambitious project to restore 14 hectares of
rough pasture between two remnants of
nationally significant native totara forest (off
Grant Road). Community planting days, weed
and possum control, fencing, grazing
management and the creation of a pond and
wetland area have significantly transformed the
site. Public access exists from the end of Bryson
Road and there are mowed paths and walking
tracks, as well as interpretation panels like the
one pictured to raise awareness of this valuable
local resource.
In 2008, the OLG extended pest control (for rats,
possums and mustelids) over 90 hectares of
land surrounding the Bushy Point Project. The
pest lines are maintained by volunteers every
two weeks and help is always appreciated. Email
otataralg@gmail.com if you’d like to get involved.
You can take a self-guided walk (1 hour return)
through Bushy Point by following the path until
you reach the pond and wetland area.
Alternatively, you may prefer to take the
shorter walk (20 min. return) up to the lookout
where you can sit and look over the estuary.
In 2019, the Project held its Triple Celebration
event: 15,000 volunteer hours over 20 years,
with a total of 30,000 plants put in at their
annual September planting days.
For more information on the Project including
how to get involved, or to download a selfguided walk leaflet, visit the website at:
www.otataralandcare.org.nz/bushy-point-restoration/
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Otatara Pestbusters
What’s it all about?
Dallas Bradley, the coordinator of the Otatara Pestbusters Group
is adamant that the work of Pestbusters has had a significant impact
on the number of birds now in the area.

PLAY CENTRE

Become an Otatara Pestbuster and join 200 other Otatara
residents who are currently controlling animal pests, rats in
particular, on their properties.

$200 DONATION TO OLG

Membership is FREE and entitles you to low-cost rat bait
(poison), bait stations (pet safe) and traps, plus as much advice
on pest management as you want!

Font size no smaller than 10 pts in any font you like.

Otatara Pestbusters was established in 2010 by Russell and May
Evans in conjunction with the Otatara Landcare Group. The
objective was to increase bird numbers by reducing the number
of rats, stoats and possums that were destroying the birds, their
eggs and their habitat—and it’s working! There is a noticeable
increase of tui, kereru, kakariki and fantails in the area as well as
most other birds.
“There are a lot more rats here than most people realise,” says
Dallas, “I’d only seen two dead rats in 25 years before I started
pestbusting and now I regularly trap a half dozen or so annually
plus whatever the poison gets.“
Some Otatara building fires in the past have been attributed to
rats chewing the wiring, so rat control benefits your home as well
as the birds. Fewer rats and mice in ceilings, under houses, or in
the electrics of your home or vehicles makes for a healthier and
safer home environment.
For more information or to sign up, get in contact with Dallas.
Phone: 03-213 0234 / 021-784 962
Email: amberg2@gmail.com

For $20 you’ll be well on the way to successful pestbusting.
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Natural Otatara
In October 2010, the Otatara Landcare Group, with funding from the
Department of Conservation and the skill and knowledge of Lloyd Esler,
produced this comprehensive guide to Otatara and Sandy Point.
The book is crammed with information on the origins, habitat and
recreational activities available within Otatara and is illustrated with
sketches of the flora and fauna you are most likely to find in the area.
The book is available FREE from the Otatara Landcare Group or the
Southland Community Nursery and is a must have for any new resident to
the community.
OTATARA—a hidden treasure is a supplement to NATURAL OTATARA, and this 2nd
edition has been made possible through the generous donations of our advertisers.

iNaturalist NZ is a community website which enables contributors to learn about what is in their
backyard, local reserve or community. It is a place where people can share what they see in nature—
flora, fauna or fungi, set up citizen science and community-based monitoring projects, meet other
nature watchers and learn about New Zealand’s natural history. It is free to join and you can either
download the app to your smartphone or search inaturalist.nz on your internet browser and follow
the instructions to register.
iNaturalist NZ is run by the NZ Bio-Recording Network Trust and aims to engage and assist New
Zealanders in observing and recording bio-information. The way it works is simple: if you see
something you want to know about or you think it unusual or unique, snap a photo of it and upload
it to your iNaturalist account. Scientists and enthusiasts from around the country will identify the
image and that data will go into a national count.
To find out more, go to inaturalist.nz or download the app and get started.

Southland Community Nursery
Established by Chris and Brian
Rance on their property in
Grant Road, the Southland
Community Nursery (SCN)
trades free plants endemic to the area in exchange for
volunteer labour. Open every Friday morning from
9 am until 12, it is a meeting place for like-minded
people interested in learning about the plants they are
working with and understanding which plants work
best in which conditions.

Apple Pressing in May

Each week there are a number of tasks needing doing so there is always something to suit the skills
and capabilities of any volunteer. Activities are linked to the seasons and so reflect the natural
growing cycle of plants. A key feature of Fridays is the shared morning tea which gives volunteers a
chance to catch up with friends and to try the delicious home-made goodies, some often “just
baked,” or indulge in seasonally fresh-picked produce that has been “foraged” on the way to the
nursery.
SCN is a Charitable Trust and is an ideal place to
purchase locally sourced and grown plants that you
know will do well in Otatara conditions. Just $5 for a
PB3 sized potted plant, it is a super convenient go-to
place for plants for your home or to give as a gift.
Purchases can be made by appointment, simply email
Chris at: rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz.
Alternatively, come along to our family-friendly Friday
mornings as we are also open for plant sales then. At
other times the nursery and property are open by prior
arrangement, call Chris: 03-213 1161 in the evening.
Southland Community Nursery also has an Education Centre which is available for use by schools
and as a workshop or event venue. The SCN runs its own workshops which are detailed at
www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/news-and-events/. For more information on how the
nursery works and how you can get involved come and see for yourself or go to the website:
www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz
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Dealing with Rubbish
A number of independent rubbish collection services operate in the Otatara area and collect
rubbish weekly for an annual fee (e.g., BCL: 03-218 7007, Southern Transport: 03-216 9059).
Otatara Landcare Group encourages a reduce, reuse, recycle approach as the main solution to
Invercargill’s waste disposal problems.
Standard recyclables such as plastics (1 and 2), glass, tin cans, aluminium cans,
paper, and cardboard as well as any e-waste materials (laptops, printers,
computers) can be taken to Southland disABILITY Enterprises at 28 Ettrick
Street from 8 am—4:30 pm weekdays.
Check their website to see what they do and do not take: http://sde.org.nz/

Orienteering by rainbow, Sally Duston

If you want to light a fire...
Fire is a big threat to native bush areas—and to the
homes amongst them. While fire permits are not
required in Otatara during an Open Fire Season, every
resident is responsible for taking the precautions
necessary to ensure any fire lit is kept under control and
meets the requirements for safe fire management.
The FAQ section of Fire and Emergency’s website:
http://urban.checkitsalright.nz/ gives you clear and detailed answers
to many of the questions that arise regarding the lighting of a fire
on your property, on the beach or on public conservation land.

Education Centre
Being out in the environment and interacting with the
natural flora and fauna of a habitat is the best way for
children and young people (or people of any age) to learn
about nature. At the Southland Community Nursery we
believe it is important that children are exposed to hands-on outdoor
learning experiences in a safe environment and that’s exactly what we provide through our
Education Centre.
Completed in December 2013, the specially
designed Nature Education Centre has become
an integral part of the offering available from
Southland Community Nursery as an all-weather,
hands-on, environmental learning facility. The
Centre is a great venue for educational
workshops of all types. We cater to children of all
ages from pre-school to secondary as well as
community groups, research groups or anyone
keen to learn more about our natural habitat.

In 2019 the Centre, in collaboration with the Otatara Primary School, ran a series of nature days
designed to give every child in the school the experience of interacting with aspects of the Otatara
bush—something we want to repeat in future years with other schools and groups.
Each year the Centre offers a range of workshops
in response to customer demand including food
foraging from the forest, painting and craft work,
apple grafting, permaculture and making your
own natural cosmetics. We also host special
speakers like Rob Tipa, author of “Treasures of
Tane” or bugman, Ruud Kleinpaste.
Because the Southland Community Nursery is a
Charitable Trust, it is able to offer the use of the
Education Centre at a minimal cost.

Jo Ogier Workshop

To find out more or to make a booking contact Chris by phone on 03-213 1161 (evenings), by email
at rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz or visit the website:
https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/education-centre/
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Surrey Park School
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Responsible Pet Ownership

Southland Orienteering Club
Orienteering is a map sport which exercises your brain as well as your
body. The Club holds regular events at Bushy Point and at Sandy Point.
It is a sport for everyone regardless of age (our eldest member is well
over 80). You don’t have to run, you can do it entirely at your own pace,
by yourself or with friends and family.

One way we can help keep the birds and newly planted bush areas in Otatara safe is through
responsible pet ownership. Keeping our dogs on a leash when in reserves and parks, and sticking to
the paths, helps protect the bush. Dogs on the loose can easily damage young plants or disturb
nesting birds. It is also safer for our dogs—the pest poisoning and trapping in the parks and reserves
can be harmful to any dog not under the control of its owner.

Orienteering is a sport that challenges your perception as well as
building skill. It teaches you how to read the contours of the land and
vegetation while you navigate around a pre-set course.

Picking up after your dog is also a way you can help keep our bush clean and safe for children to
explore. The Otatara Landcare Group provides dog waste retrieval bags for use in many of the
reserves. We appreciate you using them and disposing of your dog’s deposit responsibly, i.e. taking
the used bag home with you.

Each course has a contour map, like the one illustrated below, developed specifically for the
event. All events are timed and your performance is tracked electronically, so at the end of the
course, you can monitor your performance at each stage. Alternatively, if you are the
competitive type, you can use this data to add another dimension to the event.
We are a diverse and friendly club with lots of
members with young families.
For more information or to learn about our next event,
contact Sally on 03-213 1403, find us on Facebook or
go to our website:

Like dogs, cats are predators and pose a serious risk to our nesting birds. Keeping cats inside at night
limits their ranging and keeps them safe from feral cat traps or property owners who want to
protect their free-ranging domestic fowl, or wild bird and insect life. Collaring your cat gives the
birds a chance and identifies your cat immediately as being a pet should it stray onto a neighbour’s
property, particularly if decked out in one of these brilliantly bright, super trendy Kiwi Cat Collars:
www.facebook.com/kiwicatcollars/. Search ‘Protect the birds in your backyard’ on Youtube to find

the ‘Making with a Purpose’ video to see how to make your own and why they work so well.
Cat and dog photo with
permission, Natasha
King

www.southlandorienteeringclub.co.nz

Reserve signage photo
by Dallas Bradley

Kiwi Cat Collars

We all love our pets, and given that one of
the reasons we live in Otatara is to enjoy
the bush and the birds that make it their
home, let’s make it a safe home for all.
Orienteering at Bushy Point, Sally Duston
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New Residents set up home in Otatara

Otatara—a Gallery of Diversity

Have you heard the chatter going on in Otatara these days?
It’s not any normal community rumblings but the sound of
the kakariki (red-crowned parakeets) finding Otatara to
their liking.
In early 2018 reports began coming in from residents
having seen or heard kakariki in Rata and Oreti Road, in
Ruru Avenue and in the Otatara Reserve. A survey later that
year found kakariki had been heard at South Otatara Scenic
Reserve, were seen swooping across Dunns Road near the
Four Square and were well and truly established around
Ruru Avenue and Rata Road. It seems kakariki have made
themselves at home here.

Kereru, Chris Rance

Spoonbill in the Estuary, Sally Duston

Kakariki, Digital Trails

So how have kakariki been able to survive and breed in Otatara when they have largely
disappeared from mainland New Zealand?

Kaka at Bush Haven

The most obvious factor is the on-going efforts of those carrying out pest control on their
properties and in reserves around Otatara. Kakariki, like many of our native birds, often feed on
the ground and are therefore highly susceptible to predation. This has led to them disappearing
from large parts of NZ and only surviving on pest-free off-shore islands, and other areas where
extensive pest control is carried out. The efforts of those controlling pests in our community have
helped kakariki, and other native birds like the fernbird and kaka—which was also sighted in our
survey, settle in our area and add to the charm that is Otatara.
Find out more about pest control in Otatara and how you can help, in our article on page 25.
Aurora from Dunns Rd Bridge, Les Ladbrook
White faced Heron, M. Catterall

Bushy Point 2011

White Heron, Lloyd Esler

Fernbird , Chris Rance

Sunstruck, Sally Duston
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Barry Smith

Bittern , D. Bradley

Native Bird Hospital Relocation
In March 2019, Bush Haven Native Bird Rehabilitation Hospital cared for its last
injured bird. Russell and May Evans, who ran the Centre for over 10 years,
distributed their birds to new locations, dismantled the aviaries, sold their home and retired to
Invercargill.
It was a sad time for all, especially those who valued the contribution
May and Russell have made to the community in their work with our
special native birds injured through encounters with fast moving vehicles,
newly cleaned windows or predators.
While the Bush Haven Trust continues, no single organisation was able to
carry on the work that May and Russell had dedicated so many years to.
Instead the work of caring for injured and rehabilitated birds was divided between two different
local locations. Kathy Morrison and Douglas Black, who relieved at Bush Haven for many years,
generously volunteered to operate the Native Bird Hospital from their home in Oreti Road, while
Gretchen and Steven Ledington, in Ariki Avenue, took the kereru release aviary.
The monumental task of dismantling the aviaries, moving them and reassembling them involved
many hours of volunteer labour and the skill and expertise of some of our local contractors:
Wayne Robertson and Geoff Timpany in particular.
The Native Bird Hospital commenced operation in early April 2019 at it’s new location at 33 Oreti
Rd with the same phone number as before. If you find an injured bird, particularly a tui or kereru,
please pick it up carefully using a towel or something similar. Put it in a box appropriate to the
size of the bird so it can’t flap around much, then contact
Kathy on 03-213 0530.

Hints to Prevent Injury
 Drive more slowly in bush areas.
 Put a decal or transfer in the middle of a large window.
Kereru often hit large window panes that have recently
been cleaned, especially when sunlight reflects off
them.

 Keep your cats in at night.
 When feeding tui, keep the platform or feeder out of
Kereru, M.Catterall

the range of predators.
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Local Walks, continued
OSS—Otatara South Scenic Reserve: While not a recreational reserve, this is
one of Otatara’s largest native forest remnants and offers an easy walk full of
interest. If you take the return along the foreshore, you’ll find traces of early
settler activity from early Maori to Otatara’s first sawmill. Access is at the end of
Huruhuru Rd (off Erskine Rd).

PS—Parnell Sanctuary Reserve: Located at 38 Ariki Ave, this is a relatively small bush reserve
which is tucked in amongst residential properties, and has no formal public access. Legal access is
from Ariki Ave or along the access strip that leads from the eastern bank of the Oreti River.

PR—Paterson Reserve: This is a small area of open space comprising wetland and open
grassland, adjacent to the east of Bowman’s Bush. It is located at 34 Spence Ave on the west side
of the street.

SP—Sandy Point Domain: Over 2000 hectares of forest, estuary, beach and wetland provide a
magnificent playground on Otatara’s doorstep. Many of the tracks are signposted or you can just
go and explore.

TD—Taiepa Dune Reserve: This reserve is an irregularly shaped remnant of undulating land, the
southern half of which contains regenerating totara. The eastern part of the reserve is open grassy
sand dune formations. There is a walking track, open space for recreational activities and a
children’s playground. Access is from Grant Rd, 83 Taiepa Rd or through the walkway from
Raeburn Ave.
Further information is available on all our walking tracks as well as the many recreational opportunities
available in Otatara and Sandy Point from the Invercargill i-SITE in Wachner Place, the ICC
website: www.icc.govt.nz or from the Sandy Point Visitor Centre on Sandy Point Rd.

Local Walks, Playgrounds and Reserves
There are a number of walkways, playgrounds and reserves in Otatara that make it a great place for
families and nature lovers to get to enjoy the beauty and wonder of this very special hidden
treasure. Here is a list of the main ones and you’ll find a reference to the location for each on the
map overleaf.

BB—Bowman’s Bush: Off Ruru Ave and Spence Ave—this is a short
loop walk through a forest remnant owned by the QEII National
Trust. Public access is via Spence or Ruru Ave.

BP—Bushy Point Restoration Project: Access to Bushy Point is
signposted from the eastern end of Bryson Rd. Follow the self-guided interpretation trail to a
viewpoint that looks across the New River Estuary and wetland area. Visit regularly to watch the
progress of a ‘forest in the making’.

GR—Grant Road Reserve: At 123 Grant Rd this reserve is a small, largely forested remnant that
provides visitors with an open grassed area along the road frontage for picnicking and recreational
activities.

JS—John Street Reserve: At 9 John St there is a remnant of native bush tucked in behind the
houses on the eastern side of the street accessible from a walkway where you can find swings and a
seesaw and an open grassed area for picnics and games.

MR—Matua Road Recreation Reserve: This reserve, at 37 Matua
Rd, is made up of two blocks of bush separated by a grass strip. The
open grassed area provides informal recreational activities and
includes a swing.

OC—Otatara Community Playground: Located at 46 Oreti Rd, this neighbourhood park is
predominantly equipped with junior play equipment.

OS—Otatara Scenic Reserve: Off Dunns Rd, offers a loop walk
(~40 minutes return) which starts from the picnic shelter opposite
the Four Square Supermarket. A map of this reserve and its walks is
available from the Four Square or the Invercargill i-SITE in Wachner
Place. Alternative entry points are on the east side of the Kindy, and
at the end of Awarua Rd.

continued on page 18

18

15

Photos by Dallas Bradley

12

13

