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2010/11 Membership Fees Due
Membership fees�����
for ����
the ���������
Landcare ������
Group ����
are ����
now �����
due. At
������a very
����� modest
������� $10
���� a��������
year,
they help to fund activities such as the Bushy Point walkway maintenance, new
interpretation signage and plantings, the new Otatara Natural History Booklet and
the Pigeon Post. Your support is appreciated. Please consider the 10 year and lifetime
memberships ordonations are always welcome.
We welcome �������
Glenda Graham
������� to
��� the
�������������
position of
��� treasurer
��������������
for the
������������
Otatara Landcare
��������� Group.
�������
Membership fees or donations can be paid to Glenda at 33 Rakiura Parade, Otatara.

Coming up…
Otatara Landcare Group AGM
Wednesday 5 May 2010 at 7.30pm in the Otatara Community Hall, followed by a talk
on Otatara birds. Included will be some pictures and video of the tui nest which was
so painstakingly observed by Jason Hosking.

Bushy Point planting days and grand opening of a new interpretation
panel (access from 173 Grant Road Otatara) – Sunday 2 May, 2 – 4pm
Bushy Point second planting day – Sunday 23 May, 2 – 4pm



Mission Statement

Chairspeak – Message from the Chairperson

To focus attention of Otatara residents and others on the natural features and ecological
values of the Otatara environment, especially native forest and wetland flora and fauna.
To promote and where possible facilitate the protection, restoration and creation of such
features in the interests of scientific appreciation and intrinsic worth and to encourage
community appreciation of these values.

Thank goodness the weather has finally settled down enough for us to be able to
get out and do things in the Bushy Point Habitat Restoration area. The wind during
the spring meant that I had been unable to go out and do spray-releasing of plants,
balanced against this is the fact that we had a volunteer or two who have done some of
the continual weeding necessary to at least keep some plants’ heads above water, well,
not exactly water, more like grass really. The area around the pond is beginning to take
off; a couple of years ago we could only see one cabbage tree with its head above the
surrounding grass from our place, now there are plenty of cabbage trees and other plants
which are starting to reap the benefit of a little TLC and a lot of luck.

Objectives
• To act as a liaison forum for Otatara landowners, with the ICC, SRC, DOC and other
agencies, in issues of land use and management of natural resources.

• To provide information to Otatara residents and other landowners on how best to
manage and enhance natural areas, including weed and pest management.

• To advocate for the preservation and enhancement of forest remnants and other
natural values of the Otatara area (including New River Estuary, Sandy Point and Oreti
Beach).

• To promote increased use of native plants in gardens and on properties in Otatara.
• To improve the habitat for native wildlife in the Otatara area.
• To run a programme of activities which will include bush walks, field days and talks to
improve knowledge of the local environment, and working bees to help individuals
and organisations with their environmental projects.

• To promote Otatara’s natural areas to local people and visitors through publicity
(newsletter, leaflets, e.g., Gamble’s Educational Boardwalk).

Your Committee
Please contact any of the committee members if you have questions, ideas or problems
relating to the Otatara/Sandy Point area. Elected Committee Members 2009 – 2010:
Barry Smith – Chairperson (ph. 213-1500)

Chris Rance – Secretary (ph. 213-1161)

Glenda Graham – Treasurer (ph 213-1397)	Lloyd Esler (ph. 213-0404)
Linda Jackson (ph. 213-1271)

Brian Rance (ph. 213-1161)

Randall Milne (ph. 213-0851)

Cathy MacFie (ph. 213-1267)

Jill Warhurst (ph. 216-6234)

Clair Leith (ph. 213-1148)

Deidre Francis (ph 213-0957)

Russel Evans (ph. 213 0530)

One of the things that was really starting to worry me was the amount of gorse that has
been poking up, however, with a few fine relatively calm days recently I have been able to
do some spraying and we should notice a bit of a die-off in the gorse in the next month.
Unfortunately the weather hasn’t been calm enough for me to spray around the entrance
way area, but the time will come and I have been around to cut some of the larger broom
and gorse plants and paste the roots.
Our personal foray into looking after a few sheep in the grazing area finished on 31st
December when the quality of the feed was insufficient to keep the sheep going enough
to feed their lambs. Consequently we shut the place up and allowed the grass to
grow and now a crop of hay is being taken off. This year we will have to use some of
the funding acquired from grazing to put some nutrients back into the soil like Cobalt,
Selenium and a few other things I cannot spell or pronounce (but not Plutonium, Radium
or Uranium - ed) plus we need to add the usual lime and superphosphate. We haven’t
currently got a grazer and this application of fertilizer and subsequent applications over
the next few years should help considerably to attract one.
Unfortunately the weather in the first week in March was a little inclement so we weren’t
able to get the Southland Girls’ Year seven classes out for their team building community
break-out where they do all sorts of things like weeding and planting and learning about
pests and play games and stuff like that; hopefully this coming week is going to be kinder
so we can have a few pupils out from Otatara School to help for an hour or so.
Barry Smith, Chairperson

May Evans (ph. 213 0530)




Community Nursery
It’s Planting Time!!
March/April is the end of the planting season for the Otatara area.
After that the frosts can play havoc with newly planted plants.
At the Community Nursery plants have been standing out or
“hardening off” all year. That is one of the main differences between
the Community Nursery and commercial nurseries in Invercargill, many
of which buy in plants from warmer areas and keep them inside until you take them home
and plant them out. The other main difference is the fact that plants are grown from local
stock meaning they are adapted to the fickle Southland climate. The main plants grown at the
nursery are also those that tolerate full sun and wind and most are frost tolerant.
The key is to choosing plants that will grow well in the particular circumstances at your
place – tolerating wet or dry feet, full sun or shade and wind!
The main species that are presently available at the nursery are broadleaf (Griselinia littoralis),
kohuhu (Pittosporum tenuifolium), lemonwood (Pittosporum eugenioides), Cabbage tree
(Cordyline australis), mingi mingi (Coprosma propinqua), Halls totara (Podocarpus hallii), red
tussock (Chionochloa rubra), toe toe (Cortadieria richardii), sedge (Carex secta), wineberry
(Aristotelia serratus), manuka (Leptospermum scoparium), native fuchsia (Fuchsia excorticata),
koromiko (Hebe salicifolia), assorted other hebes and a smaller range of other natives. If you
don’t know what these species look like – we’re here to help – come along to the nursery or
give us a ring (or email rances@ihug.co.nz) with any questions and we’ll do our best to answer
them. Ask about the potential for growing other species and come to the nursery with your
ideas and seed collection or cuttings to plant ready for next spring.
The way the nursery works is that you to come along, on a Friday morning, help out by
potting, weeding or other nursery activities and you can take away some plants for free.
If you have a request for plants but don’t have the time to help at the nursery then plants
may be offered for a donation – just give Chris a ring and ask.

During recent times we have had a rare fernbird on the edge of the nursery and in our
garden. This is a result of the wider pest control around the Bushy Point area and creation
of wetland and shrubland habitat that attracts fernbirds – it is amazing how satisfying it is
to work in the garden with an abundance of native birds following your every move!
There’s no time to waste - get planting!!

Save the Birds!
Russell and May Evans at 49 Bryson Road have, as most of you know, for some years been
rehabilitating native birds. These are mainly kereru (wood pigeon) and most are injured
after hitting cars or windows. They swoop low over roads to get to other bushy patches
and we must drive carefully on Otatara roads and watch for them and also tuis as they
can suffer serious, sometimes fatal injuries.
Kereru frequently hit windows which reflect bush or sky at certain times of the day. They
often die from the force of hitting the window, or take many weeks to recover from chest,
head or wing injuries.
One way to alleviate this is to hang a decoration in the middle of, or outside, a large
window or place a transfer on the window. May and Russell now have tasteful ‘crystal’
transfers to put on windows. These are of a falcon in flight, cost $25 each and should
last at least 10 years. One on their window has been there at least that long. Call in at 49
Bryson Road to view and purchase.
Russell and May have sent invitations to all Southland schools and kindergartens to visit
our property and see the collection of parrots and native birds. Other groups can also
visit on either Wednesdays or Thursdays by appointment.
If you have an injured native bird please phone Russell and May on 03 213–0530.

Regardless of your garden situation you will almost certainly need some shelter and
it is disappointing to see the monoculture of single species shelter planting, requiring
constant maintenance, still being used in Otatara. For an area with an amazing diversity
of native and exotic birds people can easily create habitat by planting species that attract
birds into their property and a wide native shelterbelt with a range of textures and forms,
including tall trees and nectar plants for tui and bellbirds is a great addition to your
garden. If you are lucky enough to also have some native forest then you can enhance it
with weed control and planting if necessary.




Jason and the Tui Chicks
Otatara’s bird man is Jason Hosking from Grant Road. A professional photographer by
trade he has been following tui for an assignment over the last two years. Imagine his
surprise in mid November 2009 to discover a tui nest in his own garden, in oak trees near
to the road! I was gutted! Not only had we planted a wide range of native trees and
shrubs, we also had oak trees, much bigger than Jason’s and we weren’t near the road
– there is no accounting for taste! But it seemed ordained – Jason had been minutely
observing the tuis’ every move, and having the chance to observe the nest site would be
of benefit to everyone.
Jason sought the advice of Russell and May Evans just round-the-corner and Ian Gamble
and between them they started to protect the nesting tree from predators and build a
hide for photography. Wide bands of steel were put around the trunks of the trees and
bait stations ringed the property. Scaffolding was supplied for the hide and Jason began
his round the clock vigil. The weather in December was awful and the nest was severely
blown about but the chicks managed to survive with frequent visits by adults bringing in
insects. The three chicks grew quickly and Jason got good video and still camera footage,
spending several hours each day at the top of the scaffolding hide overlooking the nest,
all the while the rats were being targeted. Early in the day on Christmas Eve Jason took
a trip into town to do some Christmas shopping but came back to find one chick on the
ground and the other two missing. Imagine his frustration at not knowing what had
happened! The remaining chick was rushed to Russell and May’s and with their care it
was eventually released on 11th March 2010.
Jason continued to watch the adult
tui and they still seemed to be
catching insects, then amazingly
they started to build a new nest
– this time in his back garden! On
January 7th, four eggs were laid and
so began Jason’s 23 day non-stop
observations from a new hide this
time moved to the back garden. An
amazing record of observations and
photography continued, including
an unexpected visitor to the nest
on February 3rd. While Jason was

zoomed in on the nest recording video, a horrific moment occurred as he witnessed a leg
and claw stretch down from the canopy and tear one of the chicks out within the blink
of an eye. A harrier had spied the nest from above and looking at the video footage later
the speed and dexterity of the attack was
amazing to see.
Fearing that the hawk would be back,
Russell and Jason erected a huge net right
over the top of the tree with the nest and
so the remaining 3 chicks were protected
and managed to safely fledge on February
15th. I was lucky enough to see the chicks
on that day – flexing their wings, venturing
out onto branches and looking ready to
go!
Jason has a wealth of knowledge, many
amazing photographs and memories of
something very special that most of us
will never see. But Jason is willing to share
some of his photographs on AGM night
– come along and see them along with
Lloyd’s talk on “Birds of Otatara”.
Chris Rance

An adult tui feeds her chicks

Bats
There was a recent possible bat sighting from Otatara. This isn’t the first one but so far
there is no material evidence. It is possible that bats live here – they certainly would have
100 years ago. Please report any sightings as DOC has bat-detectors and would like to
see any colony protected from predators. Bats are pretty weird if you aren’t familiar with
them. They fly like giant leather moths and it can be hard to tell if you are looking at a
moth at three metres or a bat at ten metres.

The hide where Jason spent his round-the-clock vigil




Parakeets

Daffodil Bay

Parakeets have been heard recently in Otatara Bush Reserve, at Myross Bush and on
Sandy Point. It would be great if they were making a comeback. They were exterminated
early in Invercargill’s history along with kakas as they made a terrible mess of gardens
and orchards. The Southland Times of 28 October 1870 said, “In the petty larceny line, the
rabbit is reported to be tolerably busy, and as for the kaka and parroquet, the mysterious
disappearance of a quantity of fruit-tree buds is due to their intervention.” Still, losing a bit
of fruit would be a small price to pay for having parrots once more in the garden.

Daffodil Bay is as popular as ever for school field trips. The ecosystem there is relatively
simple and the popular attractions are of course crabs of which there are four species.
The crab of the drier mud close to the high tide mark is the Common mudcrab with a
square carapace. The Stalk-eyed mudcrab with an oblong carapace is the commonest
overall, preferring gooier mud. The Hairy-handed crab is the largest and it had a rounded
carapace. This species doesn’t make burrows but lives under piles of weed and other odd
bits of debris. The small Spider crab is the fourth species, occasionally met with towards
low-tide mark.

Barn Owl

The range of mollusca is tiny which makes identification easy. Commonest is the minute
Estuarine snail, a few millimetres long. Also abundant is the mudsnail which eats mud.
There are two other gastropods – the mudflat topshell and the mudflat whelk. The whelk
is a scavenger, feeding on dead crabs. The topshell is a herbivore which grazes on sea
lettuce. There are three common bivalves – the cockle, Wedge shell and Trough shell.
The latter two are buried 10 – 20cm down and they can be detected by their siphons
which leave a distinctive mark on the mud.

There has been a report of a possible Barn owl seen in Otatara recently. Odd barn owls
turn up in New Zealand and a pair bred in Northland last year but there haven’t been any
Invercargill ones before. The barn owl is one of the world’s most widely distributed birds.
It is larger than a morepork or little owl, pale with a heart-shaped face and has black eyes
rather than yellow.

A strip of proper sand allows for supplementary activities as can be seen in this photo.

Drawing of a Barn owl, Little owl and Morepork. Note, the Barn owl is a bit bigger than the Morepork which is a bit bigger than the Little owl





Electrocuted Birds

Kingfisher with L-plates

A student is doing a study on the prevalence of electrocution as a cause of bird mortality.
Generally a bird sitting on the wires is safe as electricity takes the path of least resistance
and this is straight through the wire and not the bird. For the same reason linesmen
can work safely on live cables. It’s the earthing that causes trouble! Metal collars on
telephone poles prevent possums from climbing up and getting zapped – not so much
for the benefit of the possum as the power company because lights and the possum
get turned off at the same time. Unfortunately there is no easy way of preventing large
birds landing on the top uninsulated wires. They are fine unless they exchange food
or caresses from adjacent wires, then it’s all over Rover. One particular Otatara power
pole killed three pigeons within days because the birds were landing on the wire then
stepping onto the crossbar to get at a kowhai branch just underneath. The solution was
to install a row of those little spiky things that probably have a name on the crossbar and
there was no further trouble. Herons can be another casualty and possibly magpies and
falcons. Do you have an experiences with birds being electrocuted?

Early in January a young kingfisher flew into our ranch slider and fluttered to the ground,
landing softly on an old towel. After relief that it hadn’t broken its neck, two thoughts
went through my mind.

Weeds as Indicators
The Soil and Health Association believes that common weeds tell you about the
condition of your soil. Do these match your experience? Are there any other good weed
indicators of ‘soil condition’ rather than climate?
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Weed

Soil Condition

Buttercup

Acidity and lack of drainage

Chickweed

Fertile

Cleavers

Fertile

Clover

Lacking nitrogen

Comfrey

Damp soil

Dandelion

Heavy, clumpy soil, fertile

Dock

Poor damp soil

Plantain

Acid soil

Sorrel

Acid soil, lacking calcium

Milkweed

Alkaline soil

Nettle

Good soil

Vetch

Lack of nitrogen

First, delight that kingfishers are nesting successfully on ‘our’ side of the river. It wasn’t
long ago that we never saw them in Otatara during the summer months. This summer
the distinctive ‘kek, kek, kek’ call has been a familiar sound around our estuary bank.
Second, I’d never seen a kingfisher at such close quarters. Apart from a tell-tale sprig of down
on its head, this youngster was fully fledged and I just marvelled at the glorious colours of
its plumage. An artist would struggle to put
together a more eye-catching palette.
Since the bird looked a bit dazed and showed
little inclination to move, I took the dogs
for a walk (through another door). An hour
later, the kingfisher was still there but our
movement encouraged it to launch off the
ground – straight into another window. Oh
dear. Could this be its first flight? And its last?
Fortunately the story has a happy ending for a
few minutes later, the bird was gone.

Orchids

A new record? Lloyd Esler had a patch
of 33 Gastrodia ‘long column’ or Black
orchids under a Stone pine. A few
metres away there was a trio of the
smaller related orchid Gastrodia minor.

I kept wondering how it was coping and
whether it had survived. Two days later I
think I had my answer when a kingfisher flew
past me, low along the bush edge. Then
I saw it was chasing a big moth; it missed
and crashed into totara branches before
straightening ruffled feathers and flying into
the bush.
That set me thinking again. Do kingfisher
parents take any responsibility for their
offspring’s’ wellbeing once they leave the
nest? How many first flights end in disaster?
And how do these young birds know what
they should eat? It makes human adolescence
seem a breeze by comparison.
The story continues….
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The next day there was another ominous thud, this time on the estuary side of the house. No
bird on the ground but, sure enough, a somewhat stupefied looking kingfisher on the bird
table nearby. As I was muttering comments about ‘slow learners’ a flash of aquamarine flew
past – an adult kingfisher! Could it be checking on Junior?
Less than an hour later … thwack … yet another window. This time the kingfisher was
sitting, with gaping beak, in the kowhai tree. Unbelievable. Then suddenly an adult bird
was perched alongside! So there is parental supervision (albeit limited) after fledging! I
could have turned away for only a few minutes – but next time I looked there were three
young kingfishers perched in the kowhai and on an adjacent stump. No doubt each of
them feeling slightly concussed.
So the morals of this little story are ‘Don’t Jump to Conclusions’ and ‘Don’t Count Your
Kingfishers before they are Hatched’.
Cathy Macfie

Cattle Egrets
Egrets will be back for the winter in a few
weeks. Look out for a small white heron with
a yellow bill and a hunched posture. They are
usually seen associated with stock as they are
fly-eaters. Numbers have been declining over
the last twenty years from a Southland high of
about 300 to the present score of around 30. No
evidence of breeding here yet but that is always
a possibility.

Otatara’s Oldest Building
The hunt is on for the oldest building in Otatara. Otatara has no structures listed with the
Historic Places Trust. In Southland there are 102 listed structures or historic areas including 31 in Category 1 – National significance. The closest to Otatara is the Invercargill
wharf which dates back to 1861.
Perhaps some of today’s Otatara buildings are destined to be the historic places or maybe
the historic ruins of the future. Picture your house in 200 years. Will it still be there with
a blue plaque on the door? Will it be a paddock? Will there be something else there in
2210 build of materials we haven’t dreamed of yet? Anyway, are there any nominees for
oldest building in Otatara?
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More Otatara Street Names...
From ‘What’s in a Name?’ by Wendy McArthur

Mahuri Road
Mahuri means a sapling or youth. A Jacob Newton Mahuri was recorded in the 1851
census as a child living at Oue Village - the site of the present Coopers Creek settlement
on Sandy Point. Perhaps there is a link here.

Marama Avenue
Marama means moon or moonlight. Another resident of Oue in 1851 was Te Marama so
there may be a link there.

Matua Road
Matua means adult or parent or it may have
been somebody’s name.

NIven Road
There were Nivens in Invercargill in the early
days of settlement but the origin of the name
here is unknown.

Oki Street

Native Musk
Native musk Mimulus repens is
an uncommon mudflat plant,
noticeable only when it flowers. It
has disproportionately large, showy,
mauve, flowers and a patch spotted
at Daffodil Bay in February was
visible as a splash of colour from 100
metres away.

“This street is part of the planned Oreti Beach
township which was subdivided and sections offered for sale in 1926. The land was
owned by William Curran but his plans for the
township here came to nothing. Oki is the
Maori transliteration of Oak but that seems an
unlikely origin.”

Oreti Road and Oreti Beach
Oreti is an abbreviation of ‘Te Whanga Koreti
Hau Tonga’ meaning ‘The Bay that catches the
South Wind.’
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Otatara Road

I Want to Help Care for the Birds, the Bush and Wetlands at
Otatara and see them Prosper for Future Generations to Enjoy. I
can Help by Joining the OTATARA LANDCARE GROUP.

The origin of the name Otatara is uncertain. It seems likely that it should correctly be
Ototara meaning ‘The place of the totara’. Changing the spelling to O te tara we get ‘The
place of tara’. Tara is the white-fronted tern which breeds in the estuary. By swapping
two letters we also get Otarata meaning ‘The place of tarata.’ Tarata is lemonwood – Pittosporum eugenioides.

Membership

Pacific Ave

Last name/s	..................................................................................................................................................................

Most probably named after the Pacific Ocean. The Pacific Ocean was named by Ferdinand Magellan in 1519 when his ships entered what he called a ‘beautiful, peaceful ocean’
after rounding the bottom of South America.

Address		..................................................................................................................................................................

First Name/s	..................................................................................................................................................................

		..................................................................................................................................................................
		..................................................................................................................................................................
Contact phone/email 	..............................................................................................................................................
I enclose an annual membership fee $10 per household		$ ....................................
Ten year membership $50 per household				$ ....................................
Lifetime membership $100 per household				$ ....................................
I wish to make a donation 					$ ....................................
Enclosed Total Payment of					$ ....................................
Tick if receipt required ( )

Activities
I want to (please tick):
( ) help with restoration, weed control or growing plants
( ) help with or attend local Otatara walks
( ) help with bird surveys
( ) help with liaison with local councils

Send to:
Otatara Landcare Group
33 Rakiura Parade
This newsletter has been produced by Lloyd Esler, Julie Campbell and Chris Rance
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Otatara.
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