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Editorial
This is to introduce a new editor, following the departure of
Lesley and Martin Catterall to the Kapiti Coast, for new adventures. Lesley did an outstanding job during her time as
Editor-at-Large of the Pigeon Post, and will be missed from
the Otatara Landcare world.
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Lesley has been a great help, filling me in with technical data
on the layout and production of the Pigeon Post, for which I
am most grateful.
As a recent arrival in Otatara and joining the OLG committee, I am awed by the amazing amount of work done for us
all by a few, and urge all our readers to help where they can!
Richard Johnson, Editor

CHAIRSPEAK
A message from our Chairperson—Barry Smith
Personally I’ve had a great start to the year. This Covid thing put a bit of a spanner in the works of the
annual bike trip we go on with a group of friends and we didn’t start getting organized until about September 2020. This year we decided to do things as close to home as we could and organised ourselves
to cycle the “Around the Mountain” trail. From Walter Peak, past Mavora, through Mossburn to
Lumsden, Athol, Garston and Kingston. Three medium length days and one short one.
Our trip started just a few days after Alexandra had nearly 100mm of rain in one day. The rain had also passed through the Queenstown/Mavora area too so that as we got a few kilometres past the Mavora
lakes turnoff we were met by a flooded ford with water flowing 600 ~ 700mm deep. There was no way
we were going to get vehicles and people across there safely so, basically day one was cancelled and we
cycled from Lake Mavora instead. The weather was mixed, wet one day, fine the next, wet the day after
and followed by another fine and another wet day. We got really wet one day but it was all a lot of fun
and the socialising afterwards is probably more important than the actual cycling. The Mossburn
camping ground is a great place to stay, it is a very tidy place and a credit to the owners. Café 6 in
Lumsden opened for us one evening for dinner and another evening meal was at the Railway Hotel in
Mossburn. All great places.
2021 has seen me out in Bushy Point upgrading some of the tracks, and putting sand onto some of the
softer sections. Also the eastern lookout over the pond has been bolstered, levelled off with sand and
capped with AP25 Dunite. This is the place where Russell’s chair sits and I felt it was an appropriate
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge

Disclaimer
As with any community newsletter, the articles contained herein represent the views of the contributor and are not representative of the Otatara
Landcare Group as a Society.
It is the diversity of views and opinions that make a community so interesting. So if you have something you’d like to share, email it to
2otataralg@gmail.com, attention Editor of Pigeon Post, and watch out for it in our next edition.

Chairspeak, continued
thing to do in memory of a great guy. Another job I managed to get done (and I’d been putting it off
for some time) was to work on the main entrance. The security of the site did not sit well with me
with a 3.6M gate sitting in a 3.9M gap. Although the risk of horses getting out was small, the consequences would not have been. So the one single 3.6M gate was replaced with 2 x 4.2M gates, side by
side. One for us and one for the ICC.
Both gates are snubbed and padlocked independently, which I believe is a lot safer. We also have a
small dedicated group with Sally and Gordon Duston and also Douglas Black weeding around plants.
The work that these people are doing is important so that plants have the freedom to grow. However
it also means we don’t need to spray so much which is a really good thing too.
Planning is now under way for the annual planting day in September. We are hoping Covid will be a
thing of the past and be an event where we can socially be ‘undistanced’ and we can run a BBQ afterwards. However, just in case, we are working on Plan B where we will be able to break up into smaller
groups for planting with the overall objective of getting another 1000 plants in the ground, helping
suck up excess carbon from the atmosphere, creating habitat for native birds and enjoying a great social walk and a relaxing time. In general all is going reasonably well at Bushy Point and so far we have
nearly 31,700 plants in the ground and a volunteer contribution of 16,700 hours.
Barry Smith, Chairperson
Email: bjrsdms@gmail.com

The threat from invasive Sycamore trees
Being recent arrivals in Otatara, we were concerned to read in a previous issue of Pigeon Post that the

attractive Sycamore tree is a serious threat to the beautiful native forest of the area. We had no idea how
invasive they are, and how, if left alone, can quickly overwhelm and destroy native forest.
The entire back fence of our property was a line of Sycamores, from large to medium sizes, and we realised they had to go. Sue, as a horticulturist and gardener, was already pulling up hundreds of Sycamore
seedlings, just about everywhere. Through Pigeon Post,
we contacted Chris McMillan, Otatara’s tree wrangler,

who quickly set about removing them. They’ve all gone
now, and Sue has replanted with native trees. We also
have a large amount of firewood...
On our walks around Otatara, we see a lot of Sycamores
growing, and would encourage Otatara residents to do
something about their resident Sycamore trees before

they get any larger and do more damage to our precious
forests.
Sue and Richard Johnson
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ORETI TOTARA DUNE FOREST NEWS
By Maurice Rodway
Revegetation
Seedling growth in the dry Totara areas has been slow. Grass has taken over and is very lush in open
areas of the reserve. Larger Lupin bushes are suppressing grass growth to some extent. Planting in
the winter should be focussed on these areas. Most of the trees planted in the 2020 winter are
sticking their heads up above the grass and appear to be surviving but some are struggling too.
However it is early days.
Pest management and weed control
The trapping and bait station programme continues with possums, rabbits and hedgehogs being the
main species caught. Four stoats were caught recently. Bait replacements are mainly due to baits
going mouldy rather than being eaten.
Emily Jaqoutz ,an Otago University student, has been contracted to control flame creeper (CFC),
emerging elderberry plants and to do five minute bird counts at nine sites on the reserve.
Emily has prepared a map of the areas where she has been working where CFC has been found so far,
where it has been removed and where it still remains.
Track maintenance
Tim had been mowing these where needed. Cutty grass is resistant to mowing and will be sprayed
where necessary to maintain an easily walked track. Two neighbours have offered the use of their
larger mowers and we may use these on the main track but the side tracks are too uneven for this. A
rough track on the western ramble will be formed using a weed eater.
Wetland Enhancement
The lower seasonal wetland has dried up but the upper wetland still retains some water, largely
hidden under vegetation – sedges etc so would provide good habitat for eels, Kokopu and birds such
as Bittern, Rails and Pukeko.
It is planned to remove the
waterfalls on the creeks that
lead from the estuary to these
wetlands so native fish can
access them.
Sand blowout
management
The sand blowout SW of the
pond has had straw laid
down on it and some of this
has seeded and Lupins are
slowly growing on parts of it
but most of it is still eroding.
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge
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Oreti Totara Dune Forest continued
However over time this will diminish. Other
areas where soil had been exposed by cattle
tracks has largely grown over with grass or
Lupins.

Stock management, fencing and house
site preparation
Stock have been absent from the property for
most of the November - January period.
Permanent fencing of the area to be grazed has
been largely completed by Rory with only a
short section to the river to be completed. An
area of rushland to the south of the pond was
originally to be included in the temporary
grazed area has been fenced out as part of
Rory’s fencing plan to manage stock on the
temporary grazed area. The fence is now 3050m away from the pond. All the wet areas to
the south of the pond are protected from
grazing. This will also provide good habitat for
small wetland wading birds and wetland plants
that prefer wetting and drying rather than
being wet all the time.
SIT student projects (Southern Institute of Technology)
Jesse and Maurice are meeting with SIT staff to discuss potential projects that could be of more use to
the trust than the ones completed last year.
Subdivision plan development and application for consents
Driveway sealing and gravelling that was needed to be completed before consent to subdivide eight one
hectare lots for sale and fencing of four of the lots and sale of the sections has largely been completed.
Maurice Rodway, on behalf of the Advisory Committee. (Jesse Bythell, Chris Rance, Brian Rance,
Cathy Macfie, and Dallas Bradley).

Order your recipe Book
To celebrate the legendary morning teas on volunteer Fridays at the Southland Community Nursery and
other food related events held at the Southland Community Nursery we have compiled a recipe book.
Thank you for your support.

Recipe Books are $10 each
Pop down to the Southland Community Nursery on Friday mornings to get your copy.
Or contact Chris at:
rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz
to arrange a pick up.
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IN THE BUSH
By Geoff Dembo
A year ago I started doing predator control in a small piece of bush near where I live in Otatara. This
involves going around it occasionally to check and rebait the rat trap and bait stations.Recently I've
been spending more time there, finding and uprooting invasive weeds such as brambles and bittersweet. It's a good way to be out of doors during the middle of bright, glare-filled summer Otatara days.
As I quietly work away, not moving around much, I notice things.
I used to find it really quiet, but now I'm hearing a lot more birds. Sometimes Kakariki and Grey Warblers call high in the trees above me. A Fantail turns up regularly and hawks for insects I've disturbed.
All Fantails may make a squeaking sound while perched between flights - I don't know why - but this
fantail is the noisiest I've come across.
I've taken more of an interest in the plants growing underneath the trees. Some of them are not familiar
to me; I identify them by asking my more knowledgeable friends, or uploading photos to iNaturalist
(https://inaturalist.nz/) for experts to look at. Some are escaped garden plants, but one young tree
turned out to be a hybrid of two different native species (Pseudopanax).
Scientific research has shown that
we benefit from spending quiet time
in natural surroundings such as established woodlands, so you might
like to try it for yourself.
If you don't have any bush on your
property, you could go to one of the
ICC-managed Environmental Reserves (https://icc.govt.nz/parksand-reserves/environmentalreserves/) or other local reserves
such as Bowman's Bush in Ruru
Ave. Most of them have a grassy
area, so you could take a picnic !

Geoff’s hybrid Pseudopanax.
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MAKING SPACE FOR LIZARDS
By Lloyd Esler
Otatara residents often report lizards in their gardens. These are small skinks, Oligosoma polychrome,
but possibly representing more than one species. They are actually very common and the population is
improving thanks to rat and mouse control. Domestic cats however, take a huge toll. We have lost our
Forest gecko and probably several larger skink species due to rats and winding the clock back a thousand years might give us an Otatara with dozens of large, colourful lizards.
The Rainbow skink is a recent introduction to the Auckland area where it is known as the Plague skink
because of its breeding success. It displaces the native ones. It is unusual for a lizard in New Zealand in
that it lays eggs rather than giving birth to live young. The only native reptile to lay eggs is the Tuatara. Tuataras lived in the south of New Zealand hundreds of years ago but are well extinct now, with the
population confined to predator free islands in Cook Strait and off the East coast of the upper North Island. Lighthouse keepers used to move them around a bit when they were transferring and here is a
note from the paper on 4 July 1896. “Miss Cameron exhibited two large lizards from Centre Island,
which were a source of wonder to the juvenile fraternity”. Miss Cameron was the lighthouse keeper’s
daughter.
All reptiles are protected species so you need a permit to keep them in captivity but you can certainly
improve their habitat. Pest control is a good start with rat traps set in places frequented by lizards. Lizards like it warm and dry with good cover and not too shaded. Many years ago I noticed that as well as
many skinks in the garden, they favoured a pile of rocks and concrete where they would bask and retreat to safety if danger threatened.
I built a frame around the rubble pile and covered it with a couple of old glass shower doors. These
keep it warm and dry and keep cats out. Food, in the form of insect life, thrives in the warmth and as
many as fourteen lizards can be seen at once. They are not penned in by the frame and live in the nearby garden and woodpile.
I have other rescued lizards such as the Emerald skink from Tiwai and several geckos from Central Otago. These were released into the lizardium and I have not seen them since but they may be still there,
being very secretive and long-lived.
Free bamboo. Anyone w ant fr ee
bamboo? Useful for garden stakes and
craft activities.
Bags for garden stuff: These are
large flight bags formerly used to
transport gravel. Great for gardening. $10.
Contact Lloyd 2130404

A sunbasking skink in
Lloyd’s lizardium.
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BUSH HAVEN NEWS
by Cathy Morrison
From Woe To Go
A recent case study of what a kereru goes through once they have been injured and
come to Bush Haven.
3 February
Bronwyn Williams finds a kereru sitting under her car in her driveway on Vyner Rd.
Catching it proves to be a difficult proposition, eventually leading her to back over it hoping like mad
that it stays away from the wheels.
She brings the kereru to us at Bush Haven. I’m pretty sure it is a female because of her small beak as
she snuggles happily into my arms. We talk with Bronwyn and I look for any obvious injuries as her
heart rate settles right down and she gets used to me holding her. I can see that she has a large area
of feather loss between her wings above her tail. It looks fresh and red but I don’t think the skin has
been pierced.
Bronwyn suspected that she had been caught by the dog and hid under the car where she couldn’t be
reached. She was making a frightened crying sound every now and then and acted like she expected
to be attacked from behind at any minute.
She had certainly had a terrifying time but had saved herself from mortal injury by diving under the
car. After a calming snuggle I had a good look at her wings which seated well and had no feather
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge
loss, her claws had a strong grip and her tail response was normal.

Honore in
hospital
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From Woe to Go, thanks to Bush Haven
I did find that some of her skull feathers and her beak were a bit askew which made me think that she
had flown into something head on before going to ground and meeting the dog.
We then gave her 25 mls of a mixture of Complan, raw sugar, water and Farex in a tube straight into
her crop. We call that Tui mix and it is good for rehydration purposes.
Because she is liable to catch an infection from the dog or a cat, we gave her an antibiotic after her food
and put her on a towel pad in a warmed cage.
She was then tube fed and had her cage cleaned, four times a day for the next few days.
As well as all the technical things, we also tell her stuff, position her cage so she can enjoy sunshine,
play some gentle music, and use an antiseptic mixture on her injury.

In general, birds all settle and seem to enjoy music and they cock their heads and listen to soothing
words. She, remarkably, calmed from a terrified bird very quickly.
Bronwyn rang to say that she would like to name her Honour and we are naming all the birds in Maori
which is helping us in our plan to learn te reo Maori, so have called her Honore.
We recognised that a two way agreement is included in that name.
6 - 16 February
Honore was X-rayed and found to have no broken bones, which is wonderful as lately we’ve had a horrid run of kereru with unsustainable injuries, mainly from hitting windows.
She enjoyed a few pieces of banana and plum after her tube, leading on to mainly solids and little
drinks.
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge

Kathy and
Honore.
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Are You a Member?

From Woe to Go….from previous page
She began to move a little more and surprised us soon enough by jumping on to the low perch
in the outside cage, where she loved to stand out in the early morning sun while we had our breakfast
beside her cage.
She became harder to feed over the next day or two, making the cry she had when she first arrived and
turning her head away. That was unusual and I thought she seemed in pain probably in her throat. We
had some Echinacea drops for ourselves as a general herbal remedy and dietary supplement, so diluted
it and ran a little down her throat before each feed. Within two days she was reaching out to feed by
herself. Wow, we were amazed after the fighting she’d done to prevent us feeding her. She picked and
chose her favourites foods from my hands: banana, rice and pineapple. No peas or corn, thanks.
19 Feb
Okay then it is time for you to get some flying practice in now that you’re feeding yourself, I said after a
couple of days of good food.
I turned away and heard her launch herself off her perch and fly to the other end of the cage. She stood
there smiling back at me – first flight since she arrived, and she was proud of herself.
22 Feb
A new Kereru is on the tree out from Honore’s cage and she is on the netting wanting out. I rang Bronwyn who happened to be on holiday and even though she would be home that evening, said not to wait
for her but do what was best for Honore. What a good lady.
This was our moment to honour the wonderful progress Honore had made and her desire to be free
now.
We released her with a few tears and a high five to each other as she flew perfectly into the higher trees.
Bronwyn rang later to say the two kereru were back in place in her bush garden.
Surrounded by kindness from woe to go.
Go well, beautiful Honore……
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INSPIRED WORDS TO SHARE
By Linda
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SOME COMMON BUT VALUABLE NATIVES
By Chris Rance
We all seem to value the “exotic” over things we see every day. Here are a few attributes
of some of our most commonly seen native species.
Kohuhu, black mapou or Pittosporum tenuifolium
It’s a very common small tree, prolific in its seeding and with
beautiful small scented purple flowers in early spring. Its as
hard as nails and survives in the harshest of our weather. We
all use it a lot in restoration as it shelters our more tender
“special” plants. It is a “nursery or pioneer species” – one
that we use first and it can provide the backbone of your
native shelterbelt or bush restoration.
Don’t be afraid to use this common species, as with most
“Nursery” species it is not long lived and will eventually be
replaced by your taller growing totara, rimu, kahikatea etc. It
pays not to plant out those species too early as in nature they grow up surrounded by the hardy shelter
species and not out in the open where winds and frosts can make it difficult for them to grow and
survive. In early spring the scent of the kohuhu flowers draws you to this plant – often the delicate
purple flowers are hidden amongst the leaves.
Scented flowers in New Zealand are often pollinated by moths and insects at night, they are drawn to
the scent. Being also colourful they attract birds after the nectar and often waxeyes flock to kohuhu.
The dense foliage makes good nesting habitat for birds. The seeds are black and sticky and are
contained within a large round seed pod. The scientific name “Pittosporum” means “sticky seed” after
the black tar like substance “pitch” used in early ship building times. Kohuhu was widely revered by
early maori – read Rob Tipa’s account at at https://ngaitahu.iwi.nz/our_stories/kohuhu-strikingshow-stopper/
So, although very common, you can’t go wrong planting these hardy natives around your property.
There are many cultivars of this species available in nurseries – these are fine to use around your
garden but maybe not so good in a restoration project. They are often less hardy than the common
species that grows here naturally. Remember, if you hedge your plants you won’t get the benefit of the
flowers at all.
Ti Kouka, Cabbage Tree, Cordyline australis
Love them or hate them, they are one of New Zealand’s most distinctive tree. Overseas, they call them
palms, and they arn’t really a tree but the world’s largest lily! As with Pittosporums the scent of the
flowers is overpowering in early spring. If you want to delve deep into Ti kouka then go to Philip
Simpsons excellent book “Dancing Leaves” – it is packed with over 300 pages of facts, history and
beautifully illustrated stories of one of our most distinctive native plants.
Yes, I know – the leaves get stuck in the lawnmower, and my answer to that is to reduce your lawn and
have a more interesting and productive garden instead! If you are wanting to turn a paddock into bush
12

Common but valuable natives

continued

you cant go far wrong with cabbage trees –
they are tough and are probably the best plant
for surviving our neglect, coming through
dense grass and providing a stunning visual
statement.
I have been pondering the issue of lack of
pollinating insects early in the season in
Southland – particularly in relation to fruit
crops like plums and apples. It seems to me
that the more early flowering native shrubs
you can put into your gardens or as
shelterbelts the more insects that will be
attracted. As many native species flower in
very early spring that is the ideal time for insects to pollinate your fruit trees too.
Manuka, Tea tree, Leptospermum scoparium
Manuka is another very vigorous pioneer or nursery species which means it is fast growing and
dominates disturbed sites and is one of the first species to appear. Consequently, it is good for
restoration and shelter. It is tough, tolerates frosts, wet and dry ground and winds, including salt
winds. There are likely to be more named species eventually than the one at present as local
variations have been noted. It is famous for Manuka honey which has seen an explosion of planting
but in Southland we are still seeing clearance of areas of Manuka which then sets back natural
regeneration by 20-30 years.
A few more facts about Manuka:


Scientific name - Leptospermum: slender seed scoparium: like a broom.



“A taonga plant with a thousand uses” (Rob Tipa).



Grows mostly as a shrub but can get to 5-10 metres tall.



Is also known as tea-tree.



Has scented leaves with pointed leaf tips.



Has large single white flowers with five
petals.



Has dry capsules with tiny dry seeds
inside.



Seed capsules take a year to mature (Rob
Tipa).



Is in the Myrtle Family and because of
the threat of myrtle rust is a nationally
threatened species..
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge
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Common but valuable natives

continued from previous page



Is a pioneer plant and grows well in full sun and wind!



Often has a black sooty mould caused by an Australian scale insect.



Has soil associations with fungi.



Is related to Rata, Pohutukawa and Australian Eucalypt.

A similar species, Kanuka, has smaller white flowers usually in clusters (and capsules in clusters),
much smaller capsules and often forms a tree up to 10 metres tall. However, Kanuka doesn’t naturally
occur in Southland, so the odds are that its Manuka you’ll be seeing.

The worst 10 weeds in Otatara (from the bush’s point of view)
by Brian Rance
Weeds are “plants in the wrong place” so to a large degree it is a matter of perception as to what
constitutes a weed and a lot depends on what you are trying to achieve.
For the purpose of this article we are talking about plants that have the ability to modify and replace
the significant native bush that has been present in Otatara for centuries.
The dominant forest types in Otatara are Totara forest on sand dunes (eg Kilmock Bush and Daffodil
Bay), Kahikatea swamp forest (Rances and Gambles covenants in Grant Road) and mixed broadleaf
forest (eg Otarara Scenic Reserve, Dunns Road).
The weeds on my list are trees that can out-compete dominate native forest trees, especially disturbed
areas or forest edges and exotic climbers that can smother native trees and plants that cover the
ground so effectively they prevent native seedlings from germinating. Some have prolific seeding
strategies but most are bird distributed, meaning you have always got to be vigilant as they can show
up anywhere birds go.
My top ten weeds for Otatara are:
1. Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus)
2. Darwin’s Barberry (Berberis darwinii)
Chilean flame creeper, pretty but a pest.

3. Old Man’s Beard (Clematis vitalba)

4. Elderberry (Sambucus nigra)
5. Chilean flame creeper (Tropaeolum
speciosum)
6. Aluminium weed (Lamium galeobdolon)
7. Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus agg)

8. Holly (Ilex aquifolium)
9. Ivy (Hedera helix)
10. Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster simonsii)
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If you only concentrated on ridding your bush of these species you would go a long way to improving
the health of the bush for many more generations.
A few problematical northern natives are - Hoheria sextylosa (Northern Lacebark), Pseudopanax
laetum (Northern Five finger), and Coprosma robusta (Karamu). These natives also have the capacity
to outcompete and dominate local species. Though you might think ‘what’s the problem’, well - there
are connections in nature we don’t even know about yet so retaining some original forest remnants and
their unique species preserves those connections for the future. It also means we retain and protect
what is distinctive and special in Southland.
There are other weeds, of course, but I haven’t put gorse and broom on the list as I consider that in
time native forest species will out-compete them (as has been well demonstrated at Hinewai Reserve on
Banks Peninsular).
Native Muehlenbeckia is also considered troublesome in some situations – but it is also host to many
native insects so does have its redeeming features - https://qeiinationaltrust.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/3947-QEII-National-Trust-OS-Issue-91-W-1.pdf
A great place to start learning about weeds and how best to deal with them is:
https://www.weedbusters.org.nz/
If you know the common or scientific name of a plant the best resource to look up native plants is
www.nzpcn.org.nz as you will get reliable and up-to-date information.

Also, “Natural Otatara” is a booklet published by the Otatara Land Care Group which has all the native
plants and habitats in Otatara and a weed section, it is a great way to learn about the place in which you
live https://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/publications/. It can be downloaded from the website or get
your hard copy from the Southland Community Nursery.
You can also do your bit by foraging – by
collecting blackberry fruit you stop it being
dispersed by birds and the same for elderberry
flowers (for elderflower cordial) or collect
elderberries for wine!

Celebrating the Cabbage Tree!
‘Dancing Leaves’ is a celebration of our most
easily recognised and distinctive tree and
features numerous illustrations ranging from
the author's magnificent colour photographs to
reproductions of the tree in art, sculpture, and
popular culture. It also looks at conservation,
the future of cabbage trees in the New Zealand
landscape, and examples of cabbage trees
notable for their great size or their particular
significance in the Maori world, as well as
trees planted to mark significant events or
locations. The author, Philip Simpson, is a
former Department of Conservation botanist.
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FREE TO FLOURISH
Helping release trees at Bushy Point
Otatara Landcare Group is organising tree releasing sessions at Bushy Point each
Wednesday to carry on into March, from 6.30-7.30pm, weather permitting.
Meet at the Bryson Rd entrance to Bushy Point.
The plantings carried out on Tree Planting Day last September will be checked first, then we will move
on to other areas where some seedlings still need releasing from encroaching grass etc if they are to
survive and prosper. Various methods can be used to release the trees and suppress competing grass
growth, as will be shown.
Please bring:


shoes or gumboots suitable for working in long grass



gardening gloves



clothing suitable for the expected weather conditions



a face mask if you are allergic to dust or grass seeds



safety (or other) glasses to protect eyes when weeding amid tall grass stalks



optionally, a pair of sharp garden shears suitable for cutting grass.

Please contact Douglas Black on 022 104 8661 for more information or to find out where we are working on the night.

Below, before
release.
Left, the
liberators. from left
Douglas Black,
John Axford
(visiting from
Nelson), Bruce and
Lois Conway and
Geoff Dembo.
Photographs by
Graeme Childs.
Caption
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SCUTTLING IN THE CEILING TIME AGAIN
by Dallas Bradley
Late Autumn coincides with the end of the rodent breeding season when
rats and mice are at their most plentiful. It is also the time of the year
when they start seeking warmer spots and there’s no better place than your
sheds, ceiling or even vehicles?
Instead of waiting for them to come inside, how about trying to trap or poison them outdoors and prevent your property from being soiled by rodent
pee and poo. It doesn’t look good and it smells even worse! Rats in particular are also a fire hazard if they start chewing on wiring.
Try putting some rat trap boxes or poison bait stations (both pet proof) around your property – compost heaps, wood heaps, hedges, old sheds, bush or anywhere with a bit of cover are favoured places.
If the rodents do make it inside, try catching them with traps rather than poison. A trapped rat can be
removed, but a poisoned one is likely to end up dead, rotting and stinking in some hard to get at location

If you already have some bait stations or traps, now more than ever is the time to make sure they are
freshly baited and set. It is easy to let things slide over Summer when there are more important things
to do and rodent activity can be relatively quiet.
So if you are already pestbusting, keep it up, try harder even – make your place a “predator free zone” –
for your sake and the birds! If you’re not doing it, give it a go – it can be fun, challenging, rewarding
and much more.
If you want some advice or wish to purchase some pest control supplies, contact me (Dallas Bradley) on
021 784962 or amberg2@gmail.com.

Ceiling spaces make a warm, dry home for rodents in the cooler months. A variety
of traps and bait tunnels and bait are available from Otatara Pestbusters, along

with advice on how to use them!
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BOOK REVIEW
Early days in Foveaux Strait, by Lloyd Esler
This is a fascinating, informative and enjoyable read on the rich and lively history of Foveaux Strait,
close enough to Otatara to hear the sea roaring on Oreti Beach. For this book, Foveaux Strait reaches
from Ruapuke Island and Waikawa harbour in the east to Puysegur Point in the west, from Codfish Island/Whenua Ho on the west of Rakiura/Stewart Island to Port Pegasus on the east coast. This stretch
of often tumultous sea and the small coastal communities scattered around it in the 19th Century is the
setting for Lloyd’s meticulous research into the geological and human history of the region.
We are introduced to the story of the Maori settlements along the coast on both sides of the coast as
well on Ruapuke; we read of the Endeavour’s first arrival off the coast of Southland/Murihiku, and then
the first arrival of Europeans – sealers, traders, whalers, adventurers and former or escaped convicts
from New South Wales, who made new lives and families, many marrying Maori women, whose
descendants make up many Murihiku families today. We are introduced to the Maori chiefs and the the
Maori people, from 1775 onwards, and their interactions and relationships with Pakeha settlers as they
began to arrive and settle from 1816, and the various expeditions to chart the strait and explore the region.
The story threads together accounts of the settlements at Bluff, Jacobs River (Riverton) and other kaiks,
or villages. I was intrigued to discover that Pahia’s, or Cosy Nook, was once a large Maori village, taken
from the name of Pahi, the chief. Tragically, Pahi and 40 of his people drowned when their large double
-hulled waka broke up and sank in Foveaux
Strait in 1823. There is no sign of that village
now, although a sketch exists. Maybe it is time to
place information panels at significant historical
sites such as Pahia’s.
We read too of the stories of the main islands
that dot the Strait, including Ruapuke, the long,
low island seen from Stirling Point, which Lloyd
describes as the centre of population in the
Strait. Ruapuke was one of the two large concentrations on Maori in those early times, the other
being Otakou (Otago harbour). You may never
get to Ruapuke, but the island and its history is
vividly told, woven through accounts of Maori
life, Chiefly activities, flax gathering, shipwreck,
a Treaty signing ceremony and missionary work.
Mice on Ruapuke are called ‘Henriettas’. Intrigued? Get the book!
The book has many excellent colour photographs
as well as line drawings of many of the characters whose tales are told.
You can order a copy through Lloyd on 2130404
or esler@southnet.co.nz.
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Otatara Landcare Group Membership
If you are not already a member and would like to help support the work of the Otatara Landcare
Group, just fill in the form below and come join us. We appreciate all our members both for their
contributions of time and financial support. We can’t do it without you.

Membership Form
Please complete form for membership or if you require a receipt for any donation and email to
otataralg@gmail.com.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ ____
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Numbers: (Hm) _________________________________________________________________
(Mobile): __________________________________________________________________________
Email: (for newsletters and events) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________



I give permission for my contact details to be retained exclusively for the purposes of
communication in relation to the activities of Otatara Landcare Group.

Subs:
 Subscription for Life Membership $50

Donations: also welcome! NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORG. INC— CC47928
All donations of $5 and over are tax deductible within allowable limits.

 Donation: $___________________________________________________
OLG bank account 03 1355 0805312 00
Please use your surname and “olg subs” or “olg don” in reference boxes.
Alternatively, send completed form with cash or cheque payment to our treasurer
Lloyd Esler – 15 Mahuri Road, Otatara

Otatara Landcare Group:
Chairman, Barry Smith: 03 213 1500; Secretary, Chris Rance: 03 213 1161 ; Treasurer, Acting Treasurer, Lloyd Esler: 03 213
0404, PP editor, Richard Johnson 021 124 2746 , richardsueinvercargill@gmail.com
Committee Members:

Brian Rance, Chris Bowen, Sally Duston, Graeme Childs, Linda Jackson, Ray Jackson, Geoff Dembo, Cathy MacFie, Dallas
Bradley, Lloyd Esler, Bronwyn Graham , Maurice Rodway, Kathy Morrison
Additional Contributors:

Please contact the Otatara Landcare Group if you have any questions, suggestions or problems relating
to the Otatara and Sandy Point areas: otataralg@gmail.com
19

Published for the community by Otatara Landcare Group © 2020
With the support of Invercargill City Council Neighbourhood Fund

www.otataralandcare.org.nz,

Em ail: otataralg@gmail.com

Unless otherwise stated photos are copyright to the Otatara Landcare Group
or the group responsible for the article.

The articles contained herein represent the views of the contributor
and are not representative of the Otatara Landcare Group as a Society.

Printing by Sycamore Print: www.sycamoreprint.co.nz

20

