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Hello folks, welcome to Pigeon Post, the newsletter of the
Otatara Landcare Group. In this newsletter we bring you news
of the latest happenings in our area and snippets of
information about our past and ideas about improving our
environment
Your committee: Chairman Barry Smith 2131500
Secretary Chris Rance 2131161 Treasurer Glenda
Graham 2131397 Pigeon Post editor Lloyd Esler 2130404.
Committee members – Brian Rance, Randall Milne, Jane
Bowen, Sally Duston, Graeme Childs, Russell Evans, May
Evans, Linda Jackson, Ray Jackson, Nathan Cruickshank,
Geoff Dembo, Cathy MacFie, Dallas Bradley.
Please contact the Otatara Landcare Group if you have questions, ideas or problems relating to
the Otatara and Sandy Point areas, or if you want to help - otataralg@gmail.com.

Membership of the Otatara Landcare Group
The Landcare Group is a Charitable Trust supported by members and volunteers. If you would
like to support the work of this group or become involved in projects to enhance the natural
values of the Otatara Area please consider joining or making a donation – the Bushy Point
project alone costs the group over $10,000 a year and it is a public space available for everyone
to enjoy. Life membership just $50, annual membership $20 (SUBS DUE NOW!).

The OLG organises monthly events – http://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/newsevents/ and also manages the Bushy Point Restoration Project so you can be involved in a very
hands on project - http://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/bushy-point-restoration/

Life membership just $50, annual membership $20
Subs or donations can be deposited directly into the OLG bank account 03 1355 0805312 00 but
please make sure they are labelled with your name and olg subs as references.
Please email (otataralg@gmail.com) or send cheque to our treasurer Glenda Graham – 33
Rakiura Parade, Otatara – please put your name address phone number and email address.
Get this newsletter with colour photos and previous newsletters at
http://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/publications/

Chairspeak - a message from the Chairperson Barry Smith
We are fortunate to have parakeets flying around Otatara, and while this is a novelty for us, many
years ago they would have been a common sight. The introduction of predators and the removal
of native bush eliminated them. Since they disappeared from Otatara there have been a few
accidental releases but these have all be predated. Now, with a lot of people doing pest control,
parakeets are breeding and we have an increasing population.
On occasions while tramping in Fiordland or Aspiring National Parks I have come across family
groups of yellow-crowned parakeets and I have seen Antipodes and Auckland Island parakeets in
their natural habitats. They are a welcome addition to the Otatara birdlife.
We had a good number of folks at our spring planting day. This is the one day of the year when
we can showcase what we are trying to achieve at Bushy Point (see the OLG calendar for events
you can attend or help with). Remember also that this area is a public place, a reserve under the
Reserves Act, a place where you can roam freely at will.
Have Fun, Enjoy your family and Enjoy Life

FIREWORKS – FIRE RISK!
In a past survey, Otatara residents overwhelmingly cited the native bush and birdlife as a key attraction of
the area, yet a few people think they can let fireworks off whenever they please, not just in November.
With the bush and ground being so dry after the summer drought we ALL need to use common sense and
realise that we should not be letting off fireworks at any time.
They pose a serious risk to local kereru, tui and bellbird populations, as well as to the bush itself. Livestock
and pets are also at risk. As Otatara is a rural area, there are many properties with animals such as sheep,
horses, cattle and goats, not to mention a large number of pet cats, dogs and caged birds.
I am sure we have all seen the destruction caused by the massive fires in the USA and Australia, and yes
even in some parts of New Zealand. We don’t want Otatara looking like this do we?
So please take care and don’t light any fires, or use fireworks.

Joyce Telford
It is noted with sadness that the first treasurer of the Otatara Landcare Group, Joyce Telford,
passed away on 13 October 2017. Joyce lived with husband Brian in Otatara where they brought
up their three children, Garry, Malcolm & Karen. Husband Brian and Daughter Karen passed
away some time ago and currently both of the boys now live in Australia. When the Otatara
section got too large for her to look after, she moved to White St where she remained until moving
into Peacehaven. It was while setting up the fledgling Otatara Landcare Group that Joyce
stepped up to the task of looking after our accounts. This she did for a few years until travelling to
committee meetings at night during the winter months got to a point where she felt it was too much
and she quietly retired from the committee.

Otatara History Day
Later in the year the OLG are hoping to run another Otatara History day – guided or self-guided.
We are looking for people who have stories to tell and places to show. Contact Lloyd Esler if you
would like to be involved – email esler@southnet.co.nz or phone 2130404.

Southland Community Nursery News Feb 2018 - Chris Rance

2018 started with a continuation of the very hot and dry conditions experienced since November.
Watering has been the main activity for the nursery over much of that period. Combined with that
has been a reluctance (rightfully) to plant out so we have a lot of good native plant stock in the
nursery ready for planting in autumn. Plants are for sale at $5 each in PB3 size planter bags and
all proceeds go back into the nursery charitable trust to fund our other educational activities which
are offered free to schools. Call or email Chris if you want to look at the nursery or purchase
plants. Native Plant Sale Sunday 8 April 2018 – 10am-noon
Volunteer Friday mornings are busy with an average of 10-15 people helping each week. If you
are interested in learning about native plants and helping with nursery work, just come along
anytime between 9am and noon. For your help you can take away some native plants for your
efforts.
We have a number of workshops planned for 2018 – art, natural body products, plant
propagation, foraging, apple pressing to name a few – to see the list of workshops and to book
visit the website link below http://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/educationcentre/activities/workshops/
School visits have stared for the new term. If you want to book a school visit and get out into
nature check out our resources and arrange a visit
http://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/education-centre/activities/school-activities/
All events are documented with photographs at
http://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/news-and-events/

Karariki or Red-crowned parakeets in Otatara - Randall Milne
Have you heard the kakariki around Otatara yet?
There’s a lot of chatter going on in Otatara at present. It’s not any normal community rumblings but
the sound of kakariki (Red-crowned parakeets) finding Otatara to their liking. Recent reports from
residents have seen or heard kakariki in Rata Road, Oreti Road and in Ruru Avenue, as well as a
number of sightings in Otatara Reserve.
So how have kakariki been able to survive and breed in Otatara when they have largely
disappeared from mainland NZ? The most obvious factor is the on-going efforts of those carrying
out pest control on their own property and in reserves around Otatara. Kakariki often feed on the
ground and are therefore susceptible to predation. This is led to them disappearing from large
parts of NZ and only surviving on pest-free off shore islands. The efforts of those controlling pests
have helped kakariki and other native birds in Otatara, but there is still more that can be done.

If you want to find out where pest control in Otatara is happening and how you can help, visit
http://otatara-pestbusters.org.
To find out what kakariki look and sound like, visit http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/redcrowned-parakeet.

UPDATE FROM BUSH HAVEN – AND KAKARIKI
We have been busy over the Spring months, with about as many tui than Kereru coming to our
property injured, plus two baby bellbirds. Many of the released kereru are coming back to Bush
Haven for extra food, which we don’t really want, but at least it helps feed the young birds they
are obviously rearing.
Our special birds, South Island Kaka have raised three chicks, which are now flying with the
parents and all of last year’s chicks are now flying free, some at Orokonui Ecosanctuary in
Dunedin and some in Abel Tasman National Park. The parents really appreciated the huhu grubs
that people brought them, especially in the first few weeks after the chicks hatched.
At our Open Day we successfully released four kereru and the second bellbird and it was great to
see several young families, new to Otatara on the property.
We are looking for adult volunteers to come and help occasionally with feeding or outside work on
week mornings, please call in if you are interested.
At Bush Haven we welcome groups of visitors to the property to see these and other birds, by
appointment, for a donation towards feeding costs. As we are a registered charitable trust, if you
wish to give a larger donation, this can go towards a tax refund later in the year.
We have unfortunately had our first red-crowned Kakariki euthanised with a badly smashed wing,
probably hit by a car. It is great that there are quite a few around, so obviously the few out there
have been breeding and we know of at least two nests. We hope to eventually get permission to
release some more to enhance the population of these special wee birds. It is essential that
people keep up their pest control to support them.
Photo of red-crowned Kakariki

We have also recently cared for a shining cuckoo,
another species surviving here because of pest control.
Photo shows it in our warm box.

You will also find that your bush areas are greatly
enhanced with pest control – many more seedlings
popping up everywhere.
Don’t forget to keep chasing the pests – talk to your
neighbours and get everyone caring for the bush and the
birds of Otatara!
It has been great working with you over the past few
years – keep up the good work.
Russell Evans

Otatara Pestbusters – What’s it all about?
Become an Otatara Pestbuster and join 200 other Otatara landowners
that are currently controlling animal pests, rats in particular, on their
properties.
Free membership entitles you to low cost rat bait (poison), bait
stations (pet safe) and traps, plus as much advice as you want!
Otatara Pestbusters was established in 2010 by Russell & May Evans
in conjunction with the Otatara Landcare Group. The objective was to
increase bird numbers by reducing the number of rats, stoats and
possums that were munching on the birds, their eggs and their habitat – and it’s working! Many
residents have noticed more tuis, pigeons, fantails, indeed all birds, around their properties. In
addition kakariki (red crowned parakeets) are regularly seen and there is even the odd sighting of
kaka.
Russell and May have handed the day to day running of Pestbusters to Dallas Bradley. Contact
Dallas on 2130234 or 021 794962 for advice on traps, bait etc. For $20 you will be well on the
way to successful pestbusting.
“There’s a lot more rats around than most people realise” says Dallas, “I had only seen two dead
rats in 25 years before I started pestbusting and now I regularly trap a half dozen or so annually
plus whatever number the poison gets”. Rat control benefits your home as well as the birds – a lot
fewer rats and mice scuttling in the ceiling and under the house. Some building fires in Otatara
have been attributed to rats chewing on the wiring.
Otatara Pestbusters falls under the umbrella of the Otatara Landcare Group. Some of the
Pestbusters put a considerable amount of time and effort into controlling pests in local reserves as
well as their own properties. Over the years they have noticed a significant drop in pest numbers
and a corresponding increase in seedling growth and bird numbers. However, there is always a
certain amount of “reinvasion” by mobile pests so pestbusting has to be an ongoing activity –
‘persistence pays off’ as they say, so if any of you existing pestbusters are getting short of
supplies, give Dallas a ring. If you haven’t changed the bait in your bait stations for a while, it
would pay to, because the rats prefer the fresh stuff. Email Dallas amberg2@gmail.com

Bushy Point Pest Control – Chris Rance
If you walk the tracks at Bushy Point you will have noticed the new pest control interpretation
panel near the first set of traps. The panel was designed by Janet Hodgetts and illustrates the
pests the Otatara Landcare Group (OLG) is targeting at Bushy Point. Stoats, weasels and ferrets,
possums and rats are the main target species – and the main birds benefitting from the pest
control are fernbirds, kereru, tui and bellbirds. The pests do most of their damage at night –
eating chicks and often adult birds while they are on the nest (so you rarely actually see the pests
involved). The map on the panel shows the 90 hectare area covered by rat bait stations, possum
and stoat traps, all serviced by OLG volunteers about every two weeks.
All bait stations and traps are secure and the type of poison bait we can use is strictly controlled.
The poison is pindone which has been laid, in pied piper bait stations, since March 2017. This type
of poison is used because it does not accumulate in the food chain. However, dogs eating
poisons are particularly susceptible, which is why only dogs on leads are allowed at Bushy Point.
In case of poisoning: please contact your local Poison Information Service immediately: New
Zealand: 0800 POISON (0800 764 766).
For any queries about the pest control at Bushy Point contact OLG Chair Barry Smith (03
2131500), Secretary Chris Rance (03 2131161) or committee members Randall Milne (03
2130851) or Brian Rance (03 2131161).

Frogs – Lloyd Esler
The common frog around Otatara is the Brown frog although usually called Whistling frog, Litoria
ewingii. It was introduced from Australia to the West Coast in the 1800s
and spread throughout the country, intentionally or accidently. It was
recorded from Chatham Island for the first time in 2017 so it is still
spreading. About 25 years ago New Zealand was hit by a worldwide
frog disease which reduces the frog's ability to absorb oxygen through
its skin and numbers dropped steadily. They used to be abundant but
now the calls are infrequent although there are still strong populations in
some areas. The larger Green frog seems to have entirely disappeared from Southland, evidently
being more susceptible to the disease.
Tadpoles don’t get affected although they probably carry the disease and succumb when they turn
into frogs. The extreme cold of July 1996 was often blamed for the frog deaths but it probably had
only a small effect. Frogs are travellers so you can only keep them at a small pond if they are
penned in. This could be a glass or netting enclosure but ventilation is important and they are
vulnerable to a sudden rise in temperature. Food is flies and other flying insects so you need a
large enough area for the insect population to develop. You can help by putting in rotting fruit to
attract fruit flies. You don’t need a lot of water as the frogs can live in a damp environment without
going near water except to lay their eggs. I wouldn’t be too optimistic unfortunately about how
successful this will be. I’ve been putting tadpoles into my pond for years and still have no resident
frogs.
In

Huhu grubs – Lloyd Esler
How can you help Henry and the other tuataras in the museum’s
Tuatarium – Huhu grubs! Find a nicely rotted pine log and hack it
to bits with an axe or pick. Collect the huhu grubs and pupae and
keep them in a a container with some of the moist wood they have
been eating until you can get them to the museum. They last a
remarkable time if kept moist. The grubs spend about three years
developing, a month or so as a pupa and only a few days as an
adult. Huhu beetles are our largest native beetles, an important
food source for birds, especially owls. The huhu is valuable as a recycler of dead wood. You
rarely find a grub in a native log so they may have been relatively uncommon until the arrival of
pine trees. Eat one to see what are like. This photo shows a huhu pupa.
Rare birds – something to look out for
November produced at least five rare birds for Southland, vagrants from Australia most likely, from
where they may have been driven eastwards by strong winds or prompted to migrate by drought.
These are the Northern shovellor – two seen on the Sutton Lagoon; Whiskered tern – one seen on
the Sutton Lagoon; Chestnut-breasted shelduck, very like a Paradise duck but with different
marking – one on the Sutton lagoon; Fan-tailed cuckoo – one hit by a car on Stewart Island and
Black-tailed native hen, like a small pukeko with a yellow beak – one on pasture at Waimatua.
Makes you wonder what else is out there. Over the summer watch out for unusual butterflies as
well. We usually get a few Painted ladies around. There are like a small version of the Red
admiral with extremely rapid flight. They like dry and rocky areas. They are seen often at Bluff,
Omaui and Tiwai. Other possibilities are the Meadow Argus, Lesser
wanderer and Blue moon. These are all tough species, adapted to
long-distance travel and all widespread through the Pacific. The latest
butterfly on the New Zealand list is the Japanese White admiral which
was introduced to help control Japanese honeysuckle. It’s not in
Southland yet but is likely to spread here.
Picture shows a Chestnut-breasted shelduck

Olive Ridley Turtle - Lloyd Esler
Recently an ailing turtle was found on Oreti Beach. It was an Olive Ridley Turtle which was sent
up to Massey for an autopsy by Dr Lydia Uddstrom who says, “I can confirm he was a mature
male Olive Ridley. It is unfortunately not possible to confirm how old he was.
For cause of death here were two major findings – firstly he was emaciated with very little fat
stores left. Secondly he had swallowed sand which caused an obstruction of the airway. It is
likely that this happened in the end stages of him come onshore at the beach and being too weak
to protect his airways.
He also had an old, fully healed, injury to left side of the carapace
(upper shell) and a small
fresh crack on the right
side of the plastron (lower
shell). The fresh crack
was very superficial and
does not appear to be
related to his death.
Unfortunately we were
unable to identify a reason
for his emaciation or for
him being located so far
south of where he should
normally be. He had food
in his intestinal tract when he died and there did not appear to be
any blockages or reason for him not to be able to process that
properly.
We will look for signs of fungal infection which can be common in
these stranded turtles.”
The two other most recent findings of turtles in Southland were
also Olive Ridleys. One came from Kaka Point about 1980 and
the skull is from a Waipapa Point specimen found in November
2015.

Omaui Track opens – Lloyd Esler
On 12 November the Omaui Track was officially opened.
Around 30 people gathered for the occasion which was
the culmination of six year’s work by volunteers. In 2011
there was a public meeting of people interested in getting
a track to the top of the Omaui Hill. The Omaui Scenic
Reserve of 196 hectares is administered by DoC and had
no tracks in it at that time. DoC indicated that they had
no budget for new track construction but would support
an organisation that wished to develop one, through a
management agreement.
A trust was formed for the purpose of mapping and
forming a loop track through the reserve and a route was
GPS’d with the help of DoC in late 2011. This track was
approximately 3.6km in total and followed a ridge to the
top of the hill at 205 metres and looped down on the
wetter eastern side. This loop was later shortened
following advice from contractors as its formation on wet

ground would have involved extensive filling, drainage,
bridging and boardwalking. In October 2015 our team of
trackbuilders, Phil and Joan Fluerty, started work and six
weeks later they had finished the formation of the
track. It is 1.5km from the existing track through the ICC
Reserve to the fenceline at the top of Omaui Hill at 200m
above sealevel, with a fine view of Foveaux Strait and
Bluff Harbour. Allow a couple of hours return time from
the carpark.
Since then, volunteers have been spreading
pproximately 100 tonnes of gravel which was dropped in
140 helicopter loads, and installed around 600 sheets of
Jakmat which is a plastic matting we use on wet parts of
the track. The project has cost around $90,000 so far,
with financial help from Lotteries, CTOS, ILT Foundation,
The Southern Trust, Trusts Community Foundation, ICC
Active Communities fund and the Les Hutchins
Foundation. Gravel was donated by Crooks’ Quarry.
Signage and bit of gravelling are all that are now needed
to complete the project.
The track has already been getting good use from school groups, runners, pest control people and
those who just enjoy a peaceful walk in the bush. This is the closest hill to Invercargill and the
largest patch of bush in the city apart from Bluff Hill. Features are elegant rata trees, patches of
rare Kidney ferns, giant manuka trees and abundant ferns and birdlife. There’s still work to do if
you would like to help with gravelling and drain clearing.

Erosion along Oreti Beach – Lloyd Esler
After a couple of years of fairly active erosion, the shoreline along Oreti Beach seems to have
stabilised with only a small amount of erosion now and marram grass beginning to cover the bare
exposed areas. Aggradation and erosion are natural factors influencing the shape of a soft
shoreline. The rapid erosion uncovered several phases in maritime history. Firstly, a good deal
of plastic eroded out of the sand, representing about 50 years’ worth of ocean rubbish. Much of
this was collected in several beach cleanups and the rest was swept around the corner into the
mouth of the estuary where if formed a great bank, now covered in marram. The erosion
unearthed number of drift cards which were dumped at sea in the 1970s. Each has a serial
number and can be traced to its place of origin. This project provided valuable information on the
Earth’s currents.
Then we noted the appearance of large blocks of pumice which had been washed ashore in
1964 following the undersea eruption of a volcano on Protector Shoal in the south Atlantic in
1962. Then came bits of a ship and a number of bottles dating back to about the 1880s. Twelve
ships were wrecked at the mouth of the New River Estuary and these bits could have been from
the brig Hindu which came ashore in 1871. She was bringing a cargo of tea from Foo Chow in
China to Dunedin, came too close to shore and was stranded on 27 March 1871. Her crew and
cargo were saved but attempts to refloat the Hindu were unsuccessful. At very low tides, some
of her ribs stick up through the sand about 2km south of the main entrance.

Not all the erosion is natural. The introduction of rabbits to Sandy Point in 1863 led to the loss
of the native plants covering the dunes, the rapid movement of sand began. “The first to
complain of the rabbit nuisance was an old Highlander having a farm contiguous to the sandy
warren. He repeatedly warned the Government of the danger of allowing an increase of these
animals, having seen their destructive career in the Home country. The only response given by
the Government to the appeal was, that he would have liberty to shoot any rabbit trespassing on
his farm. Then from an old blunderbuss which did execution in his grandfather's hands at the
battle of Culloden, this aggrieved Highlander blazed forth
many sterling pounds worth of powder, and shot away at
the bunnies without any appreciable effect in their
diminution. Finally with a Gaelic benediction to the
Government and to the rabbits he forsook his property.”
The second victim of the rabbits was Lewis Ackers, a
former harbour pilot who had retired to Sandy Point to
farm. His obituary in 1885 notes, “It was upon his land the
rabbits were first turned out, and it was not long before
they had so completely cleared the soil of vegetation that the sand was let loose and soon drifted
over in such clouds that his homestead was buried, and he had to leave.”
Picture shows the advancing tide of sand in the Sandy Point forest.
On 3 December 1869, George Lumsden, jeweller and later mayor of Invercargill, presented to the
council a petition from residents of New River District, complaining of the loss they suffered from
the rabbit plague and asking for assistance in their destruction. The newspaper said, “After a
humorous and somewhat lengthy discussion, it was moved that the memorial be disposed of by
the Government.”
The discussion might have been more concise and less jocular if there had been a prophet
amongst the members of the Provincial Council.

Wink the wonder dog – Lloyd Esler
John Taylor’s dog Wink has been trained to sniff
out Spartina. Spartina or Cord grass is a major
pest in the estuary, now almost entirely
eliminated, but odd plants show up. It is
important to find and deal with these before they
spread. How do you train a dog to sniff out
something as specific as that? He’s already the
expert at sniffing out Velvetleaf which now
seems to have gone from Southland farms,
although land infested last season has to be left
without crops for some years to prevent the
seed germinating and growing without being
spotted. Wink has one eye, hence the name.
Here he is indicating a Spartina plant.

Kiwi Conservation Club (KCC) Event – Birds – Bronwyn Graham
What a great time we had at the Southland Community Nursery
learning about and being NZ native birds! We checked out the
pond, spotting a white faced heron flying overhead while we
were there. Then we transformed into birds with the awesome
Landcare Research bird masks which we coloured in, learning
about these species and spotting pictures of them around the
Southland Community Nursery Education centre building. We
played “Poo Power” seeing whether the kereru or the possum
won! We went on a treasure hunt around the education centre
using laminated picture cards to find the birds and finding out where birds live and made some crazy
creatures from the tops and tails book. We attempted to put on a play about native birds, but more fun was
had just pretending to be birds!!! We also got to view the amazing entries in our Bird Art Competition and
present prizes to those there (see below).
KCC is a children’s conservation club you can join at www.kcc.org.nz – you will receive 4 copies of the
“Wild Things” magazine as well as being able to enjoy local outings – contact local KCC Coordinator
Bronwyn 213 0017, southland@kcc.org.nz for further details.
There are lots of events on the OLG Calendar – Join KCC and become part of an exciting group of families.

Bird Art Competition – August 2017
Kereru, kea, kiwi, piwakawaka, tieke, oystercatchers, penguins,
pukeko, ruru and shining cuckoo all featured in this year’s Bird
Art competition. All the amazing entries were displayed flying,
hiding, sitting and nesting in the tree at the Southland Community
Nursery. It was a fantastic array of artistic impression and
perspective of our native birds, with pictures full of colour and
detail of our New Zealand taonga/treasures.
Thank you to all those that entered, and congratulations to those
that received a prize. The winners received a book or a Kiwi
Conservation Club membership prize, donated by the Southland
Community Nursery, Southland Forest and Bird, or Forest & Bird
– KCC National Office.

KCC is 30 years old this year
See if you can do the birthday challenges in 2018
http://kcc.org.nz/portfolio/kccs-birthday-30-challenges-for-2018/

Explorers Club – Lloyd Esler
There have been three incarnations of the Southland Young Explorers Club in the last 30 years
but enthusiasm for getting cold, wet, lost, muddy, bloody, sunburnt, hungry and bitten by sandflies
inexplicably wanes after a time. I’m often getting enquiries about restarting and I’d like to have a
public meeting in March. It’s for kids aged about 10 upwards and their families, doing vigorous
weekend and summer-evening exploration-type activities. In the past, we had monthly evening
meetings but I’d favour learning by exploration rather than learning by lectures. There is a British
outfit called Woodcraft Folk which does that sort of stuff but they are a bit political with far-left
leanings. One picture shows the kids making the word RESIST with flaming torches. That’s
taking nature study a bit too far. Let me know if you are interested. Lloyd Esler
esler@southnet.co.nz 2130404
The Starlings are at it again
There are two adjacent nestboxes outside my kitchen window, both of which
were busy in the spring. Both have raised two chicks and one pair re-laid, with
four new hatchlings. One very aggressive newcomer was preventing the first
pair from bringing food to their chicks as he wanted to throw them out and use
the nestbox instead. The two chicks in the other box left prematurely as is fairly
common but after three days they were back in the box!!. The parents fed them
briefly but then stopped and the chicks left again.
Found a fantail nest recently? Here’s one in a Black matipo about a metre and a
half above ground level. Fantails make a bulky nest in contrast to Silvereyes
which have a very skinny one. Fantails use spider web to bind the nesting
material together.

Dead Crabs There have been innumerable dead crabs on
Oreti Beach. These are mudcrabs which will have been killed by
the warm weather, flushed from the mud and deposited on the
beach

For sale: large bags for garden recycling.

$10. 40 available.
These are woven plastic with for handles holding about half a cubic
metre. Contact Lloyd 2130404

Lawrie Metcalfe
Those of us who have been residents for some time will remember Parks Director Lawrie Metcalfe who died
recently. Here is a part of his obituary “In 1977 Lawrie moved to Invercargill to take the position of
Director of Parks and Recreation for the Invercargill City Council. Here he had a staff of more than 100 with
a further 100 involved in various training schemes to help the unemployed.
Apart from his day-to-day supervision of general parks maintenance, Lawrie instigated large scale
improvements to Queens Park. These included construction of a garden area for the cultivation of
Subantarctic plants (in association with the Roaring Forties display in the adjoining Southland Museum) and
using the Jessie Calder bequest to create a special garden area in Queens Park, featuring historic shrub roses,
heaths, and dwarf and low-growing conifers.
Lawrie also oversaw intensive development of the 2,000 ha Sandy Point Domain, to make it more appealing
and accessible to the public. This involved the planning and construction of walking tracks, park
interpretation, enhancement of native plants and other environmental and historic areas within the Domain.
Lawrie commenced the development of Donovan Park as a farm park, along with the construction of a new
nursery for propagation and planting up the park. He also oversaw creation of the Sutherland Rose Garden,
one of the highlights of Anderson Park.
Throughout his career, Lawrie inspired young horticulturists and trainees to continue their studies and
expand their knowledge of plants, horticulture and parks management. Many of those inspired by Lawrie
went on to hold senior positions in horticulture and parks management throughout the country.

Eco Fun Day
On 5 November lots of kids and their families spent an afternoon at Bushy Point, finding birds,
plants and insects, planting trees and catching waterboatmen and tadpoles in the pond as well as
lots of other activities.

Bushy Point Big Planting Day September 2017
Another great day! A good crowd gathered for the annual planting at Bushy Point. In no time at
all the plants were in and rabbit-proof. This makes the total plants planted at Bushy Point over
27,000!

Surviving the drought – Lloyd Esler
We’ve never had such a water shortage in Otatara. The tankers are busy and everything is
browning off. The effects on vegetation are likely to be severe and long-lasting. Remember the
big freeze of July 1996 and the lasting effects on plantlife and birds? There was a big loss of bush
birds but they recovered in subsequent breeding seasons. Black-billed gulls died in large numbers
as they were unable to find food and their population continues to be a cause of concern.
Predation at nesting sites and frequent loss of nests during floods has prevented the population
from growing to a healthy level. These are the gulls you see following a plough or scavenging on
the Queenstown waterfront.
The drought is already killing plants and we are expecting the Bushy Point planting programme to
suffer some loss. It’s just not possible to water everything. I am interested in reports of which
plants survived well and which succumbed. If long summer droughts are going to become the
norm, it will be helpful to know which species to plant.

Calendar 2018
Otatara Landcare Group and KCC Events
www.otataralandcare.org.nz
JANUARY
Monday 22

FEBRUARY
Friday 2, 9, 16, 23

Sunday 18

Chilean flame creeper removal, Bowman’s Bush, Ruru Ave – 7pm-9pm (ph Randall 2130851)

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road – volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz (park at 183 Grant Road car park).
Bushy Point work day – 1pm-3pm (ph Sally 2131403)

MARCH
Friday 2, 9, 16, 23

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings including seed collecting –
9am-noon (ph Chris 2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz (park at 183 Grant Road car
park)

Sunday 4 March

Seaweek KCC Activity – Omaui with Lloyd - Meet at Omaui at 10am-midday (byo picnic lunch).
Leader Bronwyn KCC 2130017southland@kcc.org.nz

Wednesday 7 March

Foraging with Maggie and Chris – meet 183 Grant Road, Otatara carpark at 6.30pm - $5 per
person

Tuesday 27 and Wed 28

Southland Girls High School Breakout days at Bushy Point, volunteer help always appreciated (ph
Chris 2131161 evenings). This replaces our March Bushy Point working day so feel free to come and
help. All help appreciated – start 9.30am-2pm – entry through Barrys at 173 Grant Road, Otatara.

Sunday 25

Bushy Point work day – 1pm-3pm (ph Sally 2131403, 0273548209)

APRIL
Friday 6, 13, 20, 27

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz (park at 183 Grant Road car park)

Sunday 8

NATIVE PLANT SALE – 10am-noon Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road

Sunday 22

KCC at Southland Community Nursery 2-4pm. Leader Bronwyn KCC
2130017southland@kcc.org.nz

Sunday 22
Bushy Point work day – 1pm-3pm (ph Sally 2131403, 0273548209) - sally not available

MAY
Friday 4, 11, 18, 25

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon.
(ph Chris 2131161) (park at 183 Grant Road car park) www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz

Friday 11

Apple Pressing Workshop – Southland Community Nursery – 1pm-4pm (park at 183 Grant Road car
park) www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz.

Sunday 20

Bushy Point Planting Day 1pm-3pm ph Sally 2131403 0273548209

Wed 16

Otatara Landcare Group AGM – 7-9pm – Otatara Church Hall, Oreti Road followed by speaker

JUNE
Friday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon. Friday 8 and 15
will be CUTTINGS WORKSHOPS please book a place (ph Chris 2131161). (park at 183 Grant Road
car park)

Sunday 17
Bushy Point Work Day 1pm-3pm ph Sally (2131403, 0273548209)
Saturday 23
Matariki Night Celebration and BYO Supper to share at Community Nursery Education Centre KCC
5-6.30pm then 7pm-9pm - park 183 Grant Road (ph Chris 2131161).
www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz.

JULY
Friday 6, 13

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). Nursery closed for winter.

Mon 11-16

KIDZONE

Sunday 15

Bushy Point Work Day 1pm-3pm ph Sally 2131403, 0273548209

AUGUST
Saturday 18

Kiwi Conservation Club Children’s Exploration Trip – Southland Community Nursery Education
Centre – 2-4pm. Leaders Chris Rance 2131161, Bronwyn KCC 2130017southland@kcc.org.nz

Sunday 26

Bushy Point Work Day 1pm-3pm ph Sally 2131403, 0273548209 Preparation for big Planting next
month

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 8

Big tree planting day for families at Bushy Point (ph Barry 2131500) REPLACES Monthly WORK
DAY.
Combined with Kiwi Conservation Club.

Friday 21, 28
Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz

OCTOBER
Friday 5, 12, 19, 26

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz (park at 183 Grant Road car park)

Saturday 6/Sunday 7

KCC Trip TBC Leader Bronwyn KCC 2130017southland@kcc.org.nz

Tues/wed 16-17

Bird Call Workshop (bookings essential) Ali Meade email ali.meade@es.govt.nz

Sunday 28

Bushy Point Work day 1pm-3pm (ph Sally 2131403, 0273548209)

NOVEMBER
Friday 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz (park at 183 Grant Road car park). 5th Birthday for
the Nature Centre Friday 9 November.

Sunday 4

Eco-Fun Day at Bushy Point and Southland Community Nursery 1pm-3pm (ph Sally 2131403)
(park at 183 Grant Road car park) and pick up your eco-pack from the Education Centre. Leaders Chris
Rance 2131161, Bronwyn KCC 2130017southland@kcc.org.nz

Sunday 18

Bushy Point Work day 1pm-3pm (ph Sally 213140, 0273548209

DECEMBER
Friday 7, 14, 21

Southland Community Nursery, 185 Grant Road - volunteer mornings – 9am-noon (ph Chris
2131161). www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz (park at 183 Grant Road car park)

Wednesday 19

Bushy Point Walk (Leader Barry Smith 2130500) – 7.30pm

Kiwi Conservation Club (KCC) is a children’s nature activity club for families.
You can join at www.kcc.org.nz and will receive the “Wild Things” magazine 4
times a year. Southland Coordinator Bronwyn KCC 2130017southland@kcc.org.nz

