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Award for Ōreti Tōtara Dune Forest
Congratulations to all involved with the Ōreti Tōtara Dune Forest, which was among the Environmental Champions recognised
at the 25th Environment Southland Community Awards in Invercargill earlier in November. Pictured holding the certificates
and awards are, from left, Dallas Bradley, a member of the Ōreti
Tōtara Dune Forest Advisory Committee and responsible for the
animal pest control programme; Maurice Rodway, honorary
ranger, and Jesse Bythell, from the QEII National Trust. More
on page three.

CHAIRSPEAK
From the chairperson of the Otatara Landcare group—Barry Smith
OK, winter has now passed and we are well into Spring with Summer knocking on our door. Where we
will all be and what we will be allowed to do if and when we reach the traffic light system is still up in
the air a bit but I am ever hopeful that people will have sufficient freedom to be able to celebrate Christmas with their families and friends. Whilst we, as a country, are striving to reach the 90% vaccination
target we know there is a lot of mis-information about which is holding people back from getting vaccinated, also, there is a third group who have the information but are not yet comfortable about receiving the jab.
I must admit I went through a bit of a think about this also (as no doubt many of you did) but very early on decided that this was the best protection and this looks like a good choice now with the number of
double Covid vaccinations reaching close to 90% and of the (about) 10% left taking up more than 90%
of hospitalizations from the latest outbreak. One of my reasonings for getting the vaccine was this very
hospital thing. If the hospitals are taking in Covid cases there is less resources available for normal day
to day things like cancer, heart and stroke patients, less resources available for other illnesses and accidents and therefore more deaths related to those factors which will not show up as a Covid Statistic but
will be the result of.

Looking back 100 years the 1918 flu epidemic (which killed between 50-100 million people) lasted for
about three years. With this in mind we probably have at least another year to go before we get back to
a more normal life and a country more than 100 billion NZD in debt.
Well, what else has been going on. Life has not been all doom and gloom. Labour weekend was an unusually fine one, at least in Alexandra where with mild low 20⁰C temperatures Robyn and I attended a
nephew’s wedding. This brought all of our families together from not only Invercargill, but also Balclutha, Dunedin, Christchurch and Wellington, but unfortunately not Auckland. It was a very relaxed affair with the ceremony being held at the Orchard Gardens in the centre of a hedge maze, so it was very
sheltered.
I made the comment, with the Bride’s family seated on the shaded side (as they were sick of the sun)
and the Southlanders on the sunny side (and thankful for the sun) that the seating was certainly appropriate. Being very rustic the wedding breakfast was held at the Earnscleugh Hall. One hiccough thrown
at the bride, early on the afternoon of her wedding, was that the caterers informed her that they would
cook the meal but would not be serving it (don’t know why they didn’t let her know of the possibility
several weeks before), but the couple’s Venturer Scout friends stepped up and laid the food out for selfservice, so well done for friends.
Over the next few months we here at Otatara are going to be faced with access issues going to town.
Although this is going to be a bit of a nuisance there are some positives: for one thing, when this is all
finished access to Otatara will be more secure. The original (and existing) flood banks were made of
sand, probably not the best thing to make a flood bank out of) and secondly the increased height will
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge
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Chairspeak continued
give access to the Otatara area more security for more years to come and with that security of access
comes the added security in the future value of your homes. Think about that one for a minute, If access to Otatara was to be via Bay Road (which would also have to be moved with rising sea levels) how
would that affect the value of your sections? Also, the airport would have to move so accessing that
would take longer and where would it move to? Maybe Mill Road North where it used to be, and how
much longer would that take? Just a wee note here too, twice whilst travelling to and from town I have
seen water from the Estuary overtop the flood banks. So grin and bear the disruption, it will end up
better in the long run over our lifetime.
Barry Smith, Chairperson
bjsrdms@gmail.com

ORETI TOTARA DUNE FOREST
‘Environmental Heroes’ win award
The Citation for Environment Southland’s Environmental Action in Biodiversity & Biosecurity award
won by the Oreti Totara Dune Forest reads:
‘The Ōreti Tōtara Dune Forest’s rare ecological values are being protected for present and future generations to enjoy. The forest was purchased in 2020 following a huge fundraising effort by the Native Forest Restoration trust set up to look after it. It comprises about 40ha of Totara forest on dunes, with
areas of ancient Matai forest and patches of Kahikatea, along with large old Manuka and Tī Kōuka
(Cabbage Trees), rising above extensive areas of Mingimingi.
‘The Advisory Committee for the forest has undertaken an immense amount of work to restore the forest including, temporary and permanent fencing to exclude livestock, reinstating water into wetlands,
walking tracks created, signage and pamphlets produced, carpark built, a pest and weed control plan
introduced and hundreds of key species planted to reinstate plants lost to grazing.
‘A management plan has also been created to ensure the ongoing future success of the forest. A QEII
covenant application was approved in August’.
The chief executive of Environment Southland, Rob Phillips, said the awards honoured the region’s environmental heroes, who work hard to do the right thing for the environment, “often unsung environmental leaders quietly getting on and making a difference for our region”.
The Advisory Committee consists of Maurice Rodway, Dallas Bradley, Kathy Macfie, Chris and Brian
Rance and Jesse Bythell, the QE11 Trust representative.
Barry Smith, chairperson of the Otatara Landcare Group, was a finalist in the individual category of the
environment awards. Barry’s work with the OLG and Bushy Point, where he spends countless hours organising working bees and doing weed and pest control over many years, was rightly recognised. Jesse
Bythell won the individual award for her work with the QEII National Trust. Jesse is heavily involved
with the environment in a work capacity, looking after 222 registered covenants. Her success can be put
down to strong relationship skills and her willingness to work with landowners in their time.
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NEW KERERU RELEASE AVIARY
By Gretchen Ledington
Early 2019, as an avid fan of Bush Haven Trust (admiring Russell and May Evan’s extensive
experience and work helping injured local native birds), taking the opportunity to become the new
host of the Kereru Release Aviary was both an honour and dream come true.
My husband Steven, and children Jessica (12) and Jack (10) moved here in 2012. Located at 106 Ariki
Ave in amongst a good amount of Totara forest and a handful of mature Kowhai trees we have Kereru
readily visiting. We love the outdoors and those who know me and Jessica also know of our particular
fascination with bird’s eggs—our bird’s egg collections have visited the Otatara Kindergarten and
Otatara School classrooms on various occasions.
As Russell and May looked to retire, Kathy Morrison and Douglas Black, at 33 Oreti Rd, took over the
main hospital side of the Trust’s work (receiving injured birds and nursing them back to an
independent eating and perching state). I volunteered to home the release aviary, a place designed for
injured birds to grow back feathers and build back up their flight strength for release.
Building a Kereru release aviary is a unique activity. We were fortunate to glean information from
Russell before sadly he passed away during the early build stages, the Department of Conservation
had also released recent guidelines, and DOC staff Ros and Jenny provided some practical direction.
Otatara Landcare Group members Ray Jackson and Brian Rance also thankfully encouraged the Trust
to invest in new materials (rather than relying mainly on existing materials from the old aviary). The
most significant enhancement compared to the old release aviary has been the increased length which
will be fantastic for flight practice. (Old aviary: Width 4m, length 5m and height 3m. New aviary: 4m
x 9m and height 3.5m approximately).
Building the aviary has been a complex and multi-faceted effort. At the heart of the operation has
been the unsung hero, my father-in-law Allan Ledington who had the extraordinary ability to take it
from imaginary concept to a solid high quality end result. (In Jenny’s words “Well, it’s certainly not
going to blow over!”). His extensive engineering experience, generosity of hundreds of hours and
perseverance to keep coming back has been amazing – I’m forever grateful. There are many more to
thank (apologies to anyone missed!):
Bush Haven Trust members – golden continued positive support and advice!

Graeme Childs - a great support and regular volunteer alongside Allan turning up daily for an
extensive period pre-Covid to lend a hand.
My family—Steven putting in a lot of manpower from start to finish, including digging dirt, pouring
concrete, endless clipping of aviary wire and helping Allan. Jessica and Jack’s contributions included
team work on concrete pouring days, painting and making lots of cups of tea and snacks.
June Ledington – for the loan of Allan, pitching in as needed and yummy lunches provided along
the way, boosting morale!
Ray Jackson - exceptional carpentry work on the shelter end of the aviary.
Bob Graham and Bruce Maher – building aviary curtain divider.
Fogarty Industries - donated significant amount of metal pipe for aviary framing.
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Kereru release aviary continued
Wayne Robertson & amp; crew – transporting the old aviary panels and loan of stakes.
Maurice Rodway, Gordon Duston, Douglas Black – lifting framing days.
Geoff Timpany – 2-3hrs digger work.

Uncle Stuart – loan of metal folder, concrete drill and level equipment.
Foster Price – dirt supply.
Jarad Voorkamp /JV roofing – flat metal sheets delivery.
Bang Bang Building Limited – contract carpentry work on lower part of shelter end.
The aviary build was completed in July this year, with the final DOC site inspection completed on
October 28. Both Ros and Jenny were impressed and delighted with the aviary. Kathy has two pigeons
in her hospital at the
moment which will come
to the aviary in the near
future! This will be a
great advancement from
the interim process which
has required birds to be
transported to Dunedin
(the next nearest Kereru
recovery aviary facility)
and returned again for
release.

Above, June 2019.
Laying the 500-600mm
deep concrete foundation with a 0.5m wide
iron sheet laid at base of
outer perimeter to be
covered with a layer of
gravel to prevent rats
digging under the
concrete wall.

Right, aviary completed. Including
predator proofing
metal sheet perimeter
installed, netting finished, central curtain
installed, plumbing,
perches, and double
door entrance.
5

TAKING THE LEAD ON BROOM
By Douglas Black
Just a-walking the dog...what’s the point? Glad you asked – the point could be Bushy Point, where your
dog walk could be much, much more than just a walk. To find out how, just follow my lead!
In Spring, the yellow flash of Broom flowers catches the eye – but in a few short weeks these will produce seeds to spread Broom, a notifiable weed, still further. Get some extra exercise on your walk by
removing them. If the stems are less than 1cm thick they can probably be pulled out by hand – especially if the ground is moist. Best to trace the stem back through the grass to where it emerges from the
ground, otherwise it can break off, leaving the root intact to regrow later when you’re not watching.
Thicker stems can be pulled if you have a garden trowel as your pooper scooper – push the trowel into
the ground on four sides of a small square centred on the stem to loosen the roots, and pull away. Gardening gloves will improve your grip, and put your knees under your forearms to pull without loading
your back. Just make sure there’s nothing behind you if it pulls out suddenly...
The Ultimate Weapon against larger Broom plants is a pruning saw (or its little brother on the Swiss
Army knife) – cut at or below ground level and cover with grass to minimise its chance of recovery. For
maximum enjoyment, go after a small number of isolated plants to clear broom completely from a particular area.
Where there are a lot of small Broom seedlings, choose the largest ones in full flower
first so they don’t get to spread seed. It’s like
the tall poppy syndrome. Just do a few each
time you are walking the dog, maybe throw a
ball for it (not into an area of native plant
seedlings!) and you will be pleasantly surprised at your impact over time and your dog
will thank you for it too.
There is a constant global battle for survival
between grasses and trees, and the grasses
need a quick victory before the trees get established and eventually shade them out in the
longer term. So small, slow-growing native
tree seedlings often need (our) help to survive
their first few years. Plastic sleeves protect
them against rabbits and offer some shelter,
and weed mats help suppress competing grass
and weed growth, but grass can still grow inThe sad end of grass winning over the
young tree. The result of doing nothing.

Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge
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Broom and release continued
side the plastic sheath and seedlings often need to be
released from this competition.
This is another chance for you to add value to your
dog walk by releasing any seedlings which have grass
growing inside the plastic sheath. Simply lift the
sheath by 10 – 15 cm to access the roots of the grass,
carefully rip or pull it out, and arrange the grass removed in a circle round the seedling to act as a
mulch. Replace the sheath and trample the grass
around it to clear the lower branches of the seedling.
Job done! But you may need to repeat it...when walking your dog a few months later. Your dog won’t
mind if it scores a few extra throws of the ball or
whatever your Dog Reward Scheme offers patient
pooches.
So go on, give these things a go, and remember, for
added value dog walks – get to the Point!

A young native tree released from grass
and thriving.

PUMP TRACK UNDERWAY
The children’s cycle track is well under way, and should be ready for use by Christmas. Penny Ivey, who
has been instrumental in getting the Gostelow Legacy
Bl used for the track, said that once the initial stage
of the pump track is completed, the Southland Mountain Bike club (who have been helpful with advice)
will do some trial runs and tests and recommend any modifications before the asphalt goes down.
Stage two, which will include a picnic table, an informal play area and planting will resume about May
when planting is more suitable. Many thanks to the team at Parks and Recreation for all their work on
this project, said Penny.

Glenys Larby-Hawkes, a niece of Derek
Gostelow, was thrilled at the thought that
the family was helping to create something
for the younger members of the community. “I’m so proud of the crowd out here that
have pushed to have this and I think it will
be wonderful for the kids.”
On top of the Gostelow legacy fund of $90
000 , the council will put $48,000 towards
the project which will be for landscaping
work as well as a contingency fund.
Right, work finally underway!
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BUSHY POINT UPDATE
By Barry Smith
Things have been very busy at Bushy Point over the last few months. With the latest Covid restrictions
coming at a very inconvenient moment (Planting Day) we decided to have a change of plan. Winter has
been very wet, the area where we planted this year has spent the last few months being somewhat below the water table.
Thank goodness the majority of the plants were those which relish those conditions, plants such as
Carex secta, Toitois, a few Flax, Manuka, and cabbage trees. Thankfully there were enough high and
dry areas for those plants which don’t like having wet feet.
With our planting day cancelled small groups of local volunteers assisted with small planting sessions.
We were very grateful one day for the assistance of the Central Baptist Church members who joined us
for a couple of hours. For the plants that were left it only required me for several short sessions to finish what we had put out. Now, although the plants are all in the ground, not all of them have the plant
protectors installed. That is still to come.
As well as our own planting sessions we had a group of school children from the Otatara School come
out one day and plant 150 additional plants including just over 50 Totara trees, these all went into the
area that we first planted with the Living Legends project in September 2011. During the school holidays a further group of 12 -14 year olds, part of the Number 10 school holiday programme, arrived at
Bushy Point. A further 45 plants were put in the ground and later in November a group from PACT will
be out here for some more planting.
I used to mark down in our records that we put in 1000 native plants a year, then a couple of years ago
I thought “Now hold on, we seem to be doing this 1000 plants , then there seems to be the odd other
plant going in as well!” As a result I kept a closer tally of what we are actually planting. For September
we planted some 1080 plants, this adds to the 209 in April, 38 in May, 26 in June and these later
groups, 75 in October. A grand total of 1428 this year, so far.
One of the other projects I wanted mostly completed before the planting was the creation of a second
picnic area at the northern end of the pond. I wanted this completed so we could place appropriate
plants around the area. Just recently I have put the final coating of AP25 Dunite and will now let that
settle and compact before adding one of our picnic tables to the area.
Con ti n u e d on ne x t pa ge

Barry’s road train! Getting plants to Bushy Point—four trailers, 250 plants.
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Bushy Point update continued
The area was created using recycled fence posts
and sand mined from our
very own pits, a source of
sand from a modified
landscape in the Bushy
Point area. The only imported materials were
some 200mm screws and
the dunite. Although I
have the area sort of
fenced off a bit at the moment until the surface
hardens a bit (needs
about 25 -40 mm of rain A planting afternoon at Bushy Point.
on it) next time you are
in the area pop around for a bit of a look.
We will hopefully be doing some severe track maintenance in the southern part of Bushy Point this
summer. The very wet winter and early spring has meant that our tracks in the area have turned to
swamp. We have some weedmat to put down and we will put a layer of 100-150mm of sand to make
walking the area a much more pleasant experience. (Whilst working in the area I have heard the
screams of young female teenagers trying to negotiate the swampy track in gym shoes).
Rabbits have continued to plague the Bushy Point area, however, over the last few months I have been
using an old chainsaw motor with a modified exhaust pipe which I shove down the rabbit hole and humanly put the little pests to sleep. I have repeated the process a couple of times with a number of new
holes dug and a number of filled in ones re-established. Over the next few months I will continue with
the occasional visit to the areas infested with rabbits to continue the eradication work. The area most
affected is the area under the trig station and the area we will be planting in from next year so it would
be nice to get rid of them before they make a meal of the plants we put in the ground.

Planting in a
swamp...
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KERERU PARTY CENTRAL
By David Whelan
Every October sees the arrival of a large flock of Kereru to my trees in Otatara. They arrive en-masse,
numbers varying from year to year, but 30 to 40 is typical.
They generally stay for two weeks and move on, leaving trees stripped bare and a mess of half eaten
leaves on the ground. The only year they were absent was the Mast year on Stewart Island. Presumably they had enough food without having to travel.
On the evening of October 3rd 2021 over 30 birds arrived. It's a noisy event, reminiscent of the old Iroquois helicopters. They landed up on the tops of the tallest Macrocarpa trees, resting and grooming for
some time before coming down to look for food.
It is presumed that this is a gang of juvenile birds that dine, play, and travel together. The usually resident mature Kereru couples move out !
On a typical morning they can be seen sitting in the sun on the highest tree tops, or in an open branched
Italian Elder which comfortably holds 20 birds. Meanwhile the rest of the gang are eating the fresh new
leaves on the Tasman Poplars.
During the day, some cruise the neighbourhood, returning in the evening.
Evening dining is often interrupted, every 20 to 30 minutes, by an en -masse tree evacuation and a few
laps of the neighbourhood, before settling on the highest tree tops again for a rest. One by one they
come down to eat again.
Passing Hawks also send every Kereru into the air. Only then do you get a sense of how many birds
were sitting in the various trees.
Food
They always arrive in time for the fresh new leaves on the Tasman Poplar, which seems to be their favourite, before moving on to the new Elms and then the various blossoms.
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Kereru party continued
Antics
Some years we may see them doing the
Kereru dive and swoop in the evening,
but not so common.
One year the popular antic was to pull
the wings in while in flight at full speed,
seemingly to see how far they could
travel before resorting to extending the
wings again. Hilarious to watch them
wobble as they try to control direction
with just the tail feathers. It didn’t always go well. There was one occasion I
heard a boom and saw a massive cloud
of white feathers drifting over the roof,
and 20 birds silently watching on from
nearby trees.
Typically after two weeks the number of
birds doing the evening flying laps increases each night. We have witnessed more than 50 birds in an
evening. And often none the next day, having moved on, and we wait to see them next October.
However .... this year some missed the memo. Tonight I counted 12 Kereru still hanging out together at
home.

EXPLORE MORE OF YOUR BACKYARD
Guided evening walk at Oreti Totara Dunes Reserve
Evening Walk – Wednesday 15th December 2021 – 7:30 pm – Ōreti Tōtara Dunes
Reserve, 348 Oreti Road, Otatara
Combined trip: Southland Tramping Club – Otatara Landcare Group

This year we are going to attempt to replicate what we tried last year and ended up getting absolutely
soaking wet. The big difference this year is that there is a mowed track and we will know exactly where
we are going. We will be traversing the perimeter of the Reserve to the North and we will pass the area
where the Southland Tramping Club did its planting session this year (and next year too). Following
the path around to the lookout we will proceed on towards the pond before returning to the car park.
Meet at the car park just south of 344 Oreti Rd at 7:30 pm. There will be plenty of daylight as we will
be within one week of the longest day. Dress appropriately, may need everything from sunblock to a
rain coat!
The good thing about this trip is that I don’t need people to tell me they are coming—turning up on the
spur of the moment on the night is perfectly acceptable. However if you are late and you haven’t told
me you were coming, then......... (we may have already departed)
Barry Smith bjsrdms@gmail.com

027 22 88 980
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OTATARA—A SPECIAL PLACE
From two former Otatara people
I never once took for granted the dawn chorus of Bellbirds, Tui, Blackbirds and Thrushes in Otatara
that I heard every morning no matter what the weather. When I moved back to Wellington in 2005, I
felt miserable and out of sorts until the first Tui arrived more than a year after my return. If it weren’t
for the creation of the sanctuary at Zealandia and the increasing pest control being done by local
councils, the Tui wouldn’t have colonised my suburb. Now, every day there are Tui and Grey Warblers
and often Fantails. I have even seen or heard Karearea (NZ Falcon) and Ruru from my place, so feeling
a lot more cheerful now.
Of course, the abundance and diversity of native birds in Otatara is dependent on healthy native forest
and many Otatara residents have remnant Totara forest patches on their land. Trapping pests and
removing invasive weeds improves the habitat for native plants and birds. Key weeds to keep an eye out
for and remove include Sycamore, Ivy, Chilean Flame Creeper and Aluminium plant. Check out early
issues of the Pigeon Post for information on some of the weeds in the forest. The Totara forests of
Otatara are a real treasure and specially adapted for the sand dune/peat substrates that they have
colonised and, as you’ll know, they provide excellent shelter. I hope you enjoy living in Otatara as much
as I did.
Carol West, ex Marama Ave North

There's an old saying that you don't know what you've got till it's gone, truth is I did know what I had,
but didn't appreciate how important it was at the time. Otatara is a unique blend of culture, community
and conservation. This oasis of bush and birdlife in the midst of a city offers the opportunity to
contribute to and build on the work of friends and residents past and present.
When I came to live in Otatara in 2015, I had not long returned from many years overseas, so didn't
really know anyone. It was through the Southland Community Nursery that I forged friendships,
learned new skills and found a place where I could belong. Later, joining the Otatara Landcare and
Pestbusters Groups, I got involved in the restoration of Bushy Point and learnt even more about how to
bring nature back.
I was pretty sure I had found my forever home, but circumstances change and we found ourselves
relocating north. While the knowledge I gained in those six years in Otatara have enabled me to
continue restoration work, this time in a wetland on the Kapiti Coast, I am doing it without the
camaraderie and community I so enjoyed in Otatara.
The Southland Community Nursery website has become my ‘go-to’ place for information and guidance.
Where before I could just ask someone, now I need to find it out for myself. Community is what you
make of it and over time we can all find a way to belong. But Otatara offers something unique, the
chance to belong through participation. And the OLG and SCN offer ample opportunities to do just
that.
Lesley Catterall – ex Black Road
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WELCOME TO OTATARA
Find out more about this stunning area
Otatara Welcome Pack!
The Otatara Landcare Group has packs of information for new residents including the booklets
“Natural Otatara” and “Otatara a Hidden Treasure”. If you have new neighbours or know new residents who would like a pack, email otataralg@gmail.com and we will deliver a pack or feel free to pick
one up at the Southland Community Nursery Education Centre – driveway just past 185 Grant Road
rapid number.
To Join the Otatara Landcare Group

For just $50 for life membership you can help all the projects we are involved with from Bushy Point
restoration project, Oreti Totara Dune Forest, Pestbusters, publishing the Otatara Pigeon Post, advice
and information on native bush. To join go to https://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/site/assets/
files/1090/otatara_landcare_group_membership_form_2021_a4_12_07_2021.docx
The bank account details are on the form. We value your support.

Southland Community Nursery Education
Outside the Classroom
Chris Rance writes: Som eone w h o goes abou t her w ork in a qu iet, m eticu lou s and engaging way is our Educator, Bronwyn Graham. Bronwyn has been employed (part-time) by the Southland
Community Nursery (thanks to Lotteries funding and recently an ICC grant) for the past three years.
Before that volunteered on a regular basis at the nursery and education centre (which she calls her second home!). She has taken our outdoor education focus to new levels with pre-schools and kindergartens, primary and secondary schools, tertiary and other organisations and has influenced so many
Southland children to enjoy, respect and learn from our natural environment. Otatara School children
have benefited enormously from her guidance, learning all about the special things that make Otatara a
great place to live and explore. Covid has affected the way we operate, as it has many other places and
Bronwyn has been into schools more when
they haven’t been able to visit here. We still
endeavour to offer children the opportunity to
experience nature from our property which
we feel is so important for everyone’s future
physical and mental health and wellbeing.
See all the exciting happenings for the year at
www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/
news-and-events/ and thank you Bronwyn for
all the enthusiasm and passion you show to
our young and future generations.
Bronwyn in the bush with schoolchildren.
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JO OGIER LINO PRINT WORKSHOP
By Linda

14

Lino print workshop

continued
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A TUI TALE
By Cathy Macfie
I had just finished planting a

bed of sweet corn in our veggie patch over Labour Weekend and was about
to head home when a strange sight caught my eye. A Blackbird had landed on my newly dug garden. I
wage a verbal war with Blackbirds and Thrushes who delight in uprooting young plants as soon as I
turn my back. But this was a different kind of ‘black bird’: a Tui. I have never seen a Tui on the ground
before, let alone fossicking in the soil.
It ignored me as I walked back to the gate and took a closer look. “What are you doing?” I asked.
“Shoo!” The Tui cocked its head – I’m sure it was a look of resentment – and flew to a nearby branch
where it sat, waiting for me to leave.
The Tui’s bill is specialised for sipping nectar from flax, kowhai and other forest flowers. I checked my
bird book and noted it will also eat fruit and invertebrates, especially large insects like cicadas and stick
insects. But its life is spent in trees and shrubs, not on the ground!
Next day the mystery was answered (at least in part). I was back in the veggie patch clearing another
bed when the Tui landed, almost beside
me. Cheeky beggar! But as I watched, I
realised it wasn’t eating young plants or
soil fauna but the spent blossoms that had
fallen from the cherry tree above. Why?
There were still plenty in the tree. Perhaps
the answer is that there were already three
Kereru feasting in the tree. Maybe the Tui
felt outnumbered.
Who knows? But it’s a nice story (and my
plants haven’t been eaten … yet).
Right, a Tui, by Arthur Holmes (9), Cathy
and Andy Mcfie’s grandson.

THANK YOU TO THE ICC FOR A GRANT TO HELP SUPPORT PIGEON POST
Thank you to the Invercargill City Council, which has given the Otatara Landcare Group a grant of
$5 600 towards the printing costs of Pigeon Post for four issues. The grant came from the Community
Wellbeing Fund, which has the goal of supporting social, cultural, environmental and economic wellbeing as well as supporting the Council’s vision to create “Our city with heart – He Ngākau Aroha”.
The Invercargill City Council has over the years been generous in its support of the work of the
Otatara Landcare Group, and this is much appreciated.
The generosity is also acknowledged of the Otatara posties, who distribute the Pigeon Post free of
charge to every post box in the area. Thank you too!
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GROWING VEGGIES IN OTATARA
By Chris Rance
As with most people we aim to get veggies in the ground early. We know there may be frosts but the
pull is uncontrollable! However, the best advice for Southland is still to wait until Labour Weekend to
put the majority of your veggie garden in. That still means if you are growing your own seed you need
to sow a few weeks before. Preferably, you need a Morrifield tunnel house, both for germinating seed
and growing good tomatoes, zucchini, cucumbers, snap peas, basil and chilly peppers.
We also plant three early potatoes to ensure our own new spuds for Christmas dinner. Plant what you
like to eat best that will survive our Southland climate. It’s a relatively short growing season so our best
picks are peas, garlic, carrots, parsnips, potatoes, yams, leeks, onions, kale, beetroot, silverbeet, cabbage, broccoli, turnip and salad greens lettuce, rocket, pak choi, radish etc.
We also plant companion herbs around the veggies and ‘guerrilla plant’ around the orchard and in the
fruit cages. Most useful companion herbs are marigold, borage, garlic chives, coriander, marjoram,
thyme and many others. Mints are confined to their own pots. Soils in Otatara are generally sandy so
need lots of compost and fertiliser – we have lots of compost bins and a worm farm, so all the garden
trimmings and food scraps are used.
The tunnel house is the domain of tomatoes (grafted and heritage), cucumbers, zucchini, cucumber
and chilly peppers. Last year I got seed of a zucchini I hadn’t heard of before - Zucchini ramplicant.
It’s a climber and saves ground space in the tunnel house by climbing around at head height and producing the most wonderful hanging fruit (see photo).
Each year is different and has its ‘top crops and flop crops’ to borrow Linda Hallinan’s phrase. You just
have to go with it and whatever the season delivers its fun to watch the growth and pick and use whatever is in season. Another topic we are keen on is foraging
– we hold workshops from time to time wandering round
the property and finding hidden gems to use for eating – if
you are interested in attending a workshop let me know
and if there is enough interest we will organise a workshop.
Email rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz
Become an Otatara Pestbuster and join almost 300 other
Otatara landowners who are
currently controlling rats
and mice on their properties.
Free membership entitles
you to low cost rat bait
(poison), bait stations and
traps (both pet proof), plus as much advice as you
want! The day to day running of Pestbusters is coordinated by Dallas Bradley. You can contact Dallas on
2130234 or 021 794962 for pest control supplies or
advice on traps, bait etc.
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WINNING THE WEED BATTLE
by Sue Johnson
When we bought our lovely Otatara property it had been empty for some time. In the amazing climate
of frequent rain and shelter from the wind, a huge number of ‘volunteer’ plants had established themselves. Trees, shrubs and a myriad of small things covered the ground. Even within the forest, weeds
had established themselves.
Undaunted, we tackled the biggest first, and a row of ‘grandpa’ Sycamore trees along the south boundary and their enormous family of seedlings were our first target. Otatara’s hugely skilled ‘tree wrangler’,
Chris McMillan, brought them down and we disposed of the trash and split the rounds into firewood.
We removed as many young trees as we could find. That summer I pulled out 400 and more Sycamore
seedlings from the veggie garden alone! They are determined invaders, squeezing out native seedlings.
The large leaves fall on the forest floor, carpeting the ground and smothering Totara and Matai seedlings as they come through, also smothering mosses and ferns too. (Most native trees are evergreens).
Shrub weeds are fairly easy to control. Tackling them from the roots usually does the trick. Perennial
weeds are harder to control. So many have underground roots or bulbs/corms that have to be dug out. I
was dismayed to come across Crocosmia growing in the forest. This is a horrible, persistent species with
thin strappy leaves and orange flowers. Some will know it as Montbretia or ‘Minnie Dean’. It seeds prolifically and establishes itself with corms under the ground. These stack up on top of each other, making
it difficult to ensure the whole pile has been removed. With my fork, bucket and trusty weeding hook I
set about digging them out—a lockdown job that took a few days! Herbicides are not very good when
dealing with Crocosmia.
Another really pesky weed is Ficaria, the Winter Celandine. It comes up in the early Spring with rounded leaves and pretty yellow daisy-like flowers. Under the ground it forms small tubers the size of rice
grains. It is so easy to transfer from one area of the garden to another. Even the birds can do it. It is visible only for a few months, disappearing by November. I find it does respond to herbicide—Turfix and
Sprayfix being the most effective. Catch it when it first emerges. You may have to repeat several times.
Turfix will kill other plants growing in the same area so be careful with the application. Make sure you
measure accurately. Herbicides that are mixed too strong will burn the leaves off before they have the
chance to translocate the herbicide to the roots.
Onion weed is another plant that has made itself at home. This should be dug out before it flowers. The
bulbs are smaller at that stage and come away easily. I carry a bucket and hook around when gardening
and remove any that I see, before they start to spread. Aluminium plant and Tradascantia are also well
-known pests, and both can be controlled by herbicide—but don’t forget to add a wetting agent such as
Sprayfix.
Annual weeds are away at speed at the moment. They have one intention—to flower and make more
seed! Try and catch as many as you can before they do.
Covering your soil with a good mulch is an excellent way to control weeds. Pea straw on the surface
works well. If you are using bark or pebbles, it will be more effective for longer if you put weedmat underneath. Some weeds resist herbicide—these can build up and become a bigger problem. Sometimes
you just need to dig with your trusty weeding hook!
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Otatara Landcare Group Membership
If you are not already a member and would like to help support the work of the Otatara Landcare
Group, just fill in the form below and come join us. We appreciate all our members both for their
contributions of time and financial support. We can’t do it without you.

Membership Form
Please complete form for membership or if you require a receipt for any donation and email to
otataralg@gmail.com.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ ____
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Numbers: (Hm) _________________________________________________________________
(Mobile): __________________________________________________________________________
Email: (for newsletters and events) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________



I give permission for my contact details to be retained exclusively for the purposes of
communication in relation to the activities of Otatara Landcare Group.

Subs:
 Subscription for Life Membership $50

Donations: also welcome! NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORG. INC— CC47928
All donations of $5 and over are tax deductible within allowable limits.

 Donation: $___________________________________________________
OLG bank account 03 1355 0805312 00
Please use your surname and “olg subs” or “olg don” in reference boxes. Please
email otataralg@gmail.com with your address if you pay a subscription by internet
banking. Otherwise we cannot contact you with event information.
Alternatively, send completed form with cash payment to our treasurer
Lloyd Esler – 15 Mahuri Road, Otatara

Otatara Landcare Group:
Chairman, Barry Smith: 03 213 1500; Secretary, Chris Rance: 03 213 1161 ; Treasurer , Lloyd Esler: 03 213 0404, PP editor,
Richard Johnson 021 124 2746 , richardsueinvercargill@gmail.com
Committee Members:

Brian Rance, Chris Bowen, Sally Duston, Graeme Childs, Linda Jackson, Ray Jackson, Geoff Dembo, Cathy MacFie, Dallas
Bradley, Lloyd Esler, Bronwyn Graham , Maurice Rodway, Kathy Morrison
Additional Contributors:

Please contact the Otatara Landcare Group if you have any questions, suggestions or problems relating
to the Otatara and Sandy Point areas: otataralg@gmail.com
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