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Pets ‘n Passions Day 2022 at Otatara School 

Pets and passions of all varieties were celebrated at Otatara School 

on Friday October 21, the first since the outbreak of Covid.  Pets of 

all types and sizes and passions from cake decorating to Lego  

robotics filled the grounds and the community hall. 

 Above, from left, Willie and Scarlett Robson and Elise Charlton 

with their pet lambs.  

 For more on the day, turn to page 2. 
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Otatara School’s Pets ‘n Passions Day on Friday 

October 21 was a resounding success thanks to 

all those involved, from children, parents, and 

school staff  to the organisers, headed by Alison 

Rodway and Juliette Clark, and the judges. 

 Pets included dogs of large, medium and 

small varieties, puppies, cats, ponies, sheep, 

lambs, goats, chickens, rabbits, rats, guinea pigs, 

goldfish, and a newt. The morning concluded 

with a Grand Parade. 

 There was a very happy festival feeling about 

the morning, with a sausage sizzle and a coffee 

cart  adding to the families, friends and pets 

milling round the grounds. 

 A wonderful array of Passions was on display 

in the community hall—cooked and uncooked 

baking, food, cupcake and cake decorating, pub-

lished stories, sculpture, vegetable creatures, 

wearable arts, photography, art, Lego creations,  

floral art, dressed-up teddies, sand trays, deco-

rated bicycles and  scooters, and science pro-

jects.  

Caring for pets, passions and our environment 

OTATARA SCHOOL 

Otatara School was a much-appreciated part of  

the Gateway Murihiku Exhibition showcasing the 

New River Estuary at He Waka Tuia, in early Sep-

tember. Poetry and artwork from school pupils 

made up many of the wall and window displays at 

the exhibition, which was designed to reconnect 

people with the estuary and inspire them to think 

again about its future. 

 Impressive young people from the school, pic-

tured above, stood up in front of an audience at an 

evening of memories and conversations about the 

estuary, and spoke well and confidently about their 

sadness at the current state of the estuary, but also 

of their hopes for its future. 

 Above, from left,  Sophie Winder, Gillian Don-

nelly (teacher), Grace Mackie-Macdonald, Scarlett 

Robson, George Ramsay, Mason-James Hunt, and 

Max Packham. 

Above, loving the ponies! Below left, Isabella 

with her award-winning cat drawing. 
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Great turnout as 1,168 trees planted 

BUSHY POINT PLANTING DAY 

Continued on next page  

More than 100 of people of all ages shared in 

planting out of 1,168  native trees at the annual 

Bushy Point community planting day on Sunday 

September 1, bringing to 34,300 the number of 

trees planted at the restoration project in Otatara 

since 2000.  

 Barry Smith, the organiser of the event and the 

caretaker for Bushy Point, was delighted with the 

turnout and for the effort put in by members of 

the Otatara Landcare Group, including a free sau-

sage sizzle at lunchtime for hungry plant-

ers. 

 Among the planters were  people and 

families from Otatara and across the city 

as  well as members of the Southland 

Tramping Club and the Invercargill Cen-

tral Baptist Church, as part of the 

church's annual 'serve the city' Sunday. 

 The aim of the Bushy Point Restora-

tion Project is to restore a 14 hectare area 

of pasture grass, located between two 

remnants of nationally significant native 

forest - totara forest on sand dunes and 

kahikatea swamp forest. 

Right, a cheerful group of 

planters! 

 

 

Photos: Graeme Childs. 

Above right, a busy scene 

at the planting day.  

The new plantings provide a living ‘link’ between 

patches of forest and other native ecosystems. 

 The project is progressively turning an area of 

exotic paddock grasses into a functioning, self-

sustaining native ecosystem with features and 

educational opportunities that can be enjoyed by 

the public of Otatara and Invercargill for the fu-

ture. 

 If  you have not walked at Bushy Point yet, it’s 

time to enjoy this jewel in Otatara! 

 



 

4 

Sandy Point Master Plan progress 

 

The consultation process for the Sandy Point Master Plan for the next 30 to 50 years has now closed, 

and submissions are being reviewed by the Invercargill City Council. Public engagement on a preferred 

Master Plan option is scheduled for November.  

 The Sandy Point Master Plan will establish a long-term plan for future park use, asset renewal and 

development, and help guide future funding decisions, while maintaining its highly regarded status and 

role as the main recreation hub for people of Invercargill and Southland.  

 Along with other groups interested in the future planning for Sandy Point, the Otatara Landcare 

Group contributed a detailed submission, by Brian Rance, a member of the OLG  committee and also a 

well-known botanist and ecologist. Below is the introduction to the submission. The full submission can 

be supplied by emailing the editor of the Pigeon Post, as listed on the inside back page. 

 

What are your areas of interest, issues, aspirations for the future of Sandy  

Point Domain? 

 

I submit on behalf of the Otatara Landcare Group. We seek a greater acknowledgement of the high re-

gional importance of Sandy Point and hope to see a greater level of ecological management, in particu-

lar: Increased animal pest control, increased weed control, progressive replacement of exotic forestry 

with native forest, and increased restoration planting associated with new habitat/wildlife corridors 

which would increase ecological linkage. 

Events, grants and submissions 

NEWS UPDATES 

ICC grant for Pigeon Post 

 

Thank you to the Invercargill City Council, for a 

grant of $5,000 from the Community Wellbeing 

Fund towards the costs of printing the Pigeon 

Post for the next year. 

 The Community Wellbeing Fund supports 

projects and events which enhance the social, 

cultural, environmental and economic wellbeing 

of the city. 

 This support for the Pigeon Post is deeply ap-

preciated, as it enables the publication to contin-

ue for another year. 

 Last year ICC granted the Otatara Landcare 

Group $5,600 for Pigeon Post, and this continu-

ing support is most welcome. 

 Pigeon Post is published quarterly, and par-

ticular thanks go also to the Otatara Postie who 

delivers copies to all mail boxes in the area, at 

no cost. 

Inspiring talk by Estelle Leask 

 

Estelle Leask, made a Member of the New Zea-

land Order of Merit in the Queen’s 2022 Birth-

day Honours for her services to conservation and 

Māori, gave a inspiring talk in September on the 

progress of the Bluff Hill Motupōhue Environ-

mental Trust to make Bluff Hill predator-free. 

 Estelle is of Ngāi Tahu, Whakatōhea and 

Ngāti Ruanui descent. She is a Senior Environ-

mental Advisor for Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, sits 

on the Southland Conservation Board, is a mem-

ber of the Whenua Hou Committee and chairs 

the Bluff Hill Motupōhue Environment Trust. 

 As well as telling the story of the Motupōhue 

Environmental Trust, Estelle and her colleague 

David Swann demonstrated new high-tech trap-

ping technology, which makes feasible the goal of 

Predator Free 2050.  
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By Linda 

GARDEN DIARY 
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Healing Hands 

FROM BUSH HAVEN 

Spring and the sudden exuberance of the birds 

caught us all out this year. We were still marvel-

ling at the displays and flying antics of returning 

kereru when the phone started ringing and birds 

were delivered to us for care with a variety of inju-

ries, most of which were incurred by striking a 

window - often at full speed. We were over-

whelmed by the mayhem that can and did occur. 

 Two years ago just before Spring sprang we 

produced a Kereru Alert Level Four colour cover 

for Pigeon Post with some advice on how to avoid 

having kereru hit windows. That was because we 

had received 50 injured birds over the previous 

year, the first since we’d taken over the native 

bird, manu maori, rehabilitation from Russell 

and May Evans. Most of those birds had hit win-

dows and most were from Otatara. 

 People have been very happy to leave their win-

dows uncleaned and hang decorations or stick-on 

decals for such a good cause. Nobody likes the ter-

rible result of a bird in full flight fetching up 

against their windows. 

 We know the birds are not silly even when they 

seem to act like cyclists in the Tour de France, 

screaming down winding mountain roads. They 

don’t hit the roof or decking, the walls or trees. 

They hit windows because to them the reflection 

of the bush and the light of other win-

dows visible behind those main ones 

seem like the gaps they tear through 

between trees. 

 We see from all those we meet who 

take the time and care to get help for 

injured kereru and tuis, that people are 

kind and really saddened at the dam-

age and deaths that can occur. If they 

didn’t know about prevention before, 

they make sure they do something so 

there is no next time. 

 Special thanks to Zephyr for alerting 

us to (and keeping her dogs away from) 

the little kereru I am pictured holding, 

whom she recently noticed huddled 

down on Oreti beach in a sandstorm. We drove 

and searched along the beach but couldn’t find 

it, and had almost given up when we spotted 

what looked like a little scrap of seaweed sud-

denly lift its head just at the right moment to 

catch our eye. It was perilously close to the in-

coming fingers of the tide which would soon 

have overwhelmed it. One lucky kereru! 

 What we would like Otatara families like 

her’s to know is that you are important in the 

lives and deaths of the birds. Your caring counts, 

and it’s not a failure if a bird dies. To be held 

and wept over, to be wrapped and warm, to be 

spoken to and treasured, these are all beautiful 

to any creature. Keep loving the birds the way 

you are doing, including doing everything you 

can to avoid bird window strike. 

 

Thank you. 

Kathy and Douglas. 

 

You can contact us on 0277 865365 if you find 

injured kereru, tui, bellbirds or waxeyes needing 

help. 

 

 

Below, Kathy and Oreti, the lucky ones. 
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Recently many bird strikes on windows have 

been occurring in Otatara. Kereru are the most 

susceptible and it is possible that mortalities 

caused by window strike exceed losses due to 

other causes, such as from predation. 

 Bird deaths caused by windows is a world 

wide problem. To quote from a report prepared 

by the US Fish and Wildlife service in 2014, an-

nual bird mortality resulting from window colli-

sions in the US is estimated to be between 365 to 

988 million birds. Many of these deaths in the 

US are of migratory birds but urban deaths of 

birds normally resident in the area are also sig-

nificant. This is the situation we have in Otatara. 

 There are many ideas of how to avoid or re-

duce these unnatural and unnecessary deaths. 

Not cleaning windows or hanging decals are of-

ten suggested but how effective these are is not 

certain. 

 Research into this is extensive and many 

countries have building standards, including 

rules on window construction, but we don’t have 

these in New Zealand. There is an opportunity 

here for people and conservation groups to lobby 

local councils and government to have these 

kinds of standards implemented. 

 Here is a brief summary of suggestions from 

the US Fish and Wildlife report. The full report 

can be found on  

https://flap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/

US-Fish-and-Wildlife-Best-Practices.pdf 

 The most reliable measure is to install a grid 

pattern on problem windows that birds can see 

and avoid. The rule is that the grid lines should 

By Maurice Rodway 

BIRD FRIENDLY WINDOWS 

Above, ‘striped’ 

windows. 

 

Left, ‘bird bouncers’  

as seen from  

inside. 

 

Continued on next page  
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Bird friendly windows continued 

by Kathy Morrison 

be 100mm apart vertically and 5mm horizontally. 

The lines should be visible from the outside, 

(white is better than black) and UV bright lines 

are considered best. These are quite an invest-

ment in time and cost however and some home 

owners might not like the appearance of these. 

 However the choice between a dead kereru 

and a striped window is one for individuals to 

make. Not all windows need to be treated – 

only those most likely to be hit. 

 Placing an external film over the window is 

another option if they reduce the reflectiveness 

and opaqueness of the window. These can also act 

as extra insulation and are a good option 

for retrofitting to existing windows although their 

life is limited to five to seven years. 

 Fritted glass ( patterns etched into the glass) is 

another option - older windows may already 

have these – pictures of ballerinas and deer for 

example – but are rare on modern windows. 

 Screens and netting is another option. I have 

made ‘bird bouncers’ for our most susceptible 

lower story windows and these appear to be effec-

tive. They can be made to allow window cleaning 

to occur. From the inside these are not too notice-

able and are certainly effective. They only need to 

be built on the most susceptible windows. 

 On upstairs windows the use of semi-opaque 

blinds may be an option. These are suitable on 

bedroom or bathroom windows where they block 

the view from the outside and can be seen 

through from the inside, especially on sunny 

days. The effectiveness of these has not been 

investigated scientifically but they come in a 

range of colours and transparency. However, we 

have not had bird crashes into windows so fitted 

and some of these windows are highly 

susceptible to bird strike. 

 Architectural features are another option – 

these can reduce reflections and reduce visibility 

into transparent areas. 

 The report referred to has more practical sug-

gestions, such as the use of vertical or 

horizonal blinds (Venetian) and the placement of 

bird feeders – they should be fairly close to 

windows for example, presumably to reduce the 

risk of birds swooping away at speed and 

hitting the window.  

 Landscaping options could also be considered. 

Shrubs that grow up and partially obstruct win-

dows, for example. 

 When building a new house, consider bird 

friendly window construction and the proportion 

of windows in a wall - walls made completely of 

glass are fashionable but are also the worst 

from a bird strike viewpoint. 

 If anyone is interested in building a ‘bird 

bouncer’ please give me a call and I can talk to 

you about them. 

 

Maurice Rodway (021 221 5801) 

For your diary! 

Evening Walk – Wednesday 21st December 2022, 7:30 pm 

Otatara South Scenic Reserve – beside 50 Huruhuru Road, Otatara. 

This is a (free, ie no cost) trip combined with the Southland Tramping Club and is an easy 

short walk with a dawdle duration of about 1 hour.   Absolutely fine for children and there 

are one or two easily avoided obstacles for push chairs.   Afterwards some of us will dis-

perse to a local café and people are more than welcome to join us.  No need to book, just 

turn up.   However, any questions, contact me:    

Barry at bjsrdms@gmail.com 
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By Chris Rance  

      COMMUNITY NURSERY NEWS 

New Walk Brochure for 

Bushy Point 

 
When you next go walking at Bushy 

Point check out the new brochure at the 

entrance panel on the walk in from 

Bryson Road.  Cathy MacFie and Chris 

Rance put together the information but 

the lovely layout and artwork are due 

largely to Helen Stewart – thanks Helen. 

If you want to print your own copy,  

go to: 

https://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/

bushy-point-restoration/ 

 

The Southland Community Nursery is at its busiest in spring – seedlings are germinating ready to be 

pricked out, potting up of seedlings which stood over winter is happening, weeds are 

growing and people are putting in orders or collecting local native plants for planting out. 

 Friday mornings are volunteer mornings, where up to 15 volunteers help out with a range of 

jobs from 9am to noon. Bring some morning tea to share and come along. Its also a time 

for networking, getting advice and picking up plants so send Chris an email at 

rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz if you want to order plants or just come along for a chat 

on a Friday morning. 

  It’s also a very busy time in the veggie garden – seeds and seedlings are in the tunnel house 

ready for planting. Fruit trees like plums, apples pears and quinces are flowering and there is a buzz in 

the air from early bees and of course in Otatara, there is gardening to the sound of bellbird and tui in 

kowhai. We have lots of kowhai in the nursery for sale and this year has been one of the best flowering 

years I have seen. You can be guaranteed to bring birds to your garden by planting the right species – 

natural bird feeders! 

https:/www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/planning-your- 

project/attracting-birds/ 

  

We have lots of advice on local species and 

local Southland conditions so have a look at 

https:www.southlandcommunitynursery. 

org.nz/restoring-your-patch/ and look  

after and enjoy your own piece of paradise 

in Otatara. 

 

Chris 

www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz 
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By Bronwyn Graham 

   LITTER INTELLIGENCE ACTION 

Litter Intelligence is tackling Aotea-

roa's litter problem. To do this, Sus-

tainable Coastlines harnesses the 

power of citizen science to provide high-quality 

data to inspire insights and action. 

 

The Litter Intelligence Programme in 

Southland 

In Southland there are 38 survey sites as part of 

the Litter Intelligence Programme (LIP). As Sep-

tember 12 2022 there have been 121 surveys 

completed of the Southland sites, with 1 200 vol-

unteer hours contributing to the nationwide da-

ta. On average in Southland, 139 litter items have 

been found per 1,000m2. 

Go to https://litterintelligence.org/data/ to see 

this data and explore sites within Southland. 

 

Support for community engagement 

Sustainable Coastlines provides the training and 

tools required for volunteers to: 

• take part in this project as Citizen Scientists 

• conduct regular litter surveys at local beach 

sites 

• load the litter data into an easy-to-use nation-

wide beach litter Citizen Science Platform/App 

that has been developed specifical-

ly for this project.  

  

Bronwyn Graham is the regional coordinator for 

the Southland Litter Intelligence Programme and 

is based here in Otatara. Bronwyn trains and 

supports local communities around Southland. 

 

Data, insights and action for a litter-free 

world 

All the litter data collected is freely available to 

the groups and individuals involved as well as to 

the wider public and decision makers. Access to 

this litter data allows a number of insights into 

understanding the litter problem, optimising so-

lutions and inspiring action. Check out more at 

litterintelligence.org 

 

Local Otatara Litter Intelligence sites 

Locally in Otatara we have four sites – two on 

Oreti Beach, one at Noki Kaik and one at the New 

River Estuary – Oreti River entrance. The Otata-

ra School is regularly surveying the Noki Kaik 

site (see Winter 2022 Pigeon Post article), and it 

would be great to have community support for 

Continued on next page  

Below, the four LIP site locations near Otatara. Below, all this litter came from just one site – it 

took a bit of sorting and counting! 
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Litter intelligence continued 

Continued on next page  

this site, and for other local sites to be surveyed 

four times a year.   

 

Noki Kaik: Case Study 

At the Noki Kaik site at Sandy Point there have 

been 7 surveys completed from September 2020 

– September 2022 and the data is telling us a sto-

ry.  The highest litter density recorded in South-

land was 1,876 litter items per 1,000m2 at Noki 

Kaik in September 2020. The latest litter survey 

at Noki Kaik on September 11 2022 recorded 

close to this high, with 1,866 litter items per 

1,000m2. Between 92-98% of the litter collected 

is plastic. 

 On September 11 2022, 3,496 of the total 3,731 

litter items found were plastic. Of the 3,496, 

2,493 were what we classify as unidentifiable 

hard plastic fragments (>5mm in size) – bits of 

plastic that have broken into smaller and smaller 

pieces.  

 Identifiable plastic items including food wrap-

pers, fishing gear, plastic bottles, bottle caps, bot-

tle rings, strapping bands, plastic bags, toy-

related plastic, gardening-related plastic, cosmet-

ic and medical-related plastic, straws, plastic 

utensils, plastic fishing buoys, shotgun wadding 

and shells, clothes pegs, pegs and stationery, food 

containers, lollipop sticks and plastic synthetic 

rope made up the remainder of the litter items.   

 Yvonne Green, a teacher at Otatara School, 

stated that the school is taking action through the 

Litter Intelligence Programme to clean up the en-

vironment. “This is an action we are taking today 

in the hope that we can change our behaviour to 

be more careful with our consumer habits.” 

Yvonne said it would be great to see more parents 

getting involved and if parents have an interest 

they could help by carrying out a litter survey 

each year. 

 Contact Yvonne at Otatara School or Bronwyn 

if you are keen to support the school. 

 

Are you our next hero? 

Would you like to support Otatara School at the 

Noki Kaik site? There are also two local survey 

areas along Oreti Beach that need a lead citizen 

scientist and group members to support ongoing 

surveys. One is the Christies Track entrance and 

the other the Dunns Road entrance site. Sustain-

able Coastlines is looking for individuals, 

schools, families and community groups to con-

duct beach litter surveys at these Sandy Point 

and Oreti Beach litter intelligence survey sites. 

 Bronwyn will work alongside you as you get to 

know the litter intelligence programme (ie - go to 

the beach with you!). 

 

Become the hero to change hearts, minds 

and behaviours around litter pollution. 

 

Otatara School and Litter Intelligence  

Education Programme 

Otatara School is now expanding their learning, 

and in addition to the learning from undertaking 

surveys and audits, classes are embarking on the 

Litter Intelligence Education Programme.  

 On September 9 the two Year 6 classes em-

barked on the Yoshi Challenge and had fun lis-

tening to the true story of Yoshi and setting up 

an assault course to recreate the challenge of the 

ocean journey this turtle had in getting home. It 

got us thinking about the ocean and its inhabit-

ants and how our oceans are being polluted. 

Bronwyn Graham (second from left) during her 

training, with SIT and Great South staff  

members. 
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Background to LIP 

Launched in May 2018, the programme is fund-

ed by the Ministry for the Environment’s Waste 

Minimisation Fund. Sustainable Coastlines has 

key relationships with the Department of Con-

servation and Statistics New Zealand. Through 

this high-level network of support, Sustainable 

Coastlines is set to revolutionise how we ap-

proach our litter problem. 

 

NZ wide – some facts!   

(as at September 12) 

 

• the highest recorded litter density in NZ has 

been 10,818 litter items per 1000m2! 

• 300 survey areas 

• 1,248 surveys completed 

• 16,000 volunteer hours 

 

If you are interested in becoming a citizen scien-

tist, forming a group to collect litter, or are an 

educator wanting to find out about the Litter In-

telligence Education Programme (LIEP) please 

contact Bronwyn Graham at  

bronwyn@sustainablecoastlines.org.nz 

 

Litter intelligence continued 

Litter Intelligence Engagement  

Workshop 

Come and see what Litter Intelligence  

is all about! 
November 12 2022, 10am – 3pm  

(Lunch provided). 

A local training is being run by Sustainable 

Coastlines on November 12 2022 at the 

Southland Community Nursery (185 Grant 

Road). Come along and be trained as a local 

lead citizen scientist. This means you can  

officially add data to the litter dataset  

nationally. Bronwyn from Sustainable 

Coastlines (who lives locally) will train and 

support you. We will undertake a survey 

and audit as part of the day. This is a great 

opportunity to spend time at the beach and 

give back to our amazing Oreti Beach. 

 

RSVP by November 7 to: 

bronwyn@sustainablecoastlines.org.nz   

or 021 152 1857 (no cost). 

Congratulations to Nobby and Maurice 

postie, when he got to know most people in 

Otatara. 

  Maurice is on the Otatara Landcare Group 

committee and is honorary ranger for the Oreti 

Totara Dune Forest. He has previously served on 

the council of Environment Southland.  He and 

Alison have lived in Otatara since 1984. 

Nobby and Karen, Otatara residents since 2003. 

Congratulations to long-term Otatara residents 

Nobby Clark and Maurice Rodway on their well-

deserved local election successes, Nobby as 

mayor of Invercargill and Maurice as a council-

lor with Environment Southland.  

 Both will make a significant contribution to 

the wellbeing of the city and Southland, and we 

wish them all the best as they undertake their 

new roles in 

the wider 

community. 

 Nobby’s 

varied work-

ing life has 

included five 

years as 

Otatara’s 

Maurice Rodway. 
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Native climbing plants are an important part of 

the native ecosystem yet many are unknown 

or much maligned. Climbers by their nature 

wind around other plants – not to strangle 

them, but to gain the height they need to reach 

the sun to enable them to flower.  

 Some of our most attractive flowering na-

tives are climbers – native clematis, native jas-

mine, climbing rata to name a few. A herald of 

spring is the native clematis which flowers in 

September/October – large white blooms which 

brighten the shrublands and regenerating areas. 

 If you look closely you will see that each sep-

arate plant has flowers that are either male or 

female – the largest flowers are always the 

male, which is why they are usually the ones 

sold in nurseries (and of course you cannot col-

lect seed from these male plants).  

 There are also other native clematis species 

which flower in spring - look for a light lemon 

to yellow coloured flower, very scented – often 

seen draped over shrubs if you look closely.  

 Old man’s beard (a control pest plant) is also 

a clematis (Clematis vitalba) but it flowers 

much later in the season – around February, 

long after the native clematis plants have flow-

ered, so look out for it then and report any 

sightings to Environment Southland.  

 The most common climber is Muehlenbeckia 

australis, pohuehue, which people also often con-

fuse with old man’s beard. Although a native, it is 

one to keep an eye on and locally control if it be-

comes too vigorous.  

 Muelhlenbeckia does have lots of benefits to 

native insects and birds – so do give it some lee-

way. Native Jasmine (Parsonsia heterophylla) is 

an attractive climber with lots of sweet-scented 

clusters of flowers in early spring. 

 It is important if you do cut vines to look care-

fully at the leaves to see what you are cutting – 

often the stems look the same and you may end 

up cutting down a native clematis or jasmine vine 

instead, which would be a great pity. 

 Keep a lookout for these attractive 

natives on your next bush walk. 

By Chris Rance 

NATIVE CLIMBING PLANTS 

Top, the native clematis 

Left, the native jasmine. 
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One of the great joys of living in 

Otatara is the bird life and the 

bird song. This spring, the dawn 

and dusk chorus has seemed 

even better than ever! 

 And in the forested areas of 

Otatara we are extremely privi-

leged to hear the chatter of the 

kakariki, the red-crowned para-

keet, as they speed around the 

skies above the bush.  

 These beautiful birds are rare on the main-

land, and having an established population here 

in Otatara is quite exceptional. 

 Our bird life, the envy of visitors, is thanks to 

the dedication of all who are baiting and trap-

ping, for rats in particular. 

 For those new residents in Otatara, please 

join the predator-free campaign and help ensure 

our precious bird life is protected. And for those 

who are already ‘pestbusting’, check your bait 

stations and traps are baited, because spring 

marks the start of the bird breeding season. 

 Nesting time is when birds, their eggs and 

nestlings are most vulnerable to predation from 

various pests, rats in particular. 

 Unfortunately, spring also marks the start of 

the rat breeding season. It coincides with a time 

when all rats are mature enough to breed and 

are hungry. The situation could be viewed as a 

perfect storm from a native bird conservation 

perspective. 

 As such there are huge benefits in controlling 

rats at this time of the year, especially when you 

consider that each female rat can potentially 

have five litters of anywhere between three to 10 

young between now and April.  

 On top of that, it only takes three months be-

fore a rat is sexually mature, so the early litters 

will be breeding themselves in late summer/

early autumn. 

It makes a lot of sense to nip 

this breeding in the bud and 

give the native birds the best 

possible chance of breeding and 

raising their young - even better 

if they do it outside your kitchen 

window. 

 If you haven’t already done 

so, it’s a good time make sure 

your bait stations and traps are 

ready to go with fresh mould-

free bait and lure. Strike now while the rats are 

at their hungriest. 

 If you’re not already doing pest control on 

your property, do yourself and the birds a fa-

vour and give it a go. Remember everyone has 

rats from time to time and they can be equally 

destructive to your home, car and possessions 

as they can the birds! 

 Otatara Pestbusters supplies, traps, bait sta-

tions at bait at very reasonable prices – contact 

Dallas Bradley on 021 784962 for assistance. 

For more information, check out the Otatara 

Pestbusters Facebook page or the Otatara 

Landcare Group website. 

By Dallas Bradley 

PROTECTING OUR BIRDS 

Right, the beautiful kakariki, or red-crowned 

parakeet, seen and heard in Otatara. 
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Seen or heard in Otatara? 

RARE AND SPECIAL BIRDS 

I was privileged in September to see two ka-

rearea quite close to the accommodation we 

were staying in at Tautuku. New Zealand falcon,  

kārearea, are rare and special birds. Top of the 

food chain, they often nest on cliffs, hunt on the 

wing and have a distinctive ‘attack’ cry. If you 

ever get too close to a nest you’ll have heard the 

attack call and experienced the diving falcon and 

it pays to hold a stick above your head to pre-

vent a painful strike. Very occasionally falcon 

are seen in  Otarara. 

 Another rare bird not often heard or seen 

here is the morepork. Its distinctive cry at night 

is heard in the Catlins and Fiordland but alas 

rarely here. Occasionally morepork are injured 

and are cared for by Gloria Harris in Invercar-

gill. One occasion recently I was called by 

Gretchen Ledington who runs the release cages 

for Bush Haven as Gloria was bringing a more-

pork to the cages. Its fascinating to see these 

birds close-up. We hope that with all the pest 

control happening in Otatara, rare bird sightings 

will increase in our neighbourhood. 

 If you have any interesting sightings please 

let us know at otataralg@gmail.com. 

Chris Rance 

 

Above, the striking morepork.  

 

Below left, Gloria Harris with the morepork 

brought to Gretchen Ledington for preparation 

for release in the release cages Gretchen runs 

for Bush Haven. 

 

Below, the threatened fernbird, seen in the 

Rance’s wetland vegetation area. 

 

Editor’s note: I have clearly heard the ‘little 

owl’ calling at night close to our home in  

Rakiura Parade, with its distinctive ‘kiew’ call. 



 

16 

Strategies for another dry summer, by Sue Johnson 

IN THE GARDEN 

The unexpectedly dry sum-

mer earlier this year caught 

many of us by surprise.  

Gardeners in sandy soils 

would have battled to keep 

up with the watering, with 

much peering into the tank, 

wondering if it would last 

until the next rainfall! 

 It is predicted that this 

will be another dry sum-

mer—I hope it is not, but we can take some  steps 

to preserve moisture in the soil, in case it is dry. 

Winter and spring have been a bit dryer than nor-

mal too, which means that the moisture reserves 

in the soil are not great. 

 The heavier soils in lower lying areas may ap-

pear wet but they never give up all their moisture 

to plants, because of the clay structure in the soil. 

Clay holds onto moisture really well. 

 The obvious way to preserve the moisture in 

the soil is to cover it with mulch—bark, wood 

chips, pea straw or pebbles are all good solutions. 

This keeps the sun and wind off the surface and 

keeps the soil temperature down.  

 Making a saucer around the base of a plant 

also helps to direct the water down to its roots. 

Don’t forget the feeder roots are usually below 

the ‘drip line’, not where the stem goes into the 

ground. (This applies to feeding as well). 

 With fruit trees, it can be beneficial to make a 

double saucer, this way the water runs in a chan-

nel around the tree above the feeder roots. 

 Sometimes the soil gets so dry the water just 

runs off the surface and will not soak in. Culti-

vating the surface while watering helps, and 

there are also commercial soil wetters availa-

ble.  

 I have to use these in my glasshouse when 

preparing the very dry soil for spring. Water 

crystals are available to add to the mix in pot-

ting soil, to help the potted plants through the 

summer. 

 In extreme cases, take a bath rather than a 

shower, if you have a bath, and take the water 

into the garden in a bucket, rather than pulling 

the plug! Let’s hope we don’t have to bail and 

bucket, as it is hard work! 

 

Above and below, diagrams to show how to 

best water and protect plants in dry weather. 
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By Barry Smith  

ROOF TANK TIPS (PART 2) 

Barry’s tips on roof tanks continues, with advice 

on supplying your home with clean water. The 

first part was published in the Winter edition of 

Pigeon Post. 

 The inlet to your pump should be as large as 

practicable to reduce the suction pressure, If the 

pipe is too small then you can damage your 

pump. Your pump retailer should be able to give 

advice on this one, if they cannot, then go some-

where else. After our pump, on the pressure side 

(not the suction side) we have a standard 10” 50 

micron washable sediment filter.  

 As well as removing even finer bits of material 

it offers protection to our ceramic taps. With our 

filter, if we find our water supply starting to 

get a bit slow we go out and replace the filter and 

wash the old one. I find they can be re-used up to 

about 10 times. 

 Your water supply has now been delivered to 

your house, ready for distribution. I believe the 

average household uses about 450 litres a day. If 

you allow maybe three litres a day per person for 

drinking you will see there is a lot of water left for 

washing, laundry and toilet.  

 Your drinking water is something you need to 

consider from this point on. How do you find it? 

Does it taste OK? Does everyone in your house-

hold agree? If so, great. At this point there are 

probably some of you who find that your water’s 

taste may be an issue or that your family is get-

ting the occasional tummy bug.  

 It may be your water supply that is the prob-

lem. There are commercially available products 

to deal with this and Cleanflo in Dee St is well 

worth a visit for professional advice on this sub-

ject. However, you can dose your tank yourself 

using household bleach. The maximum dosing 

rate for a full 22,500 ~ 30,000 litre tank is 

1 cup (250mls). The recommended dosing rate 

would normally be ¼ Cup (60 mls). 

 Whatever you do DO NOT PUT MORE IN 

THAN RECOMMENDED. If your tank is 

only half full, only put in half as much. Also do 

not use lemon scented bleach as this will perma-

nently add taste to your water that you cannot 

remove. Also, household bleach is a poison de-

signed to kill germs - too much will make you 

very ill, so even with the recommended maximum 

your water will taste and smell like a swimming 

pool. Boiling it will gas off the chlorine and im-

prove the taste, but if in any doubt what so ever, 

get professional advice. Since chlorine is a gas it 

will evaporate out of your tank over the period of 

a few of weeks so any swimming pool taste will 

gradually disappear  

 If you have trees nearby or a smoky chimney, 

this can be absorbed into your water supply and 

this will give it a distinctive taste. If it is too much 

for you and you are buying bottled water to drink 

then there is a much more cost effective way of 

dealing with it. That is to put in a carbon based 

water filter system. 

 Our household system is a 5 micron sediment 

filter followed by a 0.5micron carbon depth filter. 

The rating is about 1 micron absolute. This brings 

up another question and that is, how are filters 

rated? There are two rating systems, a filter that 

is rated as nominal will remove 80% of particles 

of the rated size stated on the filter. The other 

rating is absolute and these will remove 99,9% of 

particles of the stated rated on the 

filter.  

 Most filters will have a rating stated as 5 mi-

cron, or 1 micron. These should be considered as 

nominal ratings, with absolute ratings usually 

being twice to five times the stated rating. For 

protozoa removal (Giardia and Cryptosporidium) 

your filter needs to be no larger than 1 micron 

absolute. (NOTE: Chlorination of your water sup-

ply will not kill protozoa.)  

 With a filter you need to be very careful, they 

do not remove bacteria or viruses and periods of 

your filter not being used,  exacerbated by having 

warm water from a tank sitting in the sun can re-

sult in a build-up of small decaying particles in 

Continued on next page  
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your filter being a background for bacteria growth. 

Because of this your filter cartridge should be re-

placed on an annual basis. Some people will rec-

ommend the installation of silver-impregnated 

filters. Please note these filters are no guarantee 

of bacterial safety. These filters are stated as bac-

tericidal meaning they inhibit (not  eliminate) the 

growth of bacteria. For anything that is bacteria 

safe it is termed as bacteriostatic which means it 

kills 99.9% of household germs, like Janola for 

instance. 

 If you want to check the quality if your water 

supply there is a laboratory in Invercargill at the 

ICC Waste Water Treatment Station in Lake St. If 

you head down there and ask them they will talk 

you through the tests that are available and the 

Cost. These people are really helpful. 

 Lastly, as a side note, you will see a 99.9% rat-

ing on products. Why don’t they just say 100% 

and be over and done with it? Well, I believe it 

has all come from the USA. Improper use of a 

product may result in one or two bugs still being 

alive after the filtering or chlorination process 

and we all know what happens in the good ole 

US of A, don’t we? If it states 100% removals it 

has to do that. If you get caught out there are 

likely to be more lawyers per square metre than 

there are bacteria present, all waiting to sue 

someone on your behalf for a humongous fee… 

So there you have it! 

 

If in any doubt what so ever get 

professional advice. 

Barry Smith bjsrdms@gmail.com 

Tank water tips continued 

From Environment Southland 

Construction is underway at the Stead Street 

Pump Station. This project is expected to 

take around 12 months to complete. 

 Traffic management will be in place in 

some form throughout the construction, so 

please take care around this area. The inten-

tion is to retain two-way traffic throughout 

the work, but speed restrictions will be in 

place at times. 

 Check out the Environment Southland 

website or Facebook page for more updates. 

 The replacement of the Stead Street Pump 

Station will provide Lake Hawkins residents 

and the Invercargill airport with protection 

from inundation for the next 50 years. 

 “The existing building and pumps are now 

at the end of their life and there is increased 

risk of failure. This pump station is critical to 

the 116 properties in the immediate area and 

is a lifeline for the airport,” says Wilma  

Falconer, chief executive of Environment 

Southland. 

 

 

 

Update on the Stead Street pump station project 
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Otatara Landcare Group:  

Chair, Richard Johnson  021 124 2746; Secretary, Chris Rance: 03 213 1161 ; Treasurer, Lloyd Esler: 03 213 0404, Pigeon Post 

editor, Richard Johnson 021 124 2746 , richardsueinvercargill@gmail.com 

Committee Members:  

Brian Rance, Chris Bowen, Sally Duston, Graeme Childs, Linda Jackson, Ray Jackson, Geoff Dembo, Cathy MacFie, Dallas 

Bradley, Lloyd Esler, Maurice Rodway, Kathy Morrison, Lois Caldwell. 

Additional Contributors:  

 

Please contact the Otatara Landcare Group if you have any questions, suggestions or problems relating 
to the Otatara and Sandy Point areas: otataralg@gmail.com 

Otatara Landcare Group Membership  

If you are not already a member and would like to help support the work of the Otatara Landcare 

Group, just fill in the form below and come join us. We appreciate all our members both for their 

contributions of time and financial support. We can’t do it without you.   

Membership Form 
Please complete form for membership or if you require a receipt for any donation and email to 

otataralg@gmail.com.  

Name:   ________________________________________________________________________ ____ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone Numbers: (Hm) _________________________________________________________________  

(Mobile): ___________________________________________________________________________  

Email: (for newsletters and events) _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

   I give permission for my contact details to be retained exclusively for the purposes of 

communication in relation to the activities of Otatara Landcare Group.  

Subs: 

  Subscription for Life Membership $50 

Donations:  also welcome! NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORG. INC— CC47928     
All donations of $5 and over are tax deductible within allowable limits.  

   Donation: $ ___________________________________________________  

OLG bank account 03 1355 0805312 00  

Please use your surname and “olg subs” or “olg don” in reference boxes. 

Alternatively, send completed form with cash to our treasurer  

Lloyd Esler – 15 Mahuri Road, Otatara  

mailto:otataralg@gmail.com
mailto:otataralg@gmail.com
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