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Welcome to the winter edition of Pigeon Post. What a special 

edition we have for you this time round. Besides all the usual 

news from Bushy Point, Bush Haven,  Southland Community 

Nursery and Pestbusters, we have an update on the exciting 

new project at the Oreti Road TƬtara Reserve , a bit of history 

about the property, a look into ways you can revegetate the 

land and protect areas of national significance, and a peek at 

whatôs happening in your backyard. 

We want to thank ICC for their support in assisting us with 

the printing of this and future editions, as well as their on-

going support for the work we are doing to protect this very 

special part of Invercargill. 

We want to make Pigeon Post a regular feature in our com-

munity, so become a member and weôll email you a full col-

our copy in advance of the printed version. Share it with 

friends and family and help us protect everything we love 

about living in Otatara.  

Editor 
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ǒ Shags 

ǒ Living with Kereru in Our Backyards 

ǒ Otatara PestbustersðAre you a mem-

ber? 

ǒ Tree Frogs in a Tunnel House 

ǒ European Farming History on the New 

Oreti Totora Reserve 

ǒ Caring for Our Natural Environment 

ǒ Improving Our Habitat 

ǒ A Time for Reflection 

ǒ Oreti Road Totara Reserve 

ǒ OtataraðA Special Place to Live 

ǒ Bushy PointðA Look Back & Forward 

ǒ Have You Tried Orienteering? 

ǒ TǾtaraðDid You Know? 

ǒ Do You Use Ecosia? 
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CLICK EASY NAVIGATION:  

Click on the titles in ñIn This Issueò to go to a particular article or  simply 

scroll through the pages. The silhouetted kereru in the top right of each page 

will bring you back to this page so you can easily navigate your way around. 

Simply click any underlined weblink to go there, like our website: 

otataralandcaregroup.org.nz 

https://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/
https://www.otataralandcare.org.nz/
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Welcome back to the land of ñbeing free once again to do (almost) what we want toò.   These last 

few months have been a rough ride for everyone across the world and in many places it will con-

tinue to get worse. The most unfortunate situations are in those third world countries where there 

are huge populations in close confinement and little funds to do what we achieved here in New 

Zealand. In these places the true impact of Covid-19 may never be known. And then there are 

those countries that just bewilder me, countries that should know better, and here also the true 

impact of Covid-19 may never be known. It is a time for reflection and appreciation on just how 

lucky we are to live where we do.  

Saturday mornings see Robyn and myself off to do Parkrun.   It is a free, timed 5 km event that can 

be sprinted, jogged, shuffled, walked or dawdled. At the end of March all Parkruns across the 22 

countries and 1800+ sites that participate were cancelled pending a time when it would be 

deemed safe to resume again. A true measure of how well our country has done is reflected in the 

fact that the World Body gave New Zealand permission to re-start Parkrun events on July 4th.   It 

is the only country in the world that has been allowed to do so.   Only one place in the country 

couldnôt, and that was Hobsonville in Auckland, because the Council were tearing up the park for 

some maintenance.   All other 29 sites are up and running. 

Lockdown was a great opportunity to do some things around home. It personally allowed me to 

get on and do a project that had been planned and sort of started about 10 years agoé and now it 

is done. That leaves only 5 or 6 other projects that should have been done years ago! With lock-

down I was fortunate to be able to continue working (in the primary industry). It was quite inter-

esting being on our roads with very little traffic, quite weird really.   Anyway, with working during 

level 4 and 3 we had to practice this social distancing thing and this was readily achieved working 

in a different area to my brother and his wife and also taking my own lunch and sitting in the great 

sunny days we had at the time eating it.  

Our eldest daughter was with 

us for 11 weeks during lock-

down.   She set up her work 

computer in one corner of our 

office and worked from there.   

Since she normally flats with 

another family and the internet 

connection is a bit cruddy 

there, home was a good option. 

Having fibre in Otatara has 

been great. I donôt normally 

publically pat companies on 

the back but I think our inter-

net provider, Slingshot, de-

serves some kudos.  

Continued on next page 

! ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ #ÈÁÉÒÐÅÒÓÏÎɂ"ÁÒÒÙ 3ÍÉÔÈ 

#(!)230%!+ 

Wind beaten totara  - taken during a post-lockdown walk around the new Oreti Road  

Totara Reserve 14 June 2020 
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As lockdown hit us we got an email from them saying that our data cap has been removed and that 

we now had unlimited and no extra cost, so that was really appreciated.   Whilst this whole thing 

was an experience it is one I hope we never have to repeat again for the sake of everyone. 

Robyn, unfortunately, got made redundant from her job as an Accountant in early February (which 

had nothing to do with Covid-19). Unfortunately Covid-19 has meant that it is more difficult for her 

to get another job.   If any business out there needs an accountant 1, 2, 3 or 4 days a week then give 

her a call, our email address is at the bottom of the article. 

The 12th September (Saturday) is our annual planting day at Bushy Point.   This year we are going 

to operate with more caution considering what has happened and oddly enough the planting pro-

ject, this year, is perfectly designed for this.   We will be planting in the general area of our pond 

(not the Poo Pond) and whilst we have one larger area to be planted we also have a number of 

smaller areas as well so we will be able to break up the planters into smaller groups and operate 

that way.   We are also hopeful (and confident) that we will be able to run a bar-b-q again this year 

(donôt tell anyone, but itôs the only reason I turn up). 

Take care everyone, be safe, be well, be there at the end. 

Barry Smith, Chairperson 

email: bjsrdms@gmail.com 

#ÈÁÉÒÓÐÅÁËȟ continued 

Disclaimer 
As with any community newsletter, the articles contained herein represent the views of the contributor and are not representative of the Otatara 

Landcare Group as a Society.  

It is the diversity of views and opinions that make a community so interesting. So if you have something youôd like to share, email it to 

otataralg@gmail.com, attention Editor of Pigeon Post, and watch out for it in our next edition. 

More of my candid shotsðBarry Smith 

mailto:bjsrdms@gmail.com
mailto:otataralg@gmail.com
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I have recently been developing some revegetation guidelines for the new Otatara Oreti Road 

Reserve. I hope these guidelines may have wider applicability and be useful for you also. The first 

and most important tip is, get to know your site or project area. What are the ecological stresses 

present ? Is it the exposure to wind and frost, salt laden winds, sand dunes with summer drought or 

hollows which flood in winter or others? Also, if you have just moved to your site then follow it 

through the year. In our wet paddocks I dug a small pit down to the water table and monitored the 

change through the year ï it has up to 50cm variation between winter and summer in a typical year. 

Also study the soils and topography (the shape and features of the land). These are the two primary 

factors that will determine the vegetation that would originally have grown on the site. 

Plan your project: What do you want to achieve? What type of vegetation do you 

want? Forest, a pond or tussockland or plantings to attract birds and insects or shelter for other 

plants? Have you got a vision for what you want it to look like? It would be good to have a close look 

at areas similar to what you want your area to look like. These are called reference sites. The best 

reference sites will be close to your site and similar in the landform etc. What sites do you want to 

plant and in which sequence? Think about existing shelter present or shelter requirements. Ideally 

utilise any existing native vegetation (esp. shrubs and forest). If possible build on the existing 

vegetation or forest to expand its size, importance and ecological viability. Possibly preferentially 

plant on the exposed site as this will have the maximum benefit to the existing forest. 

Which species do you want to use? Which will do best on the site? Think about the 

vegetation that would have originally grown on the site. Think about the species you should use and 

the appropriate plant mix and proportions of these plants and the sequence of plantings that will 

achieve your aim. Where are you going to get the plants from? Are the plants eco-sourced, ie was 

the plant stock derived from Otatara or the planting area.  

"Ù "ÒÉÁÎ 2ÁÎÃÅ 
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Continued on next page 
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Using eco-source plants will likely mean you have the plants that are best adapted to the site 

conditions and so likely to grow faster and have a higher survival rate.  It also helps preserve the 

special vegetation that is native to Otatara.  Totara Forest on sand dunes in Otatara is a nationally 

significant vegetation type.  There are a few northern native plants that present problems to 

plants native here and it would be good not to plant more of them and increase the problem ï these 

are Hoheria sexstylosa (lacebark), Coprosma robusta (karamu) and Pseudopanax laetum (northern 

five finger).  Google them if you are not familiar with the names. 

Plan ahead ï think about your site conditions and suitable plants. Put in any shelter required in 

advance and allow this shelter to have established, actively growing and providing shelter before 

planting. Order your plants a year or two ahead of needing them. Think about site preparation and 

undertake this with sufficient lead-in time (i.e. weed or pest control and preparation spraying etc.). 

The Southland Community Nursery website has lots of useful information to support revegetation 

planting and planning. Check it out or come along to the nursery and check out our restoration 

planting aged from 3 months to over 20 years old. Last year the largest of our kahikatea trees 

fruited for the first time so we know we are winning.  If you need advice, please ask, restoring a site 

is very satisfying but does take time and effort. 

 
Brian Rance: Phone: 03 213 1161, or email : rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz  

2ÅÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÉÐÓȟ continued 

*ÕÓÔ (Ï× (ÉÇÈ !ÒÅ 7Åȩ 

According to David Whelan, the GIS Coordinator at ICC, the highest spot in Otatara at 22 metres is between 

Black Rd and Grant Rd on the top of a sand dune at 97 Black RoadðMr Gostelowôs old place. 

There are several spots at 21 metres:  1) behind Otatara Community Centre on Dunns Rd, 2) Either side of Black 

Rd at nos. 110 and 113   and 3) East of Huruhuru Rd at no 19. 

The high point on the new Oreti Road Totara Reserve doesnôt quite break the 21 mark. 

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/
mailto:rances@southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz
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The local estuaries, rivers and ocean beaches around Otatara and Sandy Point are good places to see 

shags (aka kawau or cormorants). The variety of habitatsðsaltwater, tidal brackish and freshwaterð

supports five species that can commonly be seen: little pied shag, black shag, pied shag, Stewart Is-

land shag and spotted shag. 

The lower reaches of the Oreti River offer many good viewing points for seeing pied shags fairly close 

up. They perch on old timber pilings or branches of trees that have been washed down the river. 

 

 

The very end of Sandy Point Road, looking out across the entrance of the New River Estuary to 

Omaui and Mokomoko Inlet, is a great spot for viewing shags using binoculars or a small telescope. I 

went out there at the end of lockdown with a friend to do a bird count. It was a fine but chilly win-

ter's day, and only a few other hardy souls were there. 

While a man and his two grandchildren waded in the water collecting mussels, a young family went 

for a gentle stroll and an older couple pushed their bicycles along the beach, we saw many birds out 

on the water, including large numbers of little pied, spotted and Stewart Island shags. 

"Ù 'ÅÏÆÆ $ÅÍÂÏ 
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Pied Shagðphoto by Geoff Dembo 

Continued on next page 
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You could also try the New River Estuary from Bushy Point, either from the estuary-side fenceline 

or the trig point bench. Along with hundreds of wading birds on the mudflats you're likely to see 

shags hanging out on pilings and platforms in the middle of the estuary. 

Photo by Geoff Dembo 

Shags, continued 
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First of allðarenôt we lucky in Otatara to have so many of these gentle, stunning birds watching 

over us? 

Sometimes when Iôm quietly weeding or just sitting 

with a book under the trees I hear a soft ñcooò, a kereru 

ñHelloò, and know I have a friend nearby. At the mo-

ment there are four regular kereru who come and go, 

sometimes sitting in the large cabbage tree at our back 

door catching the early sun or on the native beech 

where they can see us through a really small window as 

we eat breakfast. One kereru, who our grandson, Skye, 

called Peanut, visits any recovering birds we have in 

the small outside aviary and hangs upside down on the 

nearby kowhais scoffing the leaves before heading off 

for a bit. He was handed in to Russell and May Evans 

as a very young bird found on the ground at the golf 

course when the big macrocarpas were cut down.  

Peanut has had to work out these things by himself since he was released here last September. We 

are the closest he has to parents so he visits regularly, knowing we would feed him if he was hun-

gry.   

Waikiwi, another rescued kereru, stayed around after his release and began to come for food when 

I fed the others in the cage heôd been in. We gave him his own bowl and he began waiting for us at 

our front door then swooping down on the patio cage, scattering most of the opportunistic spar-

rows hoping to snatch a few grains of rice before he arrived. One in particular hung around know-

ing that he was a messy eater.  

Waikiwi basically lived on the Westside of our house and Peanut ruled the East. Sometimes they 

jostled and fought a bit across the back before retiring to their own sides again. 

 Recently we released Matua. She and Peanut have banded together and sit on the power lines out-

side our gate from where they, at times, freak us out low flying up our longish drive.   

And now we have Sunnyð a young female who had been found in the middle of town taking up 

residence. Two or three days after we let her go, she landed with Waikiwi in the tree beside the bird 

feeder. I put out his bowl which he picked at before hopping back onto the branch and looking at 

Sunny. She looked at the bowl and back at him as he leant right down towards it and looked across 

at her again. This went on for a few minutes until Sunny got the idea, jumping down onto the feed-

er and polishing off the bowl of food. Now they fly together, swoop and play and take turns coming 

for a good feed of rice, peas, corn, pear and when theyôre lucky, pineapple.  

The four birds have reached a happy place paired 

up it seems and all coexisting at times in our back-

yard and probably many others over the day. 

Continued on next page 

ȢȢȢÉÎ ÏÕÒ "ÁÃËÙÁÒÄÓ ÂÙ +ÁÔÈÙ -ÏÒÒÉÓÏÎ 
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+ÅÒÅÒÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ 

ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÃÈÉÃË ÈÁÔÃÈ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 

/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÃÈȢ 

#ÈÉÃËÓ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÓÔÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÕÐ ÔÏ ό ×ÅÅËÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ 

ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ 

ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ φ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ 

ÔÈÅÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ УÉÎÄ ÉÔȢ 

+ÅÒÅÒÕ ÃÁÎ УÌÙ ϊτ ÏÒ ϋτ ËÍÓ Á ÄÁÙ 

ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÃÒÏÓÓ &ÏÖÅÁÕØ 3ÔÒÁÉÔȢ 
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 Some locals have told me of large flocks of kereru flying across the strait to Otatara at certain sea-

sons.  

Kereru are the excuse we have for not washing our windows. The dust, the spidersô webs, the dream-

catchers and decals hopefully will be deterrent enough. We think that kereru take the bush reflec-

tions in the windows as the real thing. Thanks to Douglas, I did like looking out our big clean win-

dows though.  

A sad fact is that the life span of kereru has dropped from 20- 25 years down to just 5- 6 years over 

the last hundred or so years because of collisions with cars and windows; predators, such as cats, 

rats, stoats and possums; and the massive loss of their forest habitat. 

An encouraging fact is that all of these issues are within our power to do something about: we can 

plant more trees such as kowhai, tawa, hohere, puriri and tree lucerne in our gardens and in local 

reserves. We can join Pestbusters for help with effective predator control, and place decorations and 

decals in our windows to prevent bird strike. Thanks to Russell and May Evans we already have good 

signage on the Otatara roads and very little car strike.  

If you find a kereru on the ground, pick it up gently with a cloth and put it in a soft padded, ventilat-

ed box with a bowl of water, overnight. If it shows no sign of flying away in the morning, phone or 

text Bush Haven on 027 786 5365. It is not a good idea to leave a kereru on the ground, as some 

people have been advised, because of pets and predators. 

 Most of our local backyards are potentially visited by these beautiful birds. Letôs consciously make 

them safer and food friendlier for kereru and other birds.  The whum whum of a kereruôs wingbeat is 

one of the loveliest of sounds that has us lifting our heads, like the chittering of the kakariki, the 

dripping purity of the bellbird or the incredible variety of notes produced by the tui.  

 

The AGM for Bush Haven Native 

Bird Rehabilitation Trust will be 

held at: 

53 Martin Street, Invercargill  

2pm on Sunday, 26 July 2020 

Anyone interested is welcome to 

attend. 

,ÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ +ÅÒÅÒÕȟ continued 

Waikiwi with her opportunistic sparrow friend. 
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Become an Otatara Pestbuster and join almost 300 other Otatara land-

owners that are currently controlling rats and mice on their properties.  

FREE membership entitles you to low cost rat bait (poison), bait 

stations and traps (both pet proof), plus as much advice as you want! 

We would also like to hear from Otatara residents that are undertaking 

pest control on their own properties without formal connection to, or 

membership of Otatara Pestbusters.  This will enable us to get a much bet-

ter idea of the degree of community involvement in pest control in Otata-

ra.   

Otatara Pestbusters was established in 2010 by Russell and May Evans in conjunction with the Otata-

ra Landcare Group.  The goal is to increase bird numbers by reducing the number of rats, stoats and 

possums that are munching on the birds, their eggs and their habitat.  To that end, Otatara Pestbust-

ers sells traps, trap boxes, bait stations and poison bait to Otatara residents at less than wholesale 

rates.  For $20 - $30 you will be well on the way to successful pestbusting. 

Landownersô efforts at home complement work done by volunteer pestbusters in all the ICC Reserves 

in Otatara ï and itôs working!  Many residents have noticed more tuis, kereru, fantails, indeed all 

types of birds, around their properties.  In addition kakariki (red crowned parakeets) are regularly 

seen and there is even the odd sighting of kaka. 

The day to day running of Pestbusters is now coordinated by Dallas Bradley. You can contact Dallas 

on 213 0234 or 021 794 962 for pest control supplies or advice on traps, bait or how to get started.   

Dallas says, ñItôs great to see residents enthusiastic about removing rats and mice from their own 

property.  No one likes rodents in the family home, sheds, gardens or bush and everyone gets a kick 

out of having birds flitting, swooping or roosting around the property ï better still if they nest but 

they will only be successful in that department if the rats are removed.ò  Aim for a predator-free 

backyard ï collective predator-free back yards make for a safer habitat for birds. 

ñThereôs a lot more rats around than most people realise,ò says Dallas, ñJust because you donôt see 

them, doesnôt mean you havenôt got rats.  Iôve trapped heaps but Iôve never seen a live one ï theyôre 

mainly nocturnal so the chance is slim.  Having said that, Iôve spoken to plenty locals who have!ò  

 Rat control benefits your home as well as the birds ï you will have a lot less rats and mice scuttling 

in the ceiling and under the house.  Past building fires in Otatara have been attributed to rats chew-

ing on the wiring. 

!ÒÅ 9ÏÕ Á -ÅÍÂÅÒȩ  
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Continued on next page 

Victor Rat Trap and its pet and bird proof box Rat bait pipe and poison 




































